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from the edItor
G’day folks.
Welcome to issue 42 of Torqueback.
Unusually, another pictorial Special, but this time to
celebrate this year’s one-off exclusive event; Chugtober
– a dedicated weekend celebrating the fiftieth anniversary
of the Valiant Charger.
Yeah, I know. We’re still rattling on about that bloody
chugga! But – there is no denying, it is an Australian
design classic.
As Mark Richardson, a lecturer in Industrial Design
at Monash University once said:
“Australian car makers have not only competed on the
global stage, they have done so with fewer resources,
time, money and technology. This situation has resulted
in iconic cars such as the 1934 Ford Coupe Utility, FJ
Holden and the Chrysler R/T E49 Charger.”
So yeah, this car has such a legendary backstory – quite
rightly it’s up there with all the greats. It definitely is an
important landmark in Australian automotive history. And
for many of the great unwashed it is probably the only
Valiant they know. Or at least they remember.
Our cover car first appeared back in 2016, in the
“Imagineering” issue Torqueback 27. This custom
Charger was a sensation when it was first unveiled
(complete, but not running) at the 2010 MotorEx – and
continues to generate discussion amongst the Mopar
community and Charger purists alike online today.
The question of adhering to the original vision of the car
versus your own take on it. Restore or enhance? (Why
can’t you do both?)
Debate about the merits of how radical this custom is,
especially based on such a design classic now so valued
as an asset (or as an ‘investment commodity’, which I
hate) even if it’s not original, has never waned. And now
this car was recently advertised up for sale.
A car like this just makes you wonder.
Now Chrysler owners are all too aware how increasingly
difficult it is becoming to find a good car. Parts are getting
rarer and as time rolls on, the luck of finding any Valiant in
reasonable nick – hidden away somewhere in a shed or
a barn, continues to thin. Comparatively, the chances of
finding a Charger (in any condition) are even more remote.
So as car enthusiasts, the pursuits of originality and
authenticity may soon completely elude us altogether.
We talked about this before in the “Rodding” issue of
Torqueback 33 back in 2018. How hotrodders in the
1950s started out souping up thirty-year old t-buckets
because initially they were cheap and plentiful. And about
all they had access to. Of course, it wasn’t too long before
customising then arose, out of necessity (you could
no longer find Model T parts as easily, so you had to
fabricate your own) before transforming into an individual
creativity (OK, I’ll make that part my own way, then) to
become an art form.

From the humble ratrod the radical lead-sled evolved.
And from the dragstrip or shed we eventually arrived at
the circuit or concourse, mixing it with dream cars and
prototypes at the autosalon.
So much of the history of automotive production is like a
full circle.
It’s a continuum – from the cottage industry of the first cars
with all their bespoke parts (you’d get a motor from here,
and a chassis from there) and personalised servicing
(say a Dodge body fitted by TJ Richards), to the mass
homogenising assembly lines of Henry Ford, before
going back to the approach of a Rolls-Royce centre of
excellence or a Ghia design house – or like even an HSV.
And if you shift that whole zeitgeist to today, in 2021, the
cars of fifty and sixty years ago we are so desperate to
save in vein are now our Valiants.
But, just like those rodders in the 1950s, for people like
us, a car is still an expression of our personality. A part
of our identity.
Even the most precious memory key...
I’ve said this before – but if a car is somehow saved
over time it gathers even more context and worth. As it
captures a history. And as soon as we choose our Mopar
we make some kind of statement. As soon as we choose
a colour or hang those fuzzy dice, or put those alloys on
– we’ve stamped our personality upon it. We are in fact
customising that car in some way – large or small. We are
still making our own hot rods.
As the days of the combustion engine are numbered,
you might question what is even our future? What will
become of classic Chryslers? What’s in store for us
enthusiasts? What is the fate of car clubs? Will there
even be roads... and will there even be petrol? Will we be
resigned to just driving our cars on a dedicated racetrack
under special conditions?
Well, driverless electric cars are on their way, man.
We can’t escape that.
And sure, the world is changing, It’s becoming a much
more disposable society, a world village online (yet we’ve
never been so segregated and divided in many other
ways) dominated by social media and reality TV. Where
things are expected and delivered immediately.
So the materialism is now different, hey. The latest
current cars of today are like mobile phones and TVs
now – expendable things you use up and dispose of. You
replace them, you don’t preserve them like we do.
In issue 35, back in March 2019, Luke Balzan observed
my pessimism about the future of motoring a few
magazines ago. But lately I think I’ve changed my mind.
Maybe it’s not all doom and gloom...

Because when I see a Charger done like this, personally
I don’t mind it. And my fears for our holy crusade are
diminished somewhat – a car like this actually heartens
me. Gives me hope.
Sure, I could never EVER build that. And increasingly, this
scene will probably get even harder to access, but I think
there could still be some kind of a future for classic cars
– even if I can only be a spectator.
Although I predict it will become only possible in custom.
And with more radical customising, much more like this.
It’ll have to be.
With retrofitting. And restyling.
However we can; maintaining, preserving, and even
augmenting those old lines – but keeping these things
going with different newer stuff underneath. Sounds
exactly like that lead-sled, hey.
In 2018, we ran a story in Torqueback about a ‘49
Mercury powered by Tesla batteries. It wowed folks at
SEMA and won a Ridler award at the Detroit Autorama
that year. This thing had twin AMR electric motors which
make around 500ft/lb of torque.
Don’t fear. We can still be revheads. And still love our
muscle cars.
And after Bathurst recently, I’m excited about the Gen 3
SuperCars coming in 2023. I reckon the new Mustang
and Camaro look heaps tough – and they’re gonna fly!
I’m really looking forward to seeing some real muscle
cars battle it out again. They are oldskool looking enough
muscle cars – but with the latest state of the art hi-tech
beneath quite familiar lines. I love that.
Mate, it’s a bloody pity that Chrysler aren’t around in
Oz anymore. Imagine if they could’ve put a Hellcat
Challenger into this game, hey? Oh well, they’d already
pulled out of RHD I guess – and rumour has it Dodge
is cancelling the V8 Hemi anyway. The disbanding of
the SRT team does look like the beginning of the end of
high-performance for our brand... shame about that.
Cheers,
Dave H
I was scanning some old
family keepsakes the other day
when I found this.
I think this is my first ever
drawing of a Chrysler – yes, a
Charger.

Visit meguiars.com.au
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Judging by the computer paper
(Dad used to bring home from
his work at WRE and then BAe)
and I was a Glenelg supporter
that year, I reckon it’s from
about 1976.
So I would’ve been about nine
years old, maybe?
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from the presIdent

As we near the end of 2021, I can reflect on what
has been an interesting period learning to live
with the threat of Covid, but trying to pretend that
life is normal.
For the CCCSA, it has definitely meant that we
have had to do things differently. The first thing
is that the numbers of people attending our
meetings and cruises has dropped away. At our
monthly meetings at West Adelaide footy club,
we have had to delete our traditional finger food
and serve-yourself coffee. Previously, many
people came to the meetings to enjoy the chat
that follows and to enjoy a coffee and biscuit to
go with it. Some people chose to stay at home
as they disliked wearing masks. Others avoided
attending gatherings to minimise the risk of
catching the virus. The end result is less people
attending functions.
Organising the Adelaide Chrysler Festival in
March means creating a Covid safe plan. Our
ACF committee have learnt a lot of new skills
around Covid regulations. Initially the challenge
was completely daunting, but as time goes on –
and when you realise that there cannot be clear
guidelines as every event is different – you learn
to respond to government in a way that says “yes,
we have considered all our risks, and have done
our best to protect the health of our members”.
After a few shocked nerves and a huge
backlash, the bitumen in Victoria Park –
home to the former Adelaide Grand Prix, will
now NOT be removed following a meeting of
Adelaide’s city council in October. The council
will consider the venue for heritage listing.
Councillor Alexander Hyde said: “It was the
Formula 1 Grand Prix track that put Adelaide
on the global map, so to speak, and it is
definitely a culturally significant asset. We
should be preserving this asset. This sends the
message to the community that this track is
here to stay and it is an important part of our
culture and our history.”
Going from ‘a heat bank’ or whatever the
protagonists reckoned, to heritage listed! That
backfired on them.

Whilst ACF 2021 was only given the green light
at the last minute, it was a fantastic event – and
all credit must go to the ACF committee for pulling
it off. I personally thought the venue at the Gaza
footy club was terrific, so I was very pleased
when it was decided that the 2022 event would
be at the same venue. Vice president Luke is
heading up the ACF committee and he will do a
great job at insuring that it is another successful
event. As our premier annual show, I trust that as
many of you as possible put the effort into having
your car ready and on the road for this three-day
celebration of Chryslers. I am looking forward to
the return of some of our interstate friends and
I know a number of them have already booked
accommodation for March.

first two driving tests purely on technicalities,
maybe a 16-year old turning up in a Charger
wasn’t the impression and was sending the
wrong message to the inspectors !

Last year we had to cancel our Christmas
monthly meeting at the last minute due to a
three day lockdown, but hopefully by the time
you read this article we will have enjoyed our
Christmas barbecue overlooking Richmond
Oval. We will continue to strive to make our
events interesting so that we get as many
members attending as possible. Some people
are still reticent to attend indoor events but
hopefully our car cruises and summer barbecues
give them more opportunities to attend.

But who was I to question the genius of our
marketing department, particularly when he
already had some artwork to go with the name.
The term stuck – and the rest is history.

2021 has been the 50th anniversary celebration
of the Charger. I grew up with a Charger in our
family, so they are in my blood.
When dad worked at Chrysler, he bought mum
a VH 770 in Mercury Silver with a 265 and a
3 -speed manual floor shift. Quite a rare combo
overall and like most people, one of those
cars you think “I wish I never sold it”. I got my
learners permit in 1979 and I did my driving test
in that Charger. I had been behind the wheel
of cars, tractors and motorbikes from a young
age, so I had no hesitation in fronting the motor
registration office in the charger. I was full of
confidence doing reverse parks and all the tricky
things that the government driving inspectors
required of you back then. In hindsight, and
having been failed by these bureaucrats for the

About three years ago, one of our club members
said to me we should have a big event in 2021
to celebrate 50 years of Chargers. A plan was
hatched to create something similar to the ACF,
but to have it six months apart. This also meant
that we were six months after Chryslers on the
Murray. The October date was set, and our
resident marketing guru Dave Heinrich created
the term Chugtober.
I still have members asking me what does the
name ‘Chugtober’ mean?

Chugtober was particularly enjoyable and
satisfying for me even though there was a
lot of hours put into it by myself and our small
subcommittee. To Damian Tripodi, Paul
Williams, Richard Peak and John Leach,
thank you for all your effort. To all the members
who don’t own a charger, sorry you’ve had to live
through all my obsessive ramblings. The good
news for you is it could be another 25 years
before you have to live through another Charger
celebration again!
As the borders open and living with Covid
becomes the new norm, I hope that you all stay
well, remain Covid free and have a safe and
enjoyable Christmas with your families. The
sunny weather is a great opportunity to clean
your cars and get them back out on the road.
There’s no point owning them and having them
hiding in the shed. So I look forward to seeing
you on the road and behind the wheel over the
next few months.
Kind regards.
– Andrew
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Evan Lloyd reckons we should maybe hold All
Chrysler Day there!
Not that bad an idea actually...
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maltese cross
VICE PRESIDEnT's report
My whole life, I’ve never really worried about what
other people think. I’ve always been happy to do my
own thing, and dance to my own rhythms. In fact,
I tend to actively avoid trends and do the opposite.
I guess that’s why I’ve been predisposed towards
Mopar, always seeking something a little different.
You could say I’m a bit eccentric… one look at
my daily driver will confirm this! I love cruising in
my 1972 CH Chrysler by Chrysler – to the extent
that my commute has become the favourite part of
my day.
As it turns out, I’ve always driven old cars... my
first car was a ‘76 Galant, and I drove that until I
bought my dad’s ‘75 Galant – which had previously
been my family’s daily since dad bought that car
new. It continued as my daily, until my sense of
sentimentality towards the car was overpowered by
the fear of other careless drivers potentially spoiling
my fun and hitting into me on the daily commute.
To preserve my baby, I decided to retire the Galant
to “classic car duties” and only take her out on
the weekend. I drove a less old car for a bit, but
eventually, I needed to look for something “new”.
While looking at what was available and what I
could afford, I really couldn’t find anything that
would get me excited for the kind of dollars I had
to spend, and I realised that what I actually wanted
for my new car was something old. I’d always loved
commuting in a classic, but wanted something with
slightly less sentimental value.
Of course, this led me down the path of getting the
CxC, and she’s been my daily for two years now. It’s
not the most sensible car – it’s not fuel efficient, it’s
not easy to park (most parking garages require me to
make multiple three-point-turns to navigate!), it takes
a while to warm up in the morning, and it’s anything
but subtle – but gee it’s great fun!
It has all the cool useful features of modern motoring,
like power steer, power windows, power seat, aircon, but without any of the other burdens or so-called
safety features of a modern car. Interestingly, I think
it’s a lack of said safety features that help to make
me a better and safer driver, precisely because I
can’t rely on anything external.

That and the fact that I love my car – so I always
take extra care.
For my work, I have the good fortune to be able to
drive many, many different cars around the world.
So I have an opportunity to evaluate all the different
vehicles and their various features. Some things
are kind of cool, but there are lots of things that are
quite frustrating.
It’s become a ritual for me to disable many things
when getting into a new car. I’m no fan of the
engine start-stop, which aside from being really
annoying, I’m sure will not bode well longterm for the
mechanical and electrical components in the car. I’m
no fan of parking sensors either, as when trying to
squeeze into tiny European parallel parking spots
while holding up traffic, the last thing I need is the
car screaming at me because I’m 200mm away from
an object! The blindspot lights seem silly to me too,
since they’re always on when you’re in heavy traffic
and it seems dumb to me to rely on a sensor than
to actually check my blind spots. Especially when
travelling on the autobahn in Germany!
I had a strange experience the first time I drove a car
with steering controls for lane departure. Coming out
of an American airport late at night, I was convinced
something was wrong with my steering when it
suddenly became heavy and non-responsive as I
was apexing some bends, only to discover the car
was attempting to stay in lane-centre. That feature
got turned off too!
These days, there’s a whole myriad of safety
features that have become a key selling point for
new cars. It’s good to see such a focus on safety,
but I do wonder whether such features are creating a
sense of complacency for the most important safety
feature of a car: the nut behind the wheel.
Is this a reason why we aren’t seeing declining trends
in the road toll in spite of increasing automation
and vehicle safety features? Are people relying too
heavily on the car making a decision for you that
they forget how to safely handle situations? Are all
the engine start-stop features creating a slight lag in
people taking off from stationary – and, coupled with
economy-tuned gearboxes that discourage spirited

launch, create more congestion and more time idling
at traffic lights? Will we reach a point where people
forget how to do things from first principles?
While I work in technology, it’s the tech industry that
seems to be ever-driving towards an increasingly
complex backend to the point that you need an
engineering degree to perform simple tasks, all in
the name of an easier user experience.
The irony is to make a simpler system, we need to
create one that is more complex.
In cars, I fear we’re getting to the point where people
are forgetting the basics. Just the other day, a
colleague commented to me that he was amazed at
how I can park my Chrysler without parking sensors.
Surely having an awareness of your own car and
using mirrors is a prerequisite for driving?
Maybe I’m wrong, and I’m getting cynical in my old
age. But it is an interesting thought experiment.
And perhaps most interesting of all, despite having
a huge amount of exposure to a massive range of
modern vehicles, I choose to drive a 1972 Aussie
Chrysler each and every day. While I still can, I
will… she makes an incredible noise, and no matter
what kind of day I’ve had, I arrive home each night
with a smile on my face after a wonderful cruise
home in a classic.
– Luke

thankyou
At the recent 2021 AGM in August,
the club saw the retirement of
Life Member Greg Helbig from the
position of Treasurer – after ten
serviceable years. After a long stint
as our Historic Registrar, Greg had
fastidiously volunteered for this role
since 2011. And during his term he
reorganised our finance records
onto computer, streamlined our
moneyhandling and steered our
accounts back into the black. He
even oversaw the CCCSA do some
investing.
As a thankyou, club president
Andrew Ingleton presented him with
a small token of appreciation. Greg
reckons he’s now gonna sit back
at meetings for a while, do some
travelling, and finally get some work
done on his cars.
Thanks mate!
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luke balzan travelog

where to go durIng covId-19
I remember when the COVID craziness began. I was on my second overseas work
trip for the year in March 2020, travelling around Europe just as things were building
momentum in Italy and through the rest of continental Europe. While things were
beginning to go mad, and I managed to escape from various closing borders, first to an
oddly calm UK (I’m sure they thought Brexit was going to save them from COVID too – a
few days after I left, things went rapidly south!), and then back home to Australia, the
day before our borders closed.
Since then, I’d gone from taking around 15 business trips a year to, well, none. Strange
times indeed!
But now, it seems there is some light at the end of the tunnel. Most of us have taken
the vaccine, and two years of border craziness may be coming to an end. Hopefully! So
with that in mind, I thought what better opportunity than now to talk about some of the
great motoring museums I’ve been lucky enough to visit in the past, to hopefully whet
appetites and give some travel inspiration now that we’ve been let out of jail…
First off, lets head to Europe, and where better to start than where motoring
first began.
The Mercedes Benz Museum in Stuttgart is a fantastic tribute to the
brand, where you can see a replica of the first ever car, made by Karl Benz
back in 1886 – as well as some of the most modern machines to come
from the famous Mercedes factory, plus everything in between. There’s
no shortage of classic era cars, including a bunch of beautiful gull-wings,
as well as plenty celebrating the brand’s racing history, including some of
Hamilton’s championship winning F1 cars.
While you’re in town, you can also check out the Porsche Museum too,
celebrating all that the brand has done. You can see how much the 911
has changed (or rather, hasn’t) over the years, with all the models lined up
for comparison!
Not too far away in Munich, the BMW Museum is equally as impressive,
and has the enviable fortune of housing a car once owned by Elvis while
he was stationed in Germany during his military days.
So while those museums are obvious for motoring fans, Germany boasts
plenty more for petrolheads, and some I’ve come across have been
pleasantly surprising!
On one trip, we were cruising up the autobahn, and I spotted a sign
to a museum with a picture of a car. Deciding to take a quick detour, I

discovered the Technik Museum Sinsheim – which is basically an
engineer’s wet dream. As the name suggests, it’s a technology-focused
museum, and contains all kinds of stuff, from military machines, industrial
and farming stuff, automatons, motorbikes, trains, planes, rockets, tanks,
and of course, load and loads of cars! Interestingly, you can climb aboard
many of the planes, which includes the Concorde and an old Lufthansa
commercial jet. The car displays are truly incredible, and include all sorts
of themes, from classic era Americana, muscle, European exotica, vintage,
weird and wonderful (like an amphibious car and a monster truck), and
plenty of racing too – including a bunch of old F1 cars.
There are a few Chryslers on display too, including an old Town and
Country wagon, a 1963 Dodge Dart, a 1967 Plymouth Sport Fury, and
a big Chrysler New Yorker. There’s some beautiful Ferraris, Lambos,
Astons, and even a Maybach or two. The museum was a total surprise
find, and was a truly amazing collection! It’s located about halfway between
Stuttgart and Frankfurt.
And even better, there’s a second museum called Speyer, by the same
people not too far away, with more of the same eclectic collection of stuff.
Speyer has a bit more of the automaton stuff, plus more planes (including
an Antonov), boats, a submarine and even a space exhibition with a
Russian shuttle. And of course, plenty more cars! Speyer is also about
halfway towards Frankfurt.

So there was only one Mopar in the latest 2021 Adelaide Rally, but you only need one to take out first place, hey...
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Another interesting thing I discovered in Germany were classic car ‘shops’
– where it seems a bunch of dealers and traders in exotic and special cars
rent space in a complex and have a huge number of fine machines for sale.

I’ve had the lucky fortune of being able to visit a few other famous tracks
in Europe too, including the Hockenheim in Germany, Monaco, and
Le Mans.

While not strictly a museum, it kind of feels like one, except that here you
can buy anything you see (assuming you’re a millionaire, of course!).
There was one of these in Dusseldorf and another in Cologne, and I
believe they’re relatively common throughout Germany. Definitely worth a
visit if you’re around and need some eye candy!

Le Mans was pretty special, as I visited not long after Ford Vs Ferrari
came out, and there was a display on at the adjacent museum celebrating
the film – as well as lots of other racing history at one of the world’s most
gruelling tracks. There were some great cars in the display collection, with
a focus on French motoring history, which is almost as long and impressive
as what you can find in Germany. There were plenty of amazing Bugattis
on display too, as well as a sizeable collection of Ford GT40s, and pretty
much every era of Le Mans racing cars is represented too. Admission also
gets you on to the track, but only on foot!

Also in Cologne, you can visit an awesome Michael Schumacher museum
called the Private Collection. It includes various bits of Schumacher
memorabilia as well as a bunch of his cars. And not far away, you can
even race on Michael’s go karting track, where both he and Vettel first got
into motorsports. Very cool!

976 South Rd
Edwardstown
08 8297 6055
www.bridgestoneselect.com.au

While we’re on the topic of tracks, I couldn’t talk about Germany without
mentioning the infamous Nurburgring. The circuit is a pretty amazing
place, for its history, stunning beauty and difficulty – as well as its darker
side of being a final destination for many a young driver. The track, or at
least the Nordschleife, is open to drive on – and it’s perfectly fine to take a
hire car for a fang around the track, as it is essentially a (very expensive) toll
road, and falls under the German autobahn regulations. Unfortunately, on
my day at the track, my hire car was a truly awful Peugeot 5008. A proper
fat-mobile that really wasn’t designed for circuit racing, but sometimes you
get what you get. I still managed a fairly respectable 11-minute outing
and gave the beast the most spirited run of its life! There’s a cool racing
museum next door, part of the not-for-public-access racing track, with
some excellent displays on F1 and other racing that’s taken place at the
Nurburgring, with history on engines, drivers, and more.

There was racing on while I was there too, so that was pretty cool!
Of course, the Le Mans circuit is very large, and only a section of it is
closed as a permanent track, so the rest of the open road sections I did
manage to drive around. The French are not so keen on speeding, so while
I did drive the Mulsanne straight, I didn’t quite get up to 200mph!
Another track that I’ve driven on was Monaco, which is also a public street
circuit. Monaco is a pretty interesting town, where everyone is significantly
more wealthy than me, and every which way you look is postcard-pretty.
The roads are bizarre to navigate as there’s lots of tunnels, but I did
manage to make it all way around the F1 track on about my third go –
without taking any wrong turns that sent me headed back towards France!
There’s a cool museum that houses Prince Albert’s collection of vehicles,
and it is royally impressive! As you may imagine, the Monaco monarch
likes his cars and his collection is pretty cool, with a bunch of F1 cars
including one of Sir Jack Brabham’s, as well as some French, Italian and
German classics, and some amazing American cars too. Some of the cars
that Grace Kelly used to get around in were out on display, including a ‘56
Chrysler Imperial and a ‘61 Caddy. But the coolest was a 1959 Fiat 600
that the princess and her family took on outings in the country side, and
which came with wicker seats!
So while most people think about Europe as a mecca for war museums,
amazing art galleries and spectacular churches, there’s a fair bit on offer
for the motoring enthusiast too!
Next issue, I’ll continue the journey, but over to the US where there’s
decidedly more Chrysler product on offer for museum viewing...
– Luke

50
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chugtober
overvIew

ducktaIl day
CHUGTOBER – celebrating 50 years of chargers.
Been there, done that...

DAY ONE

Got the photos to prove it!

On Friday October 10, we all gathered in the
carpark of Burnside Village fronting Portrush
Road. Burnside Village roped off a section of the
carpark so that we could have all of the Chargers
in one place, and have our flags flying. After the
opportunity to have a coffee, say hello and check
out all the different Chargers on show, we set off for
The Bend race track.

Chugtober was a great three-day event and
thankyou to all our members who participated in
some way.
The last major Charger celebration was 25 years
ago – and there are still a few photos in existence.
Foremost in my mind is a picture of a bunch of
Chargers lined up on the starting grid at Mallala
race track, and there was also some Channel 9
news video footage of the Charger cruise through
the CBD. Whilst I wasn’t involved back then,
this gave me a concept as to what we wanted to
achieve for the 50th celebration. The first thing I
wanted was to replicate a photo on the starting grid,
and the second thing was to record video footage
and take as many photographs as possible. I’m
sure Dave Heinrich now has plenty of material to
fill this magazine with.
Chugtober was conceived as a three-day event to
make it a strong drawcard for interstate visitors.
Well didn’t Covid stuff that up with the borders
being shut to our interstate counterparts?
Notwithstanding, we still had three sensational
events held on three different days.

To ensure that we had a convoy of Chargers going
up the freeway, we decided to turn off at Devils
Elbow and re-gathered at Eagle on the Hill. With
the help of Ingrid Matschke, the Gopro was put
to good use and some fabulous video footage
was recorded of the Chargers cruising up the
South Eastern Freeway drenched in sunshine.
The Bend racetrack was booked for a noon event
where we would do a couple of laps of the track. The
track marshals provided us a briefing beforehand,
explaining that the pace car would be out in front
cruising at 80 kmh, and that everyone needed to
stay behind him. Lucky for the pace car driver that
the police didn’t book him for speeding as some of
the Chargers were able to show off some of their
racing heritage – and reach speeds of around 100
miles an hour on the Main Straight.

We gathered back on the starting grid for the
photo shoot and it was a stunning array of 1970s
engineering. We had two genuine E49s on the front
row and a bunch of E38s. There were E55s, lots
of Webber fuelled Hemis, and a 6.1 SRT powered
VK. There were not many colours missing from the
original Chrysler colour chart. We managed to get
about 30 Chargers into the photo, and Iain Carlin
created some fantastic video footage.
Afterwards, we ventured into the Rydges Hotel for
a sitdown lunch to reminisce on how much fun it
was, and observe the Ferraris and Lamborghinis
that came out onto the race track after us. The
Bend is such a terrific facility, and we are so lucky
to have it in South Australia.
DAY TWO
We gathered on Wakefield Road in the parklands. It
was a great sight seeing so many cars of the same
shape, in so many different colours lining the side of
the road. It provided a spectacle for all the Saturday
morning traffic heading into the city and also for the
fitness fans jogging through the parklands.
The course route took us straight up Kensington
Road and then via the scenic Greenhill Road to
Balhannah, Woodside, Birdwood then stopping
at Mt Pleasant.
Continued page 13
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Sally Anne
Anne and
and Grant
Grant Bradford
Bradford
Sally
27B Edward
Edward Street
Street
27B
Langwarrin VIC
VIC 3910
3910
Langwarrin
M 0416
0416 100
100 643
643
M

PRICE ALEXANDER MOTORS
Phone: 08 8271 4330

Steve Manuel
Complete Engine Bay Restorations
Engine Overhauls
Brake, Steering and Suspension Specialist
Classic Car Specialist
(Including all make of Chryslers)

Extensive history of servicing and
mechanical repairs to Chrysler
valiant cars.
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455 Goodwood Road
Westbourne Park
South Australia 5041
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DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL
WASTE
MANAGEMENT
(08) 8443 8827

19-25 Murray Street
Thebarton

http://www.metrowaste.com.au

Sewer and stormwater
drainage specialist
New homes and additions
Bathroom renovations
Hot and cold water systems
Gas fitting
Mini excavator and backhoe hire
General maintenance
Servicing all areas
For All Your Domestic and
Commercial Plumbing Needs

0409 404 940
For All Your Domestic and
Commercial Plumbing Needs

0409 404 940
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THE CHRYSLER CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA PRESENTS

ADELAIDE

CHRYSLER
FESTIVAL

2022

60 Years of the First Valiants
FRIDAY LUNCH CRUISE
THEN & NOW
MOPAR MEGACRUISE
ALL CHRYSLER DAY GAZA SPORTS & COMMUNITY RESERVE

FRIDAY MARCH 25 – SUNDAY MARCH 27
CCCSA.NET.AU/ACF
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DH

MH

If Dave wasn’t there I couldn’t see any future.

Do you reckon the Charger might’ve cost Dave
Brown his job?
Do you think the Americans were pist?

And he stayed here. Became a South Australian.
He died here – and so did his wife.
No, I think what happened was we were going
through a downturn – and by then they’d
brought out a new CEO, Bill Balthrop –

DH

MH

MH

– and it was his job to sort it all out
The first thing he did was to sack Dave Brown.
And if Dave Brown wasn’t gonna be there, I
didn’t wanna be there.

And so I had a mate that had a sand and metal
business at Reynella. He said ‘listen come
and take over. I’ve got fourteen trucks here.
All I want to do is drive a truck, I can’t drive
all of them.
So I cashed in all my super, bought a half interest
in the company and off I went. Then finally
rebuilt the new place down the road, which
is where the Mazda dealership is at Morphett
Vale now.

We were going through a tight time financially
in the country – and all car sales were down.
Chrysler had dropped a bit more than the others.
The reason for that was how we once had this
image of being more upmarket than the Holden
or the Ford. And then somehow we lost it.
Whether that was actually ever correct or not –
that was just the way public saw us.
That all stemmed from our early days of the S
Series – which was no doubt always a superior
motorcar to its competitors at the time.

DH

DH

Bill Chinnick kinda suggested the same thing.

And Bill joined you?

MH

MH

My immediate superior Walt McPherson told
me not to be hasty. We had market research
running in Melbourne at the time, on the Simca
180. He said “I think you should get over there
and stay close to that” as that was part of what
my role was.

Yes.
Bill joined me – for a while, as did two other
guys.

To research what people thought of a new car.

Who were the other ones at CAL that walked out
with you?

DH

DH

Could this ‘reputation’ possibly harken all the
way back to the Dodge Brothers?
Like, the Dodge Brothers were always known for
their quality. They always built the best motors.
Reliable and enduring.
They were always known for their quality stuff –
but not necessarily business nouse.
Hence their fallout with Henry Ford, so they went
out on their own, hey.
But Dodges were always tough. You still ‘can’t kill
an old Dodge’, apparently.
Do you think this might date back all the way
back to that culture?
And then later on with the Hemi. How it was
‘unbreakable’?

MH

So what year is this?

It was an unfortunate time.
A bloke by the name of Bruce Donnelly, who
managed it with me...
And then I can’t remember the name of the
other bloke, sorry. Somebody else we worked
with, but they were more of a truckdriver I
think, rather than an administrative person.
I had 68 guys working for me there in that
business.

Absolutely not.
It all worked out.
And it made them money.
No, I was there when Dave Brown lost his job.
DH
Why did Dave brown lose his job?
MH

MH
The popularity of the DeSoto and Plymouth in
Australia goes back to the rural area. They were
favourite cars of the country.
DH
The farmers?
MH
Because they were tougher.
And the Chrysler dealerships were a lot more
prevalent out there, even in the bush, than they
were in the cities.
I think that the Charger was the one thing that
gave Dave Brown some merit.
DH
Well, he was sent here to shut down the company.
And he ended up saving it didn’t he?
He ended up making it last longer. The Charger
probably helped...
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Sounds like a few of you thought that.

DH
He was a dickhead.
MH

MH
1972
DH
So, what – that would be the early ancestor of
the Centura?
MH

DH

Yeah. Wasn’t on the road then. We just had one
of the French versions out here.
The research wasn’t showing up all that good...

DH

DH

Yes!

No. I then got into building houses.
Initially renovating them, but eventually
building new homes...
And then I started buying up properties
in the Burnside area. Knocking them over
and putting in new developments on the
properties.

DH

DH

Apparently you just couldn’t get in the engine
bay. There was no room!

What was the name of your company?

No?
You ask any Chrysler nut and they’ll tell ya how
they were a nightmare to work on.
MH

Mal laughs.

Did you do that right up until your retirement?
MH

MH
I still trade it, as RAYMEL HOUSES.

I dunno anything about them, but I’ve heard that.
Mind you, people do somehow fit 360s into them.
Like, they make bloody good performance cars.

DH

MH

MH

You can do anything one off. But it’s harder to do
in a new production.
Referring to engineering practicality and simplicity.
(Meaning hot set-ups)

Pretty much.

But I’d pretty well decided at that stage that I’d
had enough.

And that was your last job?

With the wine kicking in for Mal, and a footy
match for me to go to that night, we wound up
the interview. Thanks again for another great
afternoon, Mal.
– Dave H

The morning tea stop provided a great opportunity
to see all the Chargers in their glory – and to
catch up with a few hills dwellers who joined
in along the way. The second leg was from Mt
Pleasant to Nuriootpa where we had secured the
use of a carpark in front of the old Penfold‘s Winery
complex. This has recently been re-developed
to incorporate a wood oven pizza restaurant, a
gin distillery, and a microbrewery, so there was
something there for everyone to enjoy. We had a
surprise organised after lunch. The Sporting Car
Club of SA had booked the Mallala race track
facility so we detoured on the way back to Adelaide
to line up for another photoshoot on the Mallala
starting grid. That became a true recreation of the
25th year photo.
DAY THREE
Sunday October 12 was our display day, held at
Kings Reserve Torrensville alongside Thebarton

Oval and across the road from the Brickworks
shopping centre. Jason Rowley arranged for
the former Clem Smith Racing Charger to be
displayed as a centrepiece for our event, which we
framed with a number of E49s and E38s. We had
a six-metre long Chugtober banner made up which
every car stopped in front of to have their photo
taken upon entry.
It was a cool but sunny day and for the third day in
a row, we avoided any rain.
Coast FM were again in attendance doing a livestream, and we really value the relationship that we
have forged with them over a number of years now.
Apart from the obvious enjoyment of seeing all
these fabulous cars over three days, the thing that
really excited me was meeting people for the first
time – and seeing some of the special Chargers
that rarely see daylight.

The Charger is an Aussie icon that if the Americans
had their way, would never have been built.
Bloody yanks!
During its early production years, the Charger
was the best-selling Chrysler car in Australia. It’s
still regarded as many as one of the best-looking
muscle cars ever made for the Australian market.
I hope that in 25 years time people are still looking
at the photos and videos from Chugtober with great
admiration. Sadly, by then there won’t be anybody
left to reminisce about their experiences at the
Tonsley factory leading up to August 1971. But
those of us who had family and friends that worked
there, will still pass on the stories about the good
old days.
Hey Charger!
– Andrew

13

Wouldn’t be too many people at CAL who would
know that…
He did come to Australia.

chargers in charge

adelaIde Extreme Auto expo

DH

CluB dIsplay - 17/11/21
Following on from the success of CHUGTOBER – the CCCSA (spontaneously) set up a display to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the Valiant Charger at the 2021 AutoExpo at Wayville Showgrounds last November. Maintaining the tradition...
Well, l I think it has been around fifteen years since the CCCSA last did an
official club display at an indoor show at Wayville Showgrounds – but these
‘statewide’ concourse events for all makes still continue on there – although I
think they may have been called something else back then.
All I know is that it used to be called Hot Adelaide – and before that it was
known as the Adelaide Hot Rod Show. Anyway, our club was always heavily
involved in these, especially in the early decades.
Fast-forward fifteen years, and who would have thought that we would be living
as we are today with Covid-19; having to wear masks, sanitising ‘till the skin
falls off our hands and getting isolated and locked down in our homes.
Yet somehow we’ve managed – and car shows must go on.
As does the Adelaide Extreme AutoExpo, as it is now called today.
So – we made a last-minute decision to get some Chargers up for show.
And when I put out the call, it was duly answered; by John Leach (resto mod),
Andrew Ingleton (E55 clone), Richard Peak (E48), Karl Grosche (E49
clone) and yours truly Damian Tripodi (pov-pack sleeper).
Well I had to, since I am the Event Coordinator.
The weather wasn’t looking all that good on the Friday of the setup and the
show started at 5pm that day. But we got there in time before the heavens
opened up, and we even managed to secure a space directly behind the
Shannons stand – who themselves had gone to the National Motor Museum
to borrow Leo Geoghegan’s Charger – set up right next to us.
This was a great move for us because they also brought their info-board with
them, and guess what?
That board just happens to have our club logo upon it and it says ‘sponsored
by the Chrysler Car Club of SA.’
A huge win for us because we scored some butterfly effect!

Bargain bonus!
Our stand looked awesome and lots of people were hanging around telling
stories of the Chargers they once owned. So naturally (even if we are biased)
we figured we probably had the best display – but that wasn’t to be.
However a huge congratulations to Karl in his E49 for winning the Judges
Favourite Award. And of course he then went on to win the Best Charger at the
Shannons Yankalilla Classic the following weekend. Well deserved!
Our Mopars were not the only ones there, but. A resto mod ‘71 Barracuda
was absolutely stunning. A metallic green Centura had the best looking
six-pack engine I’ve ever seen! And there was a gorgeous looking VH hardtop
our magazine editor would drool over. Also, Jaf revealed his latest VC wagon
at the SMASA stand.
Overall, considering all the fences that the pandemic keeps presenting us with
to jump, we should really be glad how lucky we are that there are still a lot of
great top-end builds happening out there, even though it might just take a little
longer to see the end result...

– Damian

Is that common knowledge?
Can I talk about that?
MH
Sure.
And I got to be good friends with Bert over there.
Ultimately he left Chrysler in ‘69 and went to
American Motors. I think.
That was a disaster. Regardless...
It was from then and there that they decided we
needed a product planning department of our
own down here in Australia. So they sent out an
American guy (cant remember his name, sorry)
and his designation was to set up this new
product planning department.
And I still don’t really know why I was selected
for that.
Mal shrugs and laughs.
I have a suspicion that maybe it went back to
about 1959, when I was coming home from
one of my night classes – and I saw this posh
Chrysler Royal stranded on the side of the road
in Hindley Street...
DH
I remember this story!
This is the American fella that you helped!
MH
Pulled over and did what I could. I said, “look
you’re either out of gas or its not coming
through. But whatever it is, you’ve got a petrol
supply problem...”
Three months later, I was on the drawing board
when this same bloke walked up to me with
six other guys in suits – and the whole drawing
office suddenly stopped. Everything went silent.
I didn’t know who the hell they were!
Mal laughs.
It was David Brown!
With Roy Rainsford and a coupla others.
“Hi son, how are you today? How’s it going.”
(in a faux American accent)

MH
Out here I did.
He came out to Australia for a brief call.
Interesting guy.
Engel came out one day and saw the panel van.
He was fascinated by it, this ‘sedan delivery’
idea (which they didn’t really have in the states
anymore, of course) and he said “right, find me
some tape”.
And in a matter of an hour he taped up the side
of the panel van and called it ‘The Drifter’.
DH
Yeah? He designed the stripes!
MH
On the spot. He was very creative.
DH
Genius.
What about Bob Hubbach?
MH
Bob was a very creative guy. He had the Charger
sketch done within a week.

I was only there for a few weeks when I said to
our local manager over there, in charge of the
international studio;
“Look we need some engineering support on
this. There’s something like 50 or 60 draftsmen
working on this project. I can’t look after them
all. Nor can you, nor can anybody else in the
corporation. You’ve got to spend a lot of time
with these people to have control of it.”
His answer was, “well I can’t get any more,
sorry... blah blah blah.”
So we made an arrangement to have lunch
with a vice president of the corporation, who
was in charge of International Operations, at
midday one day.
And he declared “if we can’t get help from there
we’ll have to bring some up from Australia...”
“Hang on, I’ll talk to Dave.”
So lunchtime in Detroit. 1am in our daytime.

Mal points to a picture of the fullsize Charger
rendering and then the first clay.

And that’s when he sent them over?

He did a coupe of variations of it. But from
there it was “right, go into the clay model!”
That then took a little while.
As there’s about a ton and half of clay that
makes that thing up. All you’ve got is a steel box
as a platform to build it on, but all that around
the structure that you see, that’s all solid clay.
Some of it 200mm thick.
DH
And Bill Chinnick? He was your mate at work?
MH
Oh yeah.
I saw him on a daily basis.
Talented.
It’s obvious Mal is still in awe of Bill Chinnick.
DH

‘Cause you helped him. And he remembered you.
That’s an awesome story.
So that’s how you got promoted? Essentially!

MH

MH

Y’know Dave, I can’t remember Tom Campbell.
The guy I dealt with in tooling was Peter Gray.
And his boss was George Hemer. When I was
in the states...

That’s what I believe. Because I wasn’t any
smarter than anybody else!

DH
George Hemer was a yank?

Mate, just go with it!

MH

We laugh.

No. He was in charge of Tool Design – that was
a big division. Much more people there than in
Project Design.
While I was over there, within a month of
getting there, all the exterior skin had been

So did you ever meet Elwood Engel – maybe in
the States?

The things that would hold it together, make
the doors work and that sorta shit.

DH

Very talented. He’s lived quite a life.

DH

finalised. So Peter Taylor had been over there
for a month or so on that, and then when he
came back I went over to do all the ‘structural’
design so to speak, afterwards.

Legendary.

DH

DH
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What was he like?

MH
I said “Dave, I’m not happy.”
“We got our biggest investment ever happening
here and we’re not getting any help from the
corporation at all. I need some more help. We
need to be able to take absolute control of this
program, not just say good morning and good
afternoon.”
And he said “right!”
One week later I had three guys up there. One
was Dean Bond, Peter Gray and George Hemer.
Peter and George came first for a month or two,
and Dean stayed on for six months.
Tom Campbell must have been the tooling lead
more exclusively on the Charger.
DH
Bondy was there a long time wasn’t he. And then
Bill joined you?
MH
No I came back to Australia before Bill.
Nearly a year later they all went to Detroit.
I’d moved into Product Planning back home
before they all went up. It was out of my realm
by then (by the time of the Charger).
DH
So, I’m just trying to figure out what happened.
In a nutshell, give me your easiest basic answer.
Why did the hardtop fail?
MH
Because of the Charger. No question at all.
Had we not have had a Charger, the hardtop
would’ve done better. But it would never have
done the Charger volumes.
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Whether you were making a single part, or
whether you were putting a whole car together...
It all traced back to the master model.
DH
So that was the AP5?
MH
Well I started on the AP3.
The last of the Chrysler Royals!
And I finished up on the Sigma...
Mal digresses for a minute.
It was decided we should do a station wagon
version so we threw away part of the pack that
was brought out and made our own roof, rear
quarter and tailgate...
DH
The Sigma station wagon was actually an
Australian idea?
MH
Absolutely. Designed and built here.
DH
Wow! You did that?
MH
Well, yes I was involved in it. Although I was just
another player, really.
DH
So during the time of the VH program, what was
your position then?
MH
I was Design Manager for Valiant.
DH
And you were in charge of what?
MH
All the body.
Everything that was basically made out of steel.
Not transmissions, not engines, but everything
else that goes into one...
I was back for a year or so...

MH

DH

DH

So when you got back to Tonsley, you stayed in
that role for about a year and then you took a
position as Manager of Product Planning?

As the Charger?

MH
It was a new department –
DH
So were you involved in the product planning
of the VH range at all, as in the hardtop and the
Charger?
MH
No, that had already all been done – back in the
states, at the beginning of ’68.
DH

I’d come back from the states late ‘68 and there
was no thought of it at that stage.
DH
No-one had even dreamed of the Charger?
MH
No. If they had, they hadn’t spoken to anybody
about it.
Late ‘68.
And then I reckon it was probably Dave Brown
and Roy Rainsford together – to the collective
group – that said “hang on, we really need
something with a younger appeal...”
And the Charger WAS what they had been
looking for.
Not a race car, or a muscle car – none of this
or that. Just something with a younger appeal.
DH
Why was the shorter wheelbase the answer
then? Do you know?
MH
I think because our earlier Valiants were on
that wheelbase. The S Series had started on
virtually the same floorpan, basically.

MH
Yeah
The feeling was – and this happens in all
companies, it’s not just unique to Chrysler –
all cars keep growing in size ‘til eventually
they become the ‘next size up’. And then they
introduce another model below it... and then
that ends up growing too.
Look at any car in the whole industry worldwide
– and that’s what has happened to it.
Any history timeline. Look at the VW for example
– and where that’s come from.
Or look at the early Toyotas... and where that’s
come from.
DH

DH

I’m not looking to blame you for the hardtop’s
demise or anything there...

And then you took up a different job?

MH

MH

MH

No!

When I got back from Detroit I was still Design
Manager for Valiant.

We both chuckle.

We had different Design Managers. One for
Hillman, one for this make, one for that make…

I was just wondering... so did you guys know,
or when did you realise that the Charger was
a better seller – and therefore a better product
than the hardtop?
Or didn’t you know?
Who dropped the ball? Did anyone drop the ball?

It’s human nature.
Progression.
To look for something bigger all the time.
I think we went a bit too far a bit too quick with
the VH though. And got too desperate...

And then we had specialists, that either did
doorlocks, or plastics, or whatever...
DH
But you were in charge of all of that?
An overseer?
MH
Well, the guy who was the head of our
department was Peter Taylor.
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Peter was more of an administrator than a
designer. He never went out on the drawing
board, whereas with my job I was as much
out there on the drawing board as I was in
my office.
And you discuss lotsa things. You don’t just
give a job to a draftsman and let him go...
you’re out there for hours, everyday...
Within the drafting group you have your
Design Draftsmen, they are the real creatives.
They don’t get embedded in the detail, though.
That’s handed onto a larger group of Detail
Draftsmen, who take basic info off the major
layout. They’re the ones that work out what
holds it together, how it holds together, what
mounts on it, things like that...
They take it away and they draw it up in
detail, dimension the holes and put all those
things in.
The designers don’t do any of that. They don’t
do any of the drafting. They come up with the
overall concept. They just simply draw what
they want, draw how it is supposed to look...
And then somebody else has to come along to
do all the detail work behind that.
That detail work is a much bigger job than the
design. Filling all that in...
So we only ever had six designers at Chrysler.

DH

MH
That would’ve been early ’69.
DH
Way back then?

They swelled!

DH
Jumped the shark?
MH
Yeah. I gotta blame the yanks because they did
all the exterior styling. We didn’t have a product
planning department at that time.
That didn’t come ‘til some years later.
They did though, of course, and they had an
American product planner – named Bert Ebi.
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We did all of that – but the Australians were over
there.
That’s why I went over there in ’68.

pacer
reborn
custom
ducktails
semi-hemi

The poly
the
Yank Tanks
DIsplay
autosalon
CHARGERs

DH
Like, even the righthand drive versus lefthand drive
sorta thing?

star of motorex 2o1o
Our cover car first appeared back in 2016, in the “Imagineering” issue Torqueback #27. This custom Charger was a sensation when
it was first unveiled (complete but not running) at the 2010 MotorEx – and continues to generate discussion online amongst the
Mopar community and Charger purists alike today. And now this car was recently advertised up for sale.ar from Aileron, a little town
about two hours out of Alice.

This VH Charger is registered in WA as a standard car with a standard
colour, although its modifications have not been passed through licensing
and engineering. The car was originally built by X Customs over east before its
grand reveal on the concourse in 2010.

It was a big dollar build and the amount of custom work that has gone into it is
huge. The car is now being sold as an unfinished project and still requires a fair
amount of work to be complete. The paint work also requires some attention as
it has cracked in a few places. It’s currently listed for $80K – but apparently over
$300K has been spent on it already.

Its features include suicide doors, shaved side glass, shaved door handles, air
suspension and a double wishbone front end conversion. With a 4 Link 9-inch
and tubbed back end, she rides on 20x22 inch billets and Wilwood brakes
sitting on a smooth and detailed undercarriage. This thing is powered by an
injected Hemi out a Chrysler 300 SRT with quad turbos behind a flat firewall.
Other bespoke touches include the brake booster and master cylinder under a
sheetmetal dash, a massive stereo, and a completely custom Interior.
A car like this makes you wonder.

– Dave H

MH
Well, there never was a lefthand version of our
Valiant –
DH
Yeah, but that’s what I’m saying...
So, in America, where they drive on the left, you
were designing a car that was to be driven on the
right, so that was never –
MH
Never a problem.
DH
Because I think someone said on one of the early
model Valiants – the AP, or maybe the S series – it
got a bit tricky when they came to the knockdown.
When they put them together at Keswick that
they had to actually transplant the steering box, or
maybe do something funky with the steering box?
There was never any issues like that?
I apologise.

MH

DH

Yes.
He came out of General Motors Holden’s
actually. GM’s head office was in King William
Street in those days. Just down the road from
TJ Richards!
Roy made it happen, as he had gone to America
on the Australianisation of the Holden in 1948...

Did you do an apprenticeship?

DH
He went back that far? So he was quite an old
bloke around you in those days.
MH
Oh yes, a very practical old man – when I was
still quite a naive young man.
DH

So you worked there in the modelling room.
Did you do a trade? Did you get a ticket?
MH

MH

DH

I started in the model shop at Keswick. We
were in a special building on the other side of
the road, not where the factory was.
Across the road there was a place called
Lovell’s Bakery, and we had the building next
door. Very distracting...

You sound exactly like Paul Cain.
Paul said that about Lonsdale. That they did that
even in the seventies at Lonsdale.
He did the same thing...

MH
The S Series Valiant was never designed for
righthand drive at all.

DH

The Americans said “no, no – why would we ever
be interested in doing something like that? We’re
not gonna engineer that!”

MH

So Roy Rainsford had to go to America – it would’ve
been 1960 – and he said “look, I wanna make this
into righthand drive”.

DH

Ah... the lingering scent of freshly baked pastry!
What year was that?
‘56
Wow. How old were you?
MH
Sixteen!

Roy said, “well, lets change that”.

DH

So he moved the oil filter from one side of the
engine to the other, with a long pipeline that went
around to it. That’s all it took.

Straight out of school?

Was that the slant? On the slant six?

DH

As part of that, you were cycled through all the
other departments – press work, tool making,
template making. Two or three years circulating
around, with three months in each area.

Mal snickers.

DH

I was going to be a cabinetmaker. I had a job
all lined up. And a week before school finished
the deputy head called me in (I thought I was
in trouble) and said “Holman, I’d like to talk to
you about something you might be interested
in...” and he told me all about the new Chrysler
operations opening up on the Bay Road.
So I was there within a week...

Wow!
Tell me about y’self now.
So where did you start?

You’d know all about this, sorry. Of course.

And they said “oh no, you can’t... because
because... because...”

MH

MH
Yeah.

MH
So then I came back into the modelshop.
DH
What did you do in the modelshop?
Can you define ‘model’?
MH
A model is a full size timber version of that...
(Mal points to an AP)
DH
So sculpting?
MH
Yeah. The design had already been created.
What we did was then make a model of it,
which in turn was the basis for stamping dies
and assembling dies.
They called it the ‘master’ model, because
everything related back to it.

A wooden ‘master’ for tooling of the AP6 at Keswick, June 1960. Mal Holman worked on this.

MH
Yes it was!
Y’know, there were a few other adjustments but
that was principally all it took. The steering block
might have looked difficult because it had to go
on the righthand side. But you just change the
steering geometry to suit the other way. Turned out
it wasn’t a big deal.
But that was what made it practical.
Roy was Chief Engineer of CAL at that time.
DH
He was Australian wasn’t he?
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MH

DH

There is no doubt that all the interest went
into Charger. Once the people whose opinion
mattered the most, saw it. And that had to be
fairly early on.

With the VH, where were the tools to stamp the
panels made?

Because there it was, in the flesh – in Australia.

All over the world.

The dealers saw more of it, and sooner.

DH

But if Bill Chinnick says “well, most people did
see it.” That wasn’t quite the case...

Where were all the actual semi-finished product
off toolings stamped?

You had to go through full security to get into
the styling area. That was where he worked,
so he could walk in and out any time he liked,
security knew him. But nobody else could.
Well, I could. Dave Brown could. But none of
the general working public could at all.
A lot of the guys in the drawing room never saw
it. But that’s not uncommon. You gotta keep
some degree of confidentiality, otherwise all of
a sudden information goes to the opposition.
Who may or may not do anything about it – its
up to them...
But believe me, there is a significant amount of
spying that goes on between companies. And
a significant amount of money spent doing it!
DH
Were you there in America… (I think I read
this is one of Gavin Farmer’s books) that Bill
Smyth... when he was in the states, when they
were styling the VH... that he would like drop
the window down, and in the morning they’d
come back and the Americans had clayed it
back up again.
Have you heard that story?
MH
Yes. But I think that’s incorrect. Smyth never
went to the states.
He was up there years earlier as a cadet
engineer, came back, but he never went back to
the states after that again...
DH
Oh, OK –
But did that happen? Did the Australians ever
argue “no, we want a lower window line –”
MH
Never.
I’ve heard that related to the Charger, but there
was nothing that they could do because...
DH
Oh, maybe that was here in Australia? When they
designed the Charger?
MH
When Hubbach came out?
But the door was there and committed to.
They couldn’t move it anyway.
Other than completely retool it. I mean you’d
be talking millions of dollars just to retool
that door.
No, Australia didn’t have a lot of input in to the
styling of the vehicle at all. Well, the whole range
of vehicles.
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MH

MH
Here in Australia, at Tonsley
DH
Was it all done in Australia?
So, are we to believe CAL went from not even
being able to press certain items like dashes and
guards from the previous models to being able to
tool up an entire new range of cars with several
different body types?
How can you have a styling back in the US and
model tools off it 8000km away. Sure, things like
the platform and firewall was conceivably done
here...but the body? Also the engineering for the
window mechanisms?
MH
Some tooling was done in England, Japan, the
US and here.
We were making 90% of the body before the
VH, as far back as the ‘AP7’ or the VC.
A lot of it went back to that.
Many of the panels in the VH were carried over
from previous years. All that changed was an
alteration to the wheelbase, a stretch panel we
added in under the back seat.
The styling was done in America, a fullsize clay
model, so yes, phase one was in Detroit. This
clay model was scanned, and that info was
punched into a computer. This was the first
time we ever could do this, use a computer –
very early computing, mind you.
Not 3D, but 2D data.

Mal handled the translation of the design of
the window wind mechanism himself in the
US, at Aero Detroit. But then the window wind
mechanism was all tooled here in Australia by
a local specialist.
These inner steel panels were made off the
drawing board, they don’t come off a steel
template. They’re at the second stage of tooling.
The exterior panels are always the first things
to be realised, as they use the clay model as
their basis.
The roof panel moulds were made in England.
They were put in a mapping press over there
to check the male and female surfaces, where
they ran off a dozen panels to test.

Before the Val was loaded up, there was one last thing Mario wanted to do on the car
himself: “I said to Justin: ‘Let me take the engine and gearbox out; I just want to do it one
more time, just for the hell of it.’” From that point on, the car was built entirely at HillsIf &
Codidn’t know you were looking at photos of a ’72 Charger, you could quite easil
you
Customs, with external help brought in when needed. For six years they worked away onthis
thewas a modern sports car interior. More Ferrari inspiration comes from the Da
car without sharing a single thing on social media. That’s a rare thing these days, but it made
stitching design in the seats
the Charger’s impact all the more astounding when it was unveiled at the 2019 Sydney Hot
Rod & Custom Auto Expo, catching everyone by surprise and winning Top Coupe and the
One of my favourite parts of the car is the bonnet. Reshaped in steel with custom-mad
Austin Arrowsmith Elegance award.

scoops, it was then used as a mould and recreated in carbonfibre for rigidity and weigh
saving – another area that Mario focussed on with the build. “One of the main things I
wanted to do was reduce the weight of the car, so instead of doing a 1000hp engine, I’
the other way and do a 600-650hp engine and lower the weight, especially at the front
says. “The carbonfire bonnet and all-aluminium engine and the Magnum Force front e
takes about 150kg out. We haven’t weighed it yet, but I reckon it weighs about the sam
when it had the six-cylinder in it – but it’s got double the horsepower.”

Mario’s Italian heritage was a big factor in the numerous Ferrari influences in his Charger,
but there was already a strong connection between Italy and Chargers from back in the 70s,
when Chrysler sent a car back to the Weber factory to fine-tune the Six-Pack carby set-up.
With Chrysler and Weber both now owned by Fiat, I guess you could say that connection is
even stronger.

They already had all the tooling set up from the
VG – the 4 door sedan, the ute and the wagon,
which they used to make the VH.

With the designer locked in, the next piece of the puzzle was to
work and make Mario’s vision come to life. It wasn’t long befor
Hills from Hills & Co Customs. “A friend of mine had a Mustan
introduced us at MotorEx 2013,” Mario explains. “Because he d
a lot of European stuff, I thought this guy would understand exa
from. I explained to Justin what my ideas were for the build and
was transported to Taree.”

From 1963 onwards, we were making a front
and rear end, a roof panel and doors. The
only thing that wasn’t tooled here was the VG
two-door, that was all American.
A CKD import. But even so they built the Aussie
front end to graft over it.
Tooling was outsourced to different parts of the
world. Some of the skins were created in England
or Japan. But most of the VH tooling (certainly all
the interior panels) were made in Australia.
They adapted the underbody of the VG, which
had originally come from the S Series.
MH:
So the whole thing was a progression.
Deiberate – and organised.
CAL did work smart, sometimes.
From the R and S Valiant, we had to achieve
95% Australian content in ten years, because
of the duties on everything imported.
By the time of the VG, just about all of it was
made here in Oz. The Hemi then became the
final element to make the Australian content
commitment.

The modern style with a Euro twist was also carried through to the Charger’s interior. “What
I wanted to do with the interior was give it a Ferrari/Dodge Viper feel in there,” Mario says.
The rear
“I said to Ben when he drew it up: ‘It has to have a dash like the R/Ts with the six gauges
in end is a masterful blend of old and new that is directly inspired by the Ferrari
The
fuelwell
cap be
is also
version
of the original that’s
recessed
for a cleaner
line,
the other thing
I really want is the Daytona
stitching
likeValiant
you find Charger
in the early-70s
Thisandmodern,
European-influenced
vision
of a VH
may
oneaofmodern
the most
well-thought-out
streetbeen
machines
ever
Ferraris.’”
built in this country. Built with a very clear set of design objectives – and meeting them – few cars come close to.ar from Aileron, a

ferrarI-InspIred bIg block

Mario Ciarrocchi formulated the ideas in his head –
since owning the car in 1986.
“My father and I bought the car when I was 17 years of
age,” Mario explains. “Thirty years later, he mentioned
that he knew that I had an interest in cars and that
he’d bought the car to keep me occupied and out of
trouble.”
With the help of a good mate, after about two-and-a-half
years Mario got the car back on the street with fresh
paint, a 265 filled with forged Chevy pistons and triple
Dellorto carbs. For the next ten years or so Mario drove
it regularly; then, as his career developed the Charger
got tucked away in the garage and sat there for the next
15 years.

But it saved enormous amounts of time and we
could instantly send back vital information to
Tonsley Park.

The VH was conceived in 1968, tooling was
finished late 1971, and production began in 1972.
The conception of the Charger was jammed in at
the end, mid 1969.

Today it’s a commonplace we take for granted.

DH

Building a family and a successful business took
priority, but the Charger was never far from Mario’s
mind, and as his business grew, so did his ideas for
what the Charger could become.

So when you think about it, the VH was quite
revolutionary how it came together. And especially
how fast it all came together.

So the VH is not actually ‘the first Australian
Chrysler’ at all then?
Has there never really been any All-Australian
Chrysler?
I mean I know it was made here, but –

A couple of key people who were instrumental in
creating the car. The first was Ben Hermance of
Hermance Design in the US. “I liked what Ben did
because he would get an old car and tweak it and
tuck it, but the original design of the car would still
be there...”

MH

With the designer locked in, the next piece of the puzzle
was to find who could carry out the work to bring Mario’s
vision alive. It wasn’t long before Mario homed in on
well-known Justin Hills from Hills & Co Customs.
“Because he does high-end restorations on a lot of
European stuff, I thought this guy would understand
exactly where I was coming from.”

For the tooling, some parts were made from a
mould, fashioned off a full scale model – such
as the roof. All exterior panels had to be made
in wood, as a true shape, so no wrinkles.
They then sent tooling staff to the various
outsourcers in America, Japan and the UK, to
supervise, although these places didn’t really
need much coaching, as they were already
long engineering tooling for all sorts of makes
and models of cars all around the world.
So with the earlier models, we’d go from the
clay to the wooden model, and then cut steel
templates from that wooden model to create a
die, in male and female sections.

Well, we call it ‘styled by the Americans’. As
what you see is the styling.
But then you gotta make all those things work.
You gotta put in all the roof panels, the sill
panels, floor indentations to take the seats,
transmissions… diddley dee…
The fire wall, the instrument panel, the front end,
the suspension… all those things are Australian
engineering.
Australians did that.

The car was built entirely at Hills & Co Customs, with
external help brought in when needed. For six years
they worked away on the car without sharing a single
thing on social media. That’s a rare thing these days, but
it made the Charger’s impact all the more astounding

“My father and I bought the car when I was 17 years of age,” Mario explains. “Thirty ye
andthat
the parting
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The modern elements have “One of the main things I wanted to do was reduce the
years.
been seamlessly intertwined while keeping enough of weight of the car, so instead of doing a 1000hp engine,
I’ll go the other way and do a 600-650hp engine and
the car’s original designRead
to create
a timeless
next:
Turbolook.
Gen III Hemi-powered Chrysler VH Valiant Charger
lower the weight, especially at the front,” he says.
The modern style with a Euro twist was also carried “The carbonfire bonnet and all-aluminium engine and
through to the Charger’s interior. “What I wanted to do the Magnum Force front end takes about 150kg out.
with the interior was give it a Ferrari/Dodge Viper feel … it weighs about the same as when it had the sixin there,” Mario says. “I said to Ben when he drew it up: cylinder in it – but it’s got double the horsepower.”
‘It has to have a dash like the R/Ts with the six gauges
in line, and the other thing I really want is the Daytona By now you’ve probably figured out that the 265 and
triple carbs are gone and seen the stonking big-block
stitching like you find in the early-70s Ferraris.”
tucked neatly into the engine bay. Built by Tony Khattar
from All Cylinder Head Services, the 540-cuber is
Once Mario was happy with the design, the trim job
based on an Indy block and heads from 440 Source.
was handed over to Scott Briggs from Trik Trim to
There’s still a Six-Pack, but this time they’re F&B
work his magic. It was a pretty major undertaking, with
Performance throttlebodies controlled by a FAST XFI
handcrafted door trims, one-piece moulded headliner
2.0 ECU. Even the engine bay copped some Ferrari
and a full-length console being fashioned. The front
styling, with wrinkle finish on the rocker covers and
seats are out of a Hyundai Tiburon, and two bucket
custom-made intake bellmouths.
seats were fabricated for the rear. Blending a modern
interior with a classic Aussie muscle car is one of the Proof of how sympathetic the build was to the original
toughest jobs to get right, but they absolutely nailed it design can be found in the comments from Bob
with this one.
Hubbach, the Charger’s original designer, after Mario
It’s the same with the exterior; thanks to a well-thoughtout and thorough design process, all of the exterior
changes complement the original styling. While the
amount of work done to the car is pretty radical, the end
result is far from it, with the original VH Charger styling
shining through. Some changes are pretty obvious; the
front spoiler and rear diffuser are probably the most
easily picked, as is the removal of the door handles.
But how about the drip rails? A lot of people would
have simply shaved them off, but Hills & Co masterfully
reworked them so that they sit a lot tighter to the body,

This article was first published in the September 2019 issue of Street Machine – writer: Boris Viskovic; photos: Ben Hosking

sent him some photos: “Your car looks sensational in
the photos you sent. Did you perchance send these
photos to the authors of the Hey Charger book – Gavin
Farmer and Gary Bridger? I’m sure they would like to
see them and that they would be as impressed as I am.”

“My idea for the car was to keep all the beautiful things
about the Charger and just clean it up a bit and make
it look more modern,” says Mario. The end result? A
classic Aussie muscle car with European styling and
Yankee big-block power; a real triple threat – or should
that be triple treat?
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purple patch
Richard Hatton’s Chrysler VH-fronted VJ Charger is more than just a neat, tough ride; it’s a time capsule testifying to a lifelong
passion for hot cars...t far from Aileron, a little town about two hours out of Alice.
“My dad Kevin always loved cars but never had the opportunity to fully immerse
himself in them like I have,” Richard says. “But he bought my mum a Charger
when I was 12 and I guess that shape never left me; I bought this one when
I was 18.” Twenty-six years of ownership is a long haul in anyone’s language,
but there were a few blips along the way. “I sold the car during a moment of
temporary insanity,” Richard admits. “But my wife Sandy was cool enough to
let me buy it back – we were on our honeymoon at the time!”

adorn the sides of VH/VJs, along with reworked bumper bars and modified
tail-light housings.

“I drove the car for a few years, but then in 1999 the gearstick came out in my
hand, which triggered the rebuild. Oh, and the part about the car being off the
road in pieces for 19 years.”

A custom drop tank is a nice addition, a styling hallmark that harks back to
Richard’s formative years as a young bloke immersing himself in the car scene.

The Charger was in pretty fair condition when he bought it as a teen; but Richard’s
endgame factored in more grunt from the 265.

Passion Pearl from the HOK colour range suits Richard’s VJ perfectly and the
depth of colour is almost liquid-like. A cracker of a stance is a Charger must-have,
and the Center Line Fluted Stars offer up a nice contrast to the paint and match
the refurbished chrome

The interior is a standout. Tan leather covers the Autotechnica front buckets
and all surrounding trim, with the custom console and under-dash panelling
booting the finish of this 1970s icon into 2018.

MH
It wasn’t too exciting even in its original car!

Well, I think the bottom of the range hardtop was
called a Ranger XL.

We both laugh out loud.

MH
That’d be the wrong specification for that type of
motor car, anyway.

DH
A 440 in a Charger? Man...
How big did they come out from the factory?
MH
A 360, 340… but the 318 was the most popular.
Of course, the six cylinder sixpack was our
racing machine. And I drove one for six months
so I was pretty familiar with it. They were a good
motor car...
DH
Paul called them ‘scary’.

A 265-cube Chrysler Hemi-six needs no introduction, and Richard’s Charger
retains the same engine specifications he ran back in the 90s. A 625 Carter 4bbl
carb on a Cain intake offers up R/T-esque triple-Weber performance but with
ease of tuning, while the Pacemaker pipes and 2.5in stainless system emit that
unmistakable Hemi exhaust note. Neat engine bay detailing mixes paint with
polished alloy, while colour-coding of the K-frame to the engine is a neat touch.

’Cuda door handles and a hydrographic-printed dash fascia are decades apart
technologically, but blend seamlessly

Mal nods with a grin.

With the Charger finally back on the road, Richard has wasted no time getting
out and enjoying the car, scooping Best Interior and a Top 10 Elite spot at
Motorvation 2018, and Best Interior and Top Car Overall at the 2018 Oz Nats.

The body was sent to Sam and Cassie Rhodes at Vulcan Panel & Paint, in
the Perth suburb of Canning Vale, to get the metalwork up to scratch. This pair
are well-versed in this bodystyle, given Cassie’s own immaculate E55. Richard’s
VH-fronted VJ received a couple of visual alterations to the body, including the
filling in and smoothing of all superfluous chrome and the faux vents that normally

“I still have a few areas of the car I’d like to tidy up, but there are no major
changes planned,” he says. “I just want to get out and drive it!”

They were the fastest production motor car in
the world at that time.
It was only exceeded by the Porsche turbo a few
years later.

And a fair call too after such a long hibernation, especially given the hectic pace
of modern life.

MH

DH
So it turns out you didn’t need eight cylinders to
go quick, you just needed better carburetion?
MH
Well y’know, they tested the Charger with the
V8 in at Malalla, and Geoghegan reported it was
“slower than the six!”
Would be to do mostly with the handling and the
braking... and the like.
Mind you, I truly believe that if they REALLY
had wanted to do it, they would’ve done more
development. You don’t just plonk another motor
into a car and go and test it against something
which was already racebred.
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Center Line Fluted Stars in seven- and eight-inch widths were purchased from
’Cuda door handles and a hydrographic-printed dash fascia are decadesSixteen-inch
apart
the US many years ago and pop nicely against the purple exterior, and are shod in Falken
technologically, but blend seamlessly
225/50 and 255/50 rubber.
And a fair call too after such a long hibernation, especially given the hectic pace of modern
If the
drivetrain
and looks department already have you giddy with excitement, then brace
life. But has a return to the driver’s seat spawned a return to Richard’s early
times
of building
yourself
we swing
cars with friends? “Sadly, no; my mates have pretty much all sold their cars
theseasdays,
and open one of those generous coupe doors. Richard stepped away from
the
R/T
norm
with
his interior, tackling the lighting, stereo installation and pedals in-house,
the couple that remain don’t require any work. It’s a shame, but just how things go I suppose.
along with relocating the heater controls to the ashtray and modifying the door mechanisms
To be honest I don’t have any spare time anyway, so it’s a vicious circle.”
to accommodate Plymouth ’Cuda handles. Then it was over to Jason and Steve at World
Custom Trimming, who went to town with the tan leather, reupholstering the Autotechnica
Ah yes, I know this story well.
front buckets and bolstered Charger rear seat, and adding a custom centre console,
headlining, door trims and armrests – the latter to suit the aforementioned ’Cuda handles.

That was never gonna work.
But that’s the way it went.

Forty-four-year-old Richard Hatton remembers those early days well, spending many a
e interior is a standout. Tan leather covers the Autotechnica front buckets and all
rrounding trim, with the custom console and under-dash panelling booting the finish of thisweekend working on chrome-bumper rides with his mates. His automotive interests were a
70s icon into 2018
product of his parents’ influence. “My dad Kevin always loved cars but never had the

opportunity to fully immerse himself in them like I have,” Richard says. “But he bought my

e dash fascia is also a one-off, dipped in a very cool hydrographic print, while the modernmum a Charger when I was 12 and I guess that shape never left me; I bought this one when I
uches continue with the stereo head unit mounted in the glovebox via a 3D-printed panel.

was 18.”

ith the Charger finally back on the road, Richard has wasted no time getting out and
joying the car, scooping Best Interior and a Top 10 Elite spot at Motorvation 2018, and
st Interior and Top Car Overall at the 2018 Oz Nats.

still have a few areas of the car I’d like to tidy up, but there are no major changes
anned,” he says. “I just want to get out and drive it!”
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Twenty-six years of ownership is a long haul in anyone’s language, but there were a few
blips along the way. “I sold the car during a moment of temporary insanity,” Richard admits.
“But my wife Sandy was cool enough to let me buy it back – we were on our honeymoon at
the time!
MORE 460hp turbocharged17Hemi 265-powered VJ Charger

This article was first published in the April 2018 issue of Street Machine – writer: Simon Major

A 265-cube Chrysler Hemi-six needs no introduction, and Richard’s Charger retains the

MH
Yeah.
DH
So tell me, another thing I’ve heard is when
people saw the hippo coming down the line they
said “oh, geez that’s ugly.” Did people actually
say that about the hardtop?
MH
How would you know? There were 4000 guys
in the factory.
DH
True...
MH
Some would’ve said “I don’t like it” – sure, but…
Style grows on you.
I dunno if you keep up to date with what’s
happening these days, but I’m a big follower
of Elon Musk. And he’s bringing out a four-door
utility...
Mal is still quite an enthusiast of new technologies
– in particular electric cars.
DH
A four-door utility? Standard?
MH
Yeah, they call it the ‘Cybertruck’.
It’s absolutely non-conventional, all flat lines,
not a bent or curved line on it anywhere. It’s
all made out of stainless steel. And it goes into
production at the end of the year.

Dave Brown in particular, but all of the
management here, were very keen to keep
the Australian content as high as possible. And
promote the use of the Australian built engine.

They’ve got 1.2 million orders for it already.
Before it hits the road. So...

That was the real secret of it.

DH
I’ll check it out..

That sixpack engine took away from a lot of V8s
which were never used.
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DH
Ya reckon?

DH
With the VH range there was a whole plethora
of different models you could get. Even with
the hardtop you could get a Valiant Ranger XL
hardtop, a Valiant Regal hardtop, and a Valiant
Regal 770 hardtop.
Of course with the next one – the VJ, this was
scaled back and you only offered the Regal.

But a lot of people will look at it (its on Youtube) –

MH
And say it’s an ugly thing. But it GROWS on you.
DH

MH
I don’t think we ever made the hardtop in a
standard version. I think they were all mostly
Regals and 770s.

That’s interesting. Because you know, and this is
one of the reasons I’m writing this book, is that
hardtops now have a cult following. We are like
the ugly sister (if you know what I mean) to the
Charger – everyone liked the Charger.
The Charger is the glamour queen. Everyone
respects the Charger.
It is a design classic, I know that...
I accept that. I know why.

DH
Yeah, there was a base VH hardtop. Kinda...

MH
Yeah.

DH
But, I love the hippo because I love the big bum
on it. I love those long lines.
And a lot of other people do now too.
What do you think of that?
Because the other thing someone said (and I
can’t remember who said it) but it wasn’t too
long after...
So the VH hardtop came out in ’72?
MH
Yep.
DH
… that by that time, even in America, the bigger
two-door hardtop kind of car (and this is my
perception anyway) was out. And they were
being replaced by more coupes... and more
fastbacks... like the Mustang.
By the late ‘70s, no company was really making
that kind of hardtop at all – anywhere.
MH
Once again it’s that terminology, Dave…
What do you mean by ‘coupe’ and ‘hardtop’?
Because you know, they did build a two-door
hardtop until fairly recently.
There’s a very good article about the history
of the hardtop – and the last makes of it at
curbsideclassic.com.
(See: https://www.curbsideclassic.com/automotivehistories/automotive-history-the-two-door-sedan1920-2008-its-history-and-the-last-2-door-sedanfor-each-brand-and-model-us-market/)
It mentions how the 1999 Neon was Dodge’s
last two-door sedan of any kind, and Chrysler’s
offerings of a LeBaron coupe in the 1990s and
the 2000 Sebring.
But they had a full B pillar. Just disguised.
Now what we are referring to as a hardtop
here has got a slightly more tailored roofline,
more streamlined, and has no B pillar above
the waistline...
That was popular until a few years ago...
When Chrysler always built steel top cars.
Of course, most American cars are dead now.
DH
Something like that, yeah.
Well, the Jeep is still huge but that’s about it, hey.
MH
I was thinking more saloon cars.
The big sellers now are utilities and SUVs.
DH
Makes like Toyota.
MH
Well, the biggest-selling car in America right
now is the Ford F150 pickup. Bigger than any
saloon car.
DH
I think the biggest-selling regulation saloon car in
the world is a Toyota Corolla in 2021.
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Like I said. That should stiffen up that front panel
of the inner door. And that’ll stop the sagging!
DH
What – sorta like ribbing?
I guessingly enquire, trying to understand how that
could be contoured.
MH
No, just a flat steel plate – almost, but because
it’s on a slightly curved surface you would only
have to shape it a bit to that.
But you’d then spread your load over a larger
area with a heavier piece of metal. Not talking
around a quarter inch plate, I’m talking around...
y’know, maybe 3mm plates.
But it never became such a problem that
anything had to be done about it. Not in my
era anyway. However that’s what should’ve
been done.
The other area that you mentioned you thought
might be a failure, was right down here.
Mal points to the space between the back of the
front wheel arch and the lower front of the door.
Where the rocker (or sill panel) joins with the front
fender piece.
Not on the doors, under the door at the front –
where Bill thinks that’s what cracked.
It wasn’t...
DH
OK...
MH
What cracked there was on the two door utility –
when we tested that.
DH
Ah, yes. You said this to me on the phone...
Mal believes the car Bill Chinnick referred to as
having “its back broken out at Tarcoola” was in
fact not the first hardtop – but a ute, later on in the
VH’s development.
Mick Ryan’s VH hippo – how to stop a Valiant door from sagging

MH
And we were able to cure that because in
America they made two door convertibles as
well. The toughest of all combinations, where
you’ve got no overhead structure at all...
We fixed that simply with a reinforcing plate,
probably the size of half your arm, behind the
front wheel there...
DH
Yeah?
MH
We found that in testing so we put them in then.
Wasn’t a problem!
DH
Mal, do you reckon – and this is a conversation
I have mostly with other hardtoppers – if the
hardtop had been marketed better, because...
When you think about the Ford Falcon two-door,
they made quite a lot of them, and Holden made
quite a lot of the HQ Monaro...
Do you reckon if CAL did understand what they
had (with the hardtop) and actually did pursue
it more with marketing and stuff, would it have
survived? And would’ve gone further?
Or was it a doomed beast from the start, because
of David Brown’s initial reticence?
MH
No, I think the Charger destroyed it.
Stole its thunder. That seems to be it.
Would it have worked OK?
I had many friends who had one.
One was John Bayne (who you met with me
down at the Restorers show, he was the head
of the Truck Division)...
DH
– the mad Scotsman? Doesn’t mind a whiskey...
I got to meet John Bayne at Mal’s table during
the CRCSA’s National Tour dinner at Serafino’s
Winery down at McLaren Vale, back in October
2019. A very entertaining character!
MH
He thought it was great!
Four small children, he could sit them all in the
back. Close the doors and they couldn’t get out.
He was happy with that!
We laugh.
DH
That bloke was hilarious.
He’s a mad man. Mad as a cut snake...
MH
He became the marketing director, y’know!
We laugh again.
DH
So the VJ hardtop was the last one.
There was never any plans to do a VK hardtop?
MH
I’d left by then... so I’d lost touch – but no, I
wouldn’t have thought so.
It’s all to do with volume...
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DH
And what was selling?
MH
Yeah.
Even Charger died a year after that.
The VK was the last hurrah really.
DH
There was never any plans to create a Pacer in
the two-door hardtop?
MH
No (categorically).
DH
Why did they come out with a four-door in the VH
earlier on, then?
Was that just because it was contemporary.
From the model before?
MH
I think that was probably just a bit of a flow-on,
a follow-through.
DH
Was there still surplus sets of decals around?
Mal smirks.
I immediately think of the Ford Falcon Cobra
package, an afterthought and stop-measure to
utilise ‘leftover’ bodies, which actually turned out
to be quite a marketing coup.
Did they have motors left over, or something?
MH
Oh no. Purely an aesthetic thing.
There’s very little difference in the performance
of the car. They were running the same six
cylinder in it.
DH
Why didn’t they make a Pacer Charger then?
Like, I know they came out with the R/T, which I
suppose supplanted the Pacer – but it was only
offered in the Charger.
I mean, if you think about it, the CxC essentially
replaced the VIP – so what could’ve replaced the
Pacer in terms of a sports sedan?
The hardtop would’ve made a great musclecar!
So why didn’t they create a Pacer version of the
Charger? Or at least a counterpart?
MH
Because they already had the R/T. Already went
above it.
It was always intended that the R/T would be
the serious racetrack machine. Performance.
We even squeezed a 440 into one of them for
testing – a Charger!
DH
And at the other end I know you also put, like, a
Centura motor into a Charger. Paul Cain told us
about that. They were driving it around Tonsley
and said “this is bullshit, it had no guts”.
They actually put a Simca four into a Charger!
He recalled how they said “– nah, this is not
good.” It’s pretty hilarious, actually.

dIy IndonesIanuIty
Our good neighbours are at it again, cleverly making do with whatever they can – and recreating Aussie classics with the
most incredible skill and creativity. Chargers are all too hard to find enough here at home, so how could you find ever one in
Indonesia? And if you did, how could you trick it even more? What would you do? Well, quite simply, you find any old Valiant
sedan, and virtually from scratch – you make one of your own. But wait, how about morphing it with an American Charger then...
How’s this for yet another different take on our greatest Mopar?
This car is well known to many of us on the net, having watched it unfold into its first incarnation in red before stealing the Classic Motor Show in Jakarta.
In the most recent photos we still haven’t been able to check out what’s under the bonnet, and apparently it no longer sports those Foose wheels, but it
was recently repainted in matte charcoal... and it looks even better!

– Dave H
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Thank god for the work of Bill Papanicolaou!

rummin mopars
dave HeInrIch VISITS:

MH
It drove production nuts.

tasmanIa

DH
I bet it did!

In November, the editor recently had the rare opportunity (and border restrictions window) to finally get away from the mainland
down to Van Diemen’s Land – to stay with some close friends in beautiful Deloraine for six fantastic days. Along with latin
America, the apple isle is my favourite place in the world. And the people are so welcoming and chilled.
My gracious hosts fellow cartoonist Glenn Lumsden, his wife Carly Palmer and Pepe the dog, took me all around the
majestic north of Tassie – including Sheffield, Burnie and Devonport where I caught up with muso Ethan Johnson. It was
also great to meet Cecilia Jones and Paul Amourgis at Van Dieman’s Creamerie – where I had THE BEST steak sandwich
I have ever experienced.
One Saturday in Longford I also caught up with Mick and Rebecca Ryan – who I’d actually met here at the Chrysler Bar back
at ACF 2019. Mick is now the new president of the Tasmanian Chrysler Owners Association (so I just had to join!) and he
and his good mate Mick Stokes (and his wife Trinity) sure rolled out the red carpet and the hardtops for me. It was an honour
and a privilege to also meet Ford diehards Brent (Simmo) Simmons, Ian and Judy Britt, and Andrew (Smithy) Smith. It
was humbling how they put on quite a barbie and spread for me – we had the best arvo and evening talking Mopar, Ford, footy,
“two heads” and “big country towns”; before some spontaneous shed-crawling with homebrews. It was like a mini-carshow!
When I first arrived at the Vatican Mopar Manor, the first thing I saw in the dining
room (next to the cat) was a rebuilt triple on a stand. Mick then showed me
around his amazing collection of cars; including his iconic Drifter, a chopped ‘46
International pickup on a Mitsubishi chassis he’s gonna rat and drop a Mopar
big block in (I reckon he should go stepside too) and his latest find – another fair
dinkum matching numbers Drifter, although he anticipates that’ll be a ton of work.
I also got to meet the very clever (and so humble) Dale Clarke with his unique
ute. “Yeah, thought I’d have a go at some pinstriping.” Mick then took me for a
few burnouts in his hippo; B&M shifter, 440 supercharged, say no more. “Must’ve
been only 4000 and not 5K on the limiter then, Mick?” He didn’t have his glasses!

Finally, there was Mick’s one and only Bumble Bee hippo, one of THE FINEST
hardtops I’ve ever laid eyes on. This thing should be in Street Machine. He had
a few other goodies too, like a sleeper Dodge ute and a coupla def Chargers.
Top bloke as well (with similar philosophies as I have). Thanks for the party, mate.
It was so great to get to know a gang of old friends who respect and appreciate
what they have and embrace what a culture they are part of. And it’s heartening
to know folks out there share the same values as we do about these cars. Mick
reckons there’s at least another ten hardtops hidden around Tassie too…
Thanks so much to you all for spoiling me. I love Tassie!

– Dave H

MH
Nowadays they have that under better control.
And call it “just-in-time”.
DH
It’s actually called “just-in-time”?
MH
Yes. A semi arrives, backs up to the loading dock
and then it’s on the production line.
DH
So you don’t get so many choices anymore?
MH
Correct.
That’s popular worldwide now.
But back in those days you had to store
everything. They’d arrive in and you’d have
twenty of this, and fifty of that, and two hundred
of something else. And then you had to be able
to find them.
We never really needed all those choices...
DH
Is this why with the Chrysler by Chrysler, some
had red badges, some had blue badges?
Others say the four-door sedans that went to
South Africa had black badges.
But today there’s this whole mythology that the red
ones were for the earlier motors and the blue ones
for later motors – but apparently it’s all heresay.
It just wasn’t regulated?
MH
Yep.
If Dave Brown was alive today and you asked
him about it he’d say, “I don’t know”.
We chuckle. The options conundrum is kinda
almost Monty Python-esque.
DH
That CxC badge design was taken from an old
Imperial design or something...
MH
Could’ve been...
Most of the Australian Valiant’s badges always
came from the American Valiant (referring to the
original hood ornament).
It was in the Plymouth Valiant style. The V shaped
graphic in the red and blue...
Of course it was a Plymouth Valiant to start with.
DH
Yes it was!
MH
Then the ‘Plymouth’ name was dropped for us
in Australia – and it just became ‘Valiant’ here.
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DH
Yet another identity crisis!
We laugh.
Someone else said to me that the VH platform
was actually based on the old AP floorpan. Is that
correct?

Do you remember that?
MH
Here’s where it happens.
On a picture of a hardtop, Mal points to the front of
the window frame.

Mal corrects me.

Right here, in this front pillar. And it’s identical
in the Charger...

MH
S series Valiant.

DH
Well you did end up using the hardtop door on
the Charger didn’t you?

DH
That far back?
MH
All the way back.
The floorpan never changed. All we did was put
a stretch under the backseat.
DH
And then of course there was overhang too?
Overhang in the actual body panels.
MH
Well, yes. But that doesn’t become part of your
platform really. That comes with your bumpers
and external sheetmetal, that wraps around.
Your platform is really just the unit that you need,
that you put a motor on and a transmission in to
drive it.
I say that a bit tongue in cheek because you
could do that with a Volkswagen, for example...
We laugh.
As their cabin is just dropped on top.
DH
In your area of expertise, with the doors...
Tell me about the hardtop doors?
– You know how Valiant doors sag.
That’s a common thing that we all know – I know
my doors sag...
And Bill Chinnick actually mentioned it as well.
He said that after you guys built the VH, you
noticed a coupla things...
The first thing he mentioned was the suspension...
that the sway bars weren’t so good. Like you’d
hit a bump and your car would suddenly move
sideways – and apparently they went back to
America about it, but Detroit just brushed them
off. They just said ‘tough shit’ because they were
concentrating on their own stuff already.
But another thing was the door.
And I think you said this to me, and maybe I’m
probably misquoting you here...
...but I think Bill said it too...
– because they made a lot of hardtops in the
states, eg: the ‘69 Charger, the customary
reinforcement of those big doors was actually
quite poor, whereas back here in Australia we
had pretty strict crumple standards – and I think
you and Mr Campbell boxed off the doorwells
and stuff to make it stronger.
Can you tell us about that?

MH
We did.
We had to.
What really happened is... what we needed
from the hardtop to get to the Charger was that
door. It’s the most expensive part of the whole
car to design and to make.
If you think about it... with what you had
to get in there... it’s gotta have a mounting
mechanism, to wind up the window...
DH
My window winders are bloody terrible!
We laugh out loud.
MH
Its gotta be so the glass slides up in there.
Its gotta have an interior door handle and a lock.
Its gotta have the actual lock itself, onto a striker
on a fixed panel.
There’s a lot of moving things in that door.
So many moving parts.
And when you increase the length of it, all you
do is increase the overhang ratio, so its all just
sitting on those front two hinges...
In hindsight, what we should’ve done is made
the A pillar at the front – that’s the unit that
comes up from behind the front wheel up over
the top – with a heavier gauge material than the
other normal bodily materials. That door panel
should’ve had some extra internal reinforcement
plates within it to carry the load.
Because it’s not just the door, it’s the extra glass,
the extra everything that goes in there... the door
trim, it all weighs up...
That’s what we should’ve done.
It didn’t show up in test-driving because its not
what you’re looking for when you’re out on that
test run.
DH
No?
MH
It only shows up after some years of use. With
wear and tear. And the door starts to sag a bit.
There’s a cure to it, of course.
But nobody will ever do it.
DH
What’s the cure?
MH
Take the door trims off, unbolt it and put in some
reinforcing panels – just steel plates – under
where the hinges mount.
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But when you bring it back to Australia, it’s
suddenly a different ball game.
Everything’s more concentrated here. The
highways over there are all two lanes each way,
and then you a have quarter of a mile of cleared
area each side of it!
Big two-doors are easy to drive around over
there. But maybe not so here.
DH
I know. I have to drive one of these suckers!
We laugh.
That blindspot is a killer! And it’s like reverse
parking a barge. But I’ll wear that!
It’s all part of the ‘pleasure of the experience’!
Mal laughs.
MH
So, at that stage, there wouldn’t have been more
than six Australians who ever saw the two-door
hardtop, until that first prototype was handmade
here in Australia.
DH
Who were those six Australians? Can you name
them?
MH
There would’ve been Dave Brown of course, Roy
Rainsford (Roy was a champion man too), there
was Peter Taylor – who was my boss in the early
stages, and of course myself…
DH
That’s four.
MH
Then I brought Dean Bond up there because I
needed more help, and a guy called Peter Grey
out of the tooling section…
So that was it. That’s all the Australians who only
ever saw it.
All the drawings were done, so down it came.
Tooling had started, a prototype was ultimately
made.
Then a lot more people finally got to see it.
And the system is, that even with something
very secretive in terms of a new model, the big
dealers of Australia are first brought in for a
review, two years before it ever hits the road...
DH
The big dealers? Like, the sellers?
MH
Yeah, because their opinions are the most
important. After all, they are the ones who are
gonna sell it.
DH
And what did they say?
MH
Well, they all felt it looked a ‘bit heavy’...
DH
Mmmm...
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MH
But they only ever got about one viewing of it,
before it went back onto the test track and it
was written off – so not many people at all got
to see it. Now it wasn’t until the first one actually
started rolling down the production line that the
general public – well, those who worked at the
factory and so forth, anyway – saw it.
But by then, it was totally committed to. The
money was spent. And you don’t go backwards
from there.
DH
Now you only built like just over two thousand
of the Valiant hardtops... and only a handful of
the Chrysler by Chrysler hardtop.
MH
Yes, that’s right.
DH
It wouldn’t be many.
The national register of all Chrysler Australia
products is the Valiant InfoBase, created and
maintained by Bill Papanicolaou. Several sources
have offered differing guesses over the years,
but Bill has now finally accurately collated the
production numbers for the three hardtops from the
actual factory buildsheets. They are:
VH – 910
VJ – 1,060
CH – 476
After Herman Coomans created the very first
hardtop register way back in the late 1990s,
several hardtop enthusiasts have continued to
track their provenance. As of November 2021,
Geoff James confirms 182 VJ Hardtops have
survived, Martino Di Maria lists 127 CH hardtops
accounted for, and Bill has recorded the status of
92 VH hardtops. Of course not all of them are on
the road, but at least we know what happened
to them.
There may also be another hundred or so of each
hardtop probably out there that haven’t been
unearthed or revealed by shy owners. James
Long estimates that perhaps up to 20% of all
hippos might still survive in one form or another,
including total basket cases.
And while these are still rare numbers, surprisingly
the VH, CH and VJ hardtop do survive in much
higher proportions from their original production
totals compared to sedans, wagons and utes. Most
likely because they have been coveted by zealots
(like me) for decades now.
Whereas the survival rate of other Ranger and
Regal models would be pitiful. Good VH and VJ
sedans and wagons are still being sacrificed as
donor cars for Chargers and hardtops today.
DH
Yet they built heaps of Chargers?
Was that because when the Charger took off (and
yeah I know we’re not meant to be talking about
the Charger so much)...
Mal laughs.
But I also have this theory that the Charger...
I said this to Bill, who commiserated with me.

“Now there there, Dave...” he said to me. It was
quite funny!
That basically ‘the Charger’s success was the
hardtop’s failure’.
MH
I think that’s a fair comment. Yes.
DH
Because then the press at that time, initially
when the VH range first came out, they didn’t
like immediately wholeheartedly bag the hardtop
or anything.
They tested it, and made some criticisms, but
they pretty much concluded “oh yeah, it’s just
like all the other cars that are out there...”
It wasn’t THAT inordinately bad.
But as time went on, it almost seems like the
success of the Charger changed the response
to the hardtop. That maybe the Charger started
to colour the press’ ongoing coverage of the
hardtop. Soon they began to love the Charger, but
ripped into the hardtop. They even laughed at it.
Do you know why?
Can you explain that?
MH
I think that could just be the press. I don’t know.
But money wasn’t being spent on it.
Plenty of advertising dollar was going on the
sedan and station wagon and so on, though.
But the two-door hardtop rarely got a mention.
DH
To me, it seems like it was kinda like ushered
away. And that’s why I’m calling this book “The
Lost Australian Chrysler” because to me it almost
seems like CAL didn’t know what to do with it. It
was ‘lost’.
MH
Well, we had a short wheelbase sedan, a long
wheelbase sedan, a long wheelbase hardtop, a
short wheelbase hardtop (or Charger), a station
wagon, a ute, a panel van... Y’know, you’re
probably spreading it a bit thin, over too many
models...
DH
I think that was actually Tony Evans’ initial
observation of the VH, which I suspect became
the basis of much of his criticism.
That CAL had confused the buyer by offering
way too many models, and in the process never
quite nailed the product – which they might’ve
achieved with a more concerted approach upon
a lesser number.
More focus.
MH
... and then in came all the choices!
‘Oh we’ll have it with this type of steering
wheel, in this trim, or that trim, different kinds
of spokes...’
DH
Valiants are notorious for their bloody option
codes, hey. Don’t worry, it’s a whole science
today, believe me...
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western union
luke balzan VISITS:

western australIa
Travelling for work is a pretty cool gig. You get to see lots of places, try many different foods, and essentially work out of a
different office/hotel room/airport/café each and every day. It does come with its downsides though, with one of the worst side
effects finding yourself spending lots of time alone. A recent trip I did to WA, specifically to avoid the almost-certain (and now
proven) closure of WA borders to pretty much everyone meant that I had a weekend spare with loads of time to kill.
I travel to Perth often, so have done all the usual tourist traps,
and many of the interesting things to see are well beyond city
limits, which restricts what you can do.
So while my actual family was back home in Adelaide, I
decided to reach out to my extended ‘car family’, and spoke
to some of the fine folk from the Charger Club of WA.
As luck would have it, they’d organised a cruise while I was
in town, so I decided to tag along. Alas, I was only in my
Subaru hire car, but I ventured out to the BP at Baldivis,
out on the Kwinana Freeway, and quickly spotted my kind
of people!

It was great to catch up with everyone over there and have
a bit of a chat about cars, their club, the difficulties we’re all
having getting hold of parts, and most importantly, I had time
to have a perve on some awesome cars!
As their club name suggests, there were quite a few tidy
Chargers up for the cruise, as well as a solid VC, a VG
hardtop that had a VIP front end treatment, an AMC Javelin,
a tough sounding VJ hardtop, and my fave, a sweet-as VG
Pacer hardtop.
Definitely some fine eye candy over there, and a great bunch
of guys too!

As expected, the western branch of the Valiant family were as welcoming as us here in Adelaide, and it’s great to see our Mopar obsession alive and well interstate!
I look forward to welcoming you guys back here in Adelaide when you’re next across… as I’m sure that will be before Marky Mark lets us back in over there!

– Luke

A pillarless hardtop is inherently less rigid than
a pillared body, requiring extra underbody
strength to prevent shake. Production hardtops
commonly share the frame or reinforced body
structure of the contemporary convertible model,
which is already reinforced to compensate for
the lack of a fixed roof.
The hardtop began to disappear along with
convertibles in the mid-1970s, partly out of a
concern that US federal safety regulations would
be difficult for pillarless models to pass. The
ascendancy of monocoque construction also
made the pillarless design less practical.
Some models adopted modified roof styling,
placing the B pillars behind tinted side window
glass and painting or moulding the outer side of
each pillar in black to make them less visible,
creating a hardtop look without actually omitting
the pillar.
Some mid- to late-1970s models continued their
previous two-door hardtop bodies, but with fixed
rear windows or a variety of vinyl roof and opera
window treatments.
By the end of the 1990s, almost all hardtop
designs disappeared as structural integrity
standards continued to increase.
That’s what I reckon too.
MH
The truth is there’s no real difference between a
coupe and hardtop...
Other than the original hardtop looked more like
a two-door sedan, basically.
My best consensus is this.
Two-door, no B pillar, winding rear windows = hardtop
Two-door, no B pillar, fixed windows = coupe
Two-door, B pillar, fixed windows = two-door sedan

So what makes a Charger a coupe? Is it the lack
of wind down rear windows?
The consensus suggests a hardtop has no B pillar
whereas a coupe does. Remember the hardtop
term comes from the car looking like a convertible
(no B pillar or frames around the glass in the
doors etc), but has a steel (hard) roof.
But car manufacturers have often used both
terms for both types of vehicle.
The marketing writers of each of the Big Three
actually used the definition of hardtop and coupe
in many different ways over the years.
For example, in the States, Ford actually officially
called their two-door Mustang with a sloped roof
a ‘fastback’, and with a square roof a ‘coupe’. But
when Ford brought out their XA two-door here in
Australia soon afterwards, they called it a ‘coupe’
– yet it’s profile was sloped and it didn’t have
a B pillar.
It has been clearly documented that Chrysler had
a strict factory definition of both... and our VH,
CH and VJ hardtop meets that definition exactly.
The Charger is a little more flakey because there
technically is no ‘true’ B pillar and some versions
had pop out windows.
However, in true Mopar canon, considering the
‘hardtop’ was intended to be a hard-roofed ‘soft
top’, the Aussie Charger does not meet that
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description at all – so ‘coupe’ actually would be a
more accurate descriptive for the Charger.
If your Valiant was marketed as a ‘hardtop’ then
guessably that’s what you should call it.
DH
So a lot of people theorise that the VH hardtop,
and the VJ hardtop – and consequently the CH
hardtop, are related to the ‘69-‘70 Dodge Charger
and Plymouth Roadrunner, but I dunno…
I actually think it looks more like a ‘71 to ‘73
Dodge Charger and Roadrunner – y’know, the
later model... later B body.
And in the end they actually came out around
about the same time as the VH.
MH
Well yes, the B body is the late American
Charger...
And it was the last ‘true’ yank Charger.
DH
Now there’s a lot of conjecture... many people
say that the Valiant, most of the VH range, was
somewhere in between a B body and A body car.
Do you think there could be any direct relationship
between our VH Valiant and any other yank cars?
MH
What determines that is the platform...
The platform it was built on, as it is today.
The original A body was actually our first
Valiant platform, and the original B body was
the Coronet, the American Charger and so on.
While the C body was the Plymouth Fury, Dodge
Monaco – and so on.
So there are three sizes of bodies that varied
mostly in wheelbase. And with that wheelbase
came the opportunity for additional overhang.
And of course in that era, the C body in particular
had massive overhang. I know that Chevy used
to sledge it as ‘like the flight deck of an aircraft
carrier’...
But it was all boot. There wasn’t a lot more room
inside...
That’s why even our Charger still had the same
amount of room inside because most of the
shortening was done at the back end.
We chopped 100ml from that wheelbase.
DH
I don’t want to talk about Chargers anymore,
man. Because everyone’s talking about Chargers
this year!
Yeah, yeah... I know – I got a chip on my shoulder
about that...
We laugh out loud.
So going back to the hippo, that’s my baby – and
after all that’s what we’re here to talk about…
Do you think it was marketed well?
MH
No.
DH
You said that to me on the phone... no?

MH
Definitely not.
DH
Bill Chinnick believes it was. Because it was
‘aimed at an older sports luxury market’.
But I think what actually happened (and this is
why the Charger ended up being so successful)
was that all these blokes having a midlife crisis,
saw the successful advertising campaign “Hey
Charger!” with all these beautiful women...
like, running up to this “sportier” car – and they
wanted to get in on that action.
So all these older blokes who were supposed to
be buying the hardtop, were seduced into buying
the Charger instead.
Bill puts that all down to the fact that Young &
Rubicam just did such an excellent advertising
campaign for the Charger –
I blame Alvin Purple!
I don’t think CAL ever knew what they were doing
with the hardtop. And kinda let it slide because it
was thrust upon them.
Is that fair? Or is that an incorrect assumption?
What do you think?
MH
Well…
Mal shrugs.
DH
Dya think it was marketed properly?
I’m certain of my theory – which is why I’m calling
my book The Lost Australian Chrysler.
MH
It wasn’t a favourite choice.
I think Dave Brown agreed to it ultimately due to
US pressure, but at that stage of course nobody
ever had a Charger in mind. It hadn’t even been
conceived yet as such.
When the VH finally got here, remember the only
two-door hardtop that anybody had seen at all
was the clay model in America, and that never
left the styling studio...
DH
It never left the States.
MH
You can’t move them around at all.
DH
They’re too heavy and too fragile.
MH
So over there, you make your decisions based
on what’s around you... like any environment.
The roads are bigger and wider... cars are bigger.
DH
That’s exactly what Bill Chinnick said, yeah.
MH
It doesn’t seem that much bigger over there.
When you’re there. You don’t notice it.
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With curved lines they had to cut contours
through it all then – to see what the curvature
was in the other shape.
The patience and care to accurately and
efficiently collect all that data like that – in such
an organic and analog way – must have been
bloody exhausting.
Quite astounding really.
Especially when you compare it to today, where
we can rely on a microchip to crunch all those
numbers for us – to be absolutely exact; and in
a millisecond!
A lost art!
DH
Can I just interject here for a minute, mate?
So when Brian Smyth and Bill Chinnick went over
to America, were they clay modellers over there
in the International Studio?
MH
No. They weren’t.
Dean Bond was.
Bill Chinnick and Tom Campbell went over there
after I came back. That would’ve been early
1969 I’d say, because at the stage that I came
back the Charger hadn’t even been conceived –
and that’s what (the project) they went on (they
went over for).
Dean Bond was over there with me when we did
the other models beforehand in 1968, and then
he went back with Bill…
I’m not quite sure why Bill initially went to
America, because he was a clay modeller for
the Charger – and that modelling would all be
done here in Australia...

MH
Oh, champion bloke!
DH
So did Bill. Everybody loved him didn’t they?

DH
– But not a direct correlation, you don’t think?

MH
Yes, he was a great guy. And a good leader.
DH
Gavin Farmer said to me that he got the distinct
impression from David Brown’s daughter that the
hardtop was forced upon him.
And you sorta said the same thing?
MH
Yep. Pretty much.
DH
You told me about how you were sitting there in
the studio in Detroit, when he leaned over and
asked you what you thought of it – and you
replied “Well, I reckon it’s alright”.
MH
Yeah –
DH
But when you asked him back, “why, what do
you think?” Dave Brown just grunted...

MH
That was here... later on.
DH
I think it must’ve been for the ill-fated hatchback.

DH
And that was a mistake?

I might have to go back and ask Bill to expand
upon that.
So Hubbach actually came out here and drew the
Charger here, didn’t he? At Tonsley Park –
MH
Yes. The states never saw it until it went into
production.
But I’m sure they knew of it.
DH
But... a thousand miles away...
Was it a big top secret conspiracy?
Bill Chinnick says it wasn’t. He assumes that they
probably knew about it, but he kinda alludes they
probably didn’t care. Is that your perception?
MH
Yeah.
David Brown had a lot of control over the
company. And he was an engineer anyway...

Do you think that had any influence on the
development of our coupe – the Charger – here?
MH
I think when you look at them in hindsight,
there’s a relationship there.

MH
That’s right.
He was nervous about it because we had no
experience with a two-door hardtop.
This is 1968. Our first hardtop, the VF – which
was the American Dodge Dart – didn’t land here
‘til 69. So we really made that decision prior to
any proven and consistent market knowledge of
two-door hardtops in Australia.

DH
Maybe he and Brian Smyth went back to the US
to work on the Charger?
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DH
And he was a good bloke too, wasn’t he?
I know you liked him.

MH
I’d say so.
That’s why Dave was iffish about it.
Plus, it was a big looking motor car too.
DH
Well I think it’s beautiful. I think the ample lines
are what make it beautiful. But anyway...
I don’t know where I got this from now, but there
was a commentary that the trend in America was
veering away from the big long hardtop to a more
coupe shape.
That ‘pony cars’ such as the Ford Mustang were
coming in, and eventually of course Chrysler
would come out with their own pony cars – like
the Dodge Challenger and Plymouth Barracuda.
Pony cars were smaller, like the E body Chryslers.
I’ve since discovered in my research that this
observation is subject to opinion.

Many hardtoppers would like to romanticise that
their cars are direct descendants of the yankee
Charger and Roadrunner.
Sorry, they just aren’t.
MH
No.
Bugger.
They’re unique ‘to Australia’.
But again, influenced by all the things being
done from studio to studio...
Virgil Exner, who developed the Forward Look…
(I’d never met him, he’d finished up long by the
time I got there)…
He left Chrysler because the corporation didn’t
feel that their product was ‘as good as it should
be’. So Engel was brought over from Ford, and
of course he brings with him his Ford ideas, and
the like – which, as we know now, they were
getting fairly bulbous at the time too...
DH
The ‘fuselage look’ was all the rage at that time,
hey. So this is ‘68-69?
MH
Yep. And I guess Ford followed through with that
on their two door-coupe that they brought out
here too, about the same time as ours.
It was a pretty large looking motor car too...
DH
Yeah, but theirs was an actual coupe though – it
had a fastback.
Whereas we had a hardtop, didn’t we?
MH
Well, that’s another interesting conversation.
The variable in those two terms...
DH
Yeah (I laugh) it’s a debateable question, I know.
All about the B pillar.
MH
I think everybody takes a bit of licence with it.
A ‘hardtop’ was generally referred to as a
convertible with a steel top. In other words
it had no B pillar, and it was a very ‘open
looking’ vehicle.
Well, Wikipedia says:
The pillarless hardtop (often abbreviated to
“hardtop”) is a hardtop with no B-pillar which is
often styled to look like a convertible. If window
frames are present, they are designed to retract
with the glass when lowered. This creates
an impression of uninterrupted glass along the
side of the car.
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They were running it 24 hours a day for a
while, because this was the longest wheelbase
two-door that we’d ever produced...

driving the cause
danny caIazza

DH
Right –

aussIe muscle car run
In 2012, Danny Caiazza, Marcello Caiazza, Angelo Caiazza and Mario Romaldi all had a family member impacted by Leukaemia.
So, they decided to enter the Leukaemia Foundation Aussie Muscle Car Run to raise crucial funds for the now Bridgestone
Leukaemia Foundation patient village at Lightsview in South Australia.
Over the next seven years Danny and Marcello have participated in seven Aussie Muscle Car Runs – raising in excess of $311,000!
thousands of people we are aiming to raise
in excess of $300,000 for the benefit of even
more children.
The run is open to muscle cars of the golden
era of Bathurst, built between 1963 and 1977.
Replicas are welcome and the organisers also
consider special interest vehicles.
The Aussie Muscle Car Run provides registrants
with the opportunity to enjoy time travelling with
fellow muscle car lovers in iconic cars through
iconic Australian scenery.
The event started in 2012 and has raised more
than $3.2 million for the Leukaemia Foundation.
As of 2020, the Aussie Muscle Car Run has
joined with Variety.
Variety, the children’s charity exists solely to
support children who are sick, disadvantaged or
living with a disability in our community. This is
done in many and varied ways; directly to families
for medical equipment or vital surgery, funding
third party children’s critical service providers,
supporting infrastructure and inclusive programs
at schools and hospitals and more.

Danny is driving a 1964 AP5 Valiant Regal which
was purchased brand new by his father on the
November 25, 1964 – and has been in the family
ever since. The AP5 started off with a Slant 6 225
and in 1988 underwent a heart transplant with an
ex-Police Pursuit 318.
That motor lasted all the way to 2013, used in the
first Aussie Muscle Car Run.

Variety maximises the impact on children in need
by providing funding for grants, many where no
other option was available. Addressing unmet
needs to the instant relief of families and carers
who had exhausted all other avenues.

After finishing the first run, Danny decided that
it was time for a new motor to keep up with the
GT Falcons. So once again the car went through
another careful heart transplant and this time
a supercharger was introduced to the 318 to
produce 410hp. The GTs and Monaros were no
longer a problem.

The bulk of the funds are raised via unique
motoring events – one of which is the Aussie
Muscle Car Run next set to hit the bitumen in
March 2022. We will have over fifty teams enter
this event and through the support of literally

The Valiant has been fortunate to have raced and
driven around some of Australia’s most amazing
race tracks, including Bathurst, Phillip Island,
Eastern Creek, Winton and The Bend. The
most memorable drive was over the Sydney

Harbour bridge, over Mount Hotham and doing
211kmh down the straight at The Bend.
Not bad for a 57 year old Valiant!
Danny has also participated in a numerous
amount of local carshows to raise money for
Leukaemia / Variety. From All Chrysler Day,
Coffee and Chrome, to the SMASA Show
‘N Shine. One of the major fundraising events
Danny and Marcello organise each year is The
Italian Long Lunch. This has become a sold out
event every year.
Marcello is driving a 1972 VH six-pack
E49 Charger delivering approximately 300
horsepower. One highlight for the Charger was
coming off the race track at Phillip Island into the
kitty litter on the warm up lap!
Danny and Marcello would like to thank all their
sponsors over the years that have helped them
raise over $311,000.
We are looking forward to participating in the
all new Variety 2022 Aussie Muscle Car Run
which will be purely a South Australian event
– travelling 1500km over seven days, starting
from the Victoria Parade Grounds in the city on
March 25, 2022 before finishing in Glenelg on
April 1, 2022. Some of the towns that we will
be travelling through are Mallala, Port Augusta,
Whyalla, Claire, Barossa Valley, Goolwa and
The Bend.
If you would like to donate to this great cause
please go to the link below
https://aussie-muscle-car-run2022.raisely.com/
car8

– Danny Caiazza

MH
We didn’t have a lot of experience with
two-doors because they had only been brought
in with the VF model two years earlier...
That first generation of hardtop combined the VF
Valiant front, from the A-pillar forward, with the
rear of the US Dodge Dart. This included the Dart
floorpan with its 111-inch wheelbase.
...and that was actually an American Dodge Dart.
DH
Exactly.
But that was quite successful, wasn’t it?
MH
Yes, it was. It was very successful.
DH
So you banked on that idea...
The idea of continuing on with a two-door, to have
some sort of merit?
MH
Yep
DH
Although it didn’t did it?
As we now know, but anyway...
MH
Unfortunately out there on a nighttime run we
had a head-on with the two-door. A tree.
It was a total writeoff –
So by then...
DH
Can you remember what motor?
MH
– I think it only had a six, but I’m not sure on that.
We weren’t there to prove the motor though, we
were there to prove the body.
We then came back, and by then the four-door
sedan and the long wheelbase for it were more
advanced in the tooling, so we took some
of those components and built up another
prototype.
DH
Another hardtop?
MH
No, not a hardtop. The next time a four-door
sedan, short wheelbase and long wheelbase.
DH
So the Valiant and the Chrysler.
MH
Yep, what would become the Chrysler by
Chrysler, of course...
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And we did the rest of our testing on those
prototypes. Plus we were developing locally the
two door utility version of it all, and that’s what
we finished off with. And ran the conclusion of
our testing with that...
DH
So can we go back... back to the beginning of the
VH then?
Back in America.
Who actually designed the VH?
Was it Elwood Engel? Was it Bob Hubbach?
Bob Hubbach didn’t actually do anything until the
Charger, did he?
MH
No. Bob Hubbach wasn’t there at the early
stages of the VH. Bob came in part way through
the exercise.
Because Chrysler Corp had set up this Dodge
division and that Plymouth division – the deSoto
had I think been dropped by then – and a
Chrysler division...
They all upgraded autonomously. They each
had their own project centres, their own design
studios.
And while there was some interaction between
them, they would jealously guard their design.
Plymouth wouldn’t let Dodge know what they
were doing – but in actual reality, those at the
top usually always knew what was happening.
Apart from...
It turned out that they had a small studio which
they called the ‘International Studio’ – and that’s
where we did our work.
Designing a car is a process of virtually
determining what you want to do. In other
words, all the specifications. Do you want this
wheelbase or that wheelbase? What engine?
And so on...
And that varies over the years but that’s the
way it all starts – with a written specification.
And that was all done by the product planners
in Detroit.
DH
So – the Americans?
MH
Yes.
And then sketches are done...
DH
– By Aero Detroit?
That was the name of the studio apparently?
MH
No, it was still all internal – at that stage. At
Chrysler’s International styling studio.
All inhouse – and a high security area...
DH
So you don’t know the names of the guys that
actually ‘officially’ came up with the initial shape
of the VH?
MH
Yeah, I would say Art Blakely was one of them.
And Hal Pilkey.

And of course the guy that oversaw it was Engel.
DH
So Engel had final say.
MH
Yeah.
So the shape of the VH was an American vision,
after all. In the fuselage style en vogue at the time.
But this was a tiny little project in a corporation
that was building two or three million cars a
year. So it never was a big priority for him – or
any of the senior managers...
Our top guy was a Vice President of the
corporation... in charge of national operations.
So he had France and England under his control
– we were doing the Simca and the Hillman by
then. And of course Australia and South Africa,
and South America – and so on... and all them...
Models were made up full size in clay. They’d
layer modelling clay over a steel subframe and
then carefully work it off. Add a bit, take a bit...
y’know, outwards on this shape, then maybe go
inwards on that shape...
And then the different clay models all sat side by
side. There was the standard wheelbase sedan,
the station wagon, the long wheelbase sedan
and the long wheelbase two-door hardtop.
So they had four ‘clays’ in the studio.
DH
– All modelled at the same time.
MH
Yeah...
And that took the first three of four months of
1968. It’s a pretty big process to do all of that.
That data then gets transferred into a drawing,
and by that time they were able to first do it with
an early computer transfer...
DH
Is this a kind of 3D plotting?
Early days, but?
MH
Drawing at that stage was still 2D, by hand.
There was no computer drawing itself – but
we had computers to collect all the points we
plotted off the clay...
DH
Wow. You mapped all that by eye?
MH
Yes.
And then all that information went into 2D
drawings, measuring for fullsize...
DH
Oh – like, flat plans?
MH
Yes...
And then that plan view was superimposed over
the side view – so you had to have a fair bit of
knowledge to even read the damn things.
Mal laughs. I’m gobsmacked.
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bear earth
IntervIew TRANSCRIpT

mal holman: the HIppo fIles
I have now begun writing The Lost Australian Chrysler, an illustrated register and history of the VH, CH and VJ hardtops between
1971 and 1974. So please forgive me if there are any delays or weird change-ups affecting the regularity of Torqueback. But you
have been warned!
In preparation for my coffee-table book, I’ve been blessed to recently personally meet and yak with a few luminary figures from
Chrysler Australia – including Bill Chinnick (about the Charger for ACF 2021), John Grant (during Chugtober), and my now good
friend Malcolm Holman (who has spoken at several CCCSA and Restorers events now). After starting out as a tooling stylist at
Keswick, Mal was Design Manager for Valiant and then the Manager of Product Planning at Tonsley Park during the mid sixties
to early seventies. So he was right there when the whole VH program was created and underway.
A lot of the info I’ve been collecting probably won’t actually even make into the final publication, as it is more background
research to support my own opinions in what will become my overview for it. And this hardtops compendium will be more of a
picture book – much more like a surf book, inspired by Deus Ex Machina – or in the vein of Mambo.
But I reckon most of these blokes won’t be around much longer – so we need to collect some of our cars’ history down now,
before it’s all lost, hey. And I expect many of you will find this transcript of our talk quite interesting...
In late August this year, I took a good Uleybury cab sav up the freeway to the Adelaide Hills to see Mal Holman
again, now living at a nursing home in Mount Barker. It’d been a year since I saw him last and unfortunately
Mal is really starting to slow down now, but he’s still as sharp as a tack. So I ended up yakking with him for a
good five hours – a whole Saturday afternoon, when time stood still – and after transcribing our talk I wanted to
preserve it here in Torqueback for prosperity.
Mal and I have hung out a few times now. But this time we mostly gassed on about the hardtop – although as
much as we tried you can’t but help a passing mention to the Charger, the two models are so inextricably tied
– plus he did briefly tell me a bit more about the process of designing and tooling a car, as well as opening up
to me about himself and his time at CAL. He’s an interesting cat.
Mal told me quite a few fascinating things and set me straight on a few others. And now I’ve come to a definite
conclusion, that CAL never really knew what they were doing with the hardtop. And kinda let it slide because
it was thrust upon them. And Mal officially agrees with my summary that ‘the Charger’s success was the
hardtop’s demise’.
As he said, “The Charger destroyed it. When it stole its thunder.”
I decided to start our interview with a common
‘request’ question from the three hardtops’
Facebook pages...
DH
Why do some Valiants have front quarter vent
windows and some don’t? Like, I think a lot of the
later models had full windows. Is that fair to say?
I dunno.
Why’s that?
MH
The VH development program was a helluva job
for us. Way beyond our ability in Australia.
That’s why I spent most of 1968 in America.
DH
Most of 1968?
MH
Yeah...
And as a result of that, you’re very conscious of
cost because we had a budget we had to work
to. And during the development, to be able to
get rid of the quarter window, you gotta have
some ventilation.
We didn’t have the time or the money to
develop that at the very beginning, so that was
introduced a year or two later –

32

When there was more capacity to. When a bit
more time and money became available.
It’s fair to say we were on an extremely tight
budget to start with...
DH
So the twenty two million you were given by
Detroit – two million went towards the Charger,
so the whole original VH program cost 20 million.
Was that quite a small budget?
MH
Oh, very small. Today a new car costs about a
billion dollars. So even given inflation, for back
then – it was a very small number!
That would’ve been maybe a quarter of what
General Motors would spend on a new model.
DH
Wow.
MH
We had to squeeze everything out of that...

All your prototypes don’t have the benefit of a
semi-finished product off of tooling, so they are
hand-made by craftsmen over a mould that they
make up. And that’s a pretty expensive bit of
sheet metal...
DH
Totally. A few man hours on it, hey.
MH
Yeah.
The two-door hardtop was the first car that we
built.
DH
Yeah that’s what I wanna talk about all the time.
The hardtop!
Mal laughs.
DH
That’s the first VH that was actually built.
So what happened to it?
You smashed it out at Tarcoola?

DH
I read the first Charger cost about eighty grand
and used up twenty engines to make...

See Bill Chinnick’s interview, last issue.

MH
Oh, there was a lot of handmade parts.

We were testing out on the west coast, and we
had a team that rotated over there.

MH
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wayfarer hitch
Gurmuhk DHamI

one proud dad
Club stalwart and top bloke Gurmuhk Dhami recently (finally – after two years of frustration and a very expensive false start, due
to the pandemic) got to give away his beautiful daughter Akaash Kaur to a lucky fella in Karamdeep Singh. Their aussie Sikh
wedding was held at the Gurdawra temple at Glen Osmond back in October, with celebrations continuing on for four days (as
tradition dictates) at the family home.
Of course, the other star of the show undoubtedly was the beaming father-of-the-bride’s crispy ‘69 Valiant Wayfarer ute. Mopar is
love after all. Congratulations to Akaash and Karam on tying the knot and best wishes for a long and happy life together!
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institution and icons

member proFIle

chrIs And DI Hastwell
So now if you were to poll members of the CCCSA and ask: “Who are the most dedicated, hard-working, always willing to
pitch in, down-to-earth and welcoming members of our Club?”, I’d be willing to bet vital body parts that most folks would all
immediately answer: the Hastwells!
All superlatives aside – as you will soon see, Chris and Di are just plain legends of our club.
Chris spent his entire working life as a motor
mechanic. His introduction to Chrysler products
likely came during his apprenticeship at Yorke
Motors, though at the time he was driving around
in some of that Vauxhall “pommy crap!”
Di’s early working life was as a sewing machinist
– including making Levi’s clothing for Conway
Brothers. It was at a christmas function for
Conway’s in 1968 that Di and Chris were to meet.
The love affair with Chrysler was consummated in
1971 with the purchase of a white AP5 Valiant – a
car which they still have to this day, complete with
original number plates. The AP was to feature in
their wedding a year later and was the daily driver
for many years – till it was taken off the road in
1987 and rebuilt to its current magnificence in
1997; about the time they joined the CCCSA.
Somewhere during that period, they also owned
a bronze VJ sedan and a yellow XD Falcon (their
only dalliance with brand X).

“I’ll always be grateful to Chris and Di. In 2013, our first trip to Albury in the just-finished Challenger, it developed a fuel blockage before
Mildura. We tried to fix it there but couldn’t find the problem. By the time we reached Rutherglen the Dodge would not go over 70 km/h.
They ran back-up for us, following for I reckon over 300km, at 70km/h, just to make sure we made it. And still had cold beers when we
arrived! Thanks so much to both of them.” – Jason Rowley
pre-cut cake, buttered buns, bickies, snack bags,
and Chris would regularly load up 2 massive
camping eskies full of drinks into the back of the
ute, every meeting.

Plus, who hasn’t marvelled at the time and
engineering that has gone into the club’s flag and
banner stands that Chris has constructed during
‘retirement’ in his workshop.

In addition, they’ve been on the ACD/ACF
organising team for longer than we can remember.

There’s a whole corner of their shed that’s
dedicated to storing CCCSA equipment!

“It has been an honour and a privilege to have known and worked with Chris and Di in the
club for the last 20 years or so – and I am proud to call the Hastwell’s good friends. Their
hard work, ethics and camaraderie within the club (and personally) is an inspiration for
all of us.” – Steve De Wit

All that, and Chris has been inspecting vehicles
for Club Registration for the past 20 years!
He just doesn’t stop...

Donna recalls one occasion where: “After a day
out with the neighbours at the Birdwood Mill, we
were driving home down Baden Terrace when
Chris and the neighbour decided to take each
other on – Chris in the AP5 and the neighbour in
a XA Ford Falcon.
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“Driving side by side – with Di in the passenger
seat yelling and hitting Chris’s arm to get him to
slow down, us kids in the back screaming ‘yeah
let’s go! Let’s go!’ I can clearly remember looking
at the family in the XA alongside of us and see
the neighbour’s wife yelling and kids screaming
just like us – as the two cars battled it out down
the road. Chris had a bit of fun and once he was
‘finished playing’ he put his foot down. The XA
was clearly no match for the AP5.”

“I consider Chris and Di to be good friends and nothing ever seems to be too much trouble.
I also know that Chris likes his Coopers Pale Ale. To the point that he has wired both Di’s
Ute and the AP5 to connect to a dual battery system. This means that whenever they go
away the fridge is at the correct temperature at all times to keep the Coopers cold (or the
odd can of Coke Zero for Di, definitely no salads or anything edible.).
It even has voltage monitoring just like life support in hospital. That makes it possibly the
only AP5 in existence that has dual battery capability.”
– Stuart Croser

On the first club outings to the Bend Motorsport
Park, Di rode shotgun with Chris while the red
mist descended… she has vowed never to do
that again!

Chris doing oval layout over many years and,
memorably providing the kid’s entertainment
Engine-build challenge and Treasure-hunt quiz
prizes for the ACF year Sweet As.

The Hastwell’s commitment to CCCSA has been
incredible. Di has been Secretary for over eleven
years now, and pre-pandemic, regularly provided
our supper goodies, starting when we were at
Port Road. There were always multiple platters of

In 2012, they hosted the ACD volunteers &
sponsors dinner at their home in a back-garden
marquee. Still probably an easier gig than
hosting Christmas day for both Donna’s and
Steve’s full tribes.

Hastwell Auto Repairs, operating out of their
shed in the back yard. Chris on the spanners
and Di doing the bookwork and additional ‘hold/
pump/check this’ duties as required! Di also had
the job of parts collection in the work vehicle – a
VK Dodge ute.
The acquisition of that ute has an interesting
story, as told by daughter Donna:
“Mum and Dad were up at Mannum one afternoon
when there was a mention of a Chrysler ute on
an old farm, and after a few beers Dad and his
brother-in-law decided that it was worth going
to have a look.
A couple of hours later there was this horrendous
noise and a massive cloud of smoke coming
down the road. The noise and smoke stopped
at the front of the house and after the smoke
cleared it revealed Dad sitting in this 1976 VK
Dodge ute – proud of his new purchase.
We all thought that he had lost the plot...

“If there’s ever a job that needs doing, you can bet that Chris or Di will be the first with
their hand up to volunteer and get it done. Generous to a fault, I’ve never heard anyone
say a bad word about them. I have made some great friends at CCCSA, none more so
than Chris and Di. Many a ‘quick’ visit for club business has turned into an afternoon of
sampling Chris’ home brew and solving the world’s ills.” – Iain Carlin
In 1975, Chrysler Australia called, and Chris
went to work at Tonsley in the Mechanical and
Electrical Rectification section, fixing QA issues –
a time that he recalls fondly and where he learned
a lot about the Valiants of the day.
Chris worked for various dealerships over
the years as a mechanic. Between 1985 and
1987, as Service Manager at Marion Mazda
(later Southern Nissan), where he was
awarded the Mazda Dealership Service Award
three years running!
In 1989, fed up with the politics and grind of
dealership mechanics, Chris and Di set up Chris

As this ute looked beyond repair – you heard it
before you saw it, the interior had been eaten
by rodents, hay and stuff was sticking out of it
everywhere, there were no brakes and it had
bullet holes down the sides.
Dad drove it home from Mannum, that night,
mind you very slowly, and brought the ute back
to life. The ute was used as the work car for
many years, and they still have it today.”

The business ran until 2016 when it was time
to hang up the spanners and indulge in 4WD
and camping, like many others of middle age.
Remaining true to the brand, those trips have
all been in one of three Jeep Grand Cherokees.
They’ve done the big road trips, but it takes
a special effort to do Mt Isa several times.
Retirement has also allowed them to spend
quality time with the four grandkids.
Speaking of kids, their indoctrination to Mopar
began at a very early age for their children Donna
and Steve, with their first car being a purple GC
Galant which survived Donna, but alas, wasn’t up
to the punishment when Steve took over. Donna
and Steve both now have classic APs and other
Chryslers in their stable. The first grandchild to
drive, Karalee, learned in a PT Cruiser!
Retaining a soft spot for the Galant, when club
member Peter Briggs put his GC up for sale
in 2019, another Chrysler was added to the
collection – and is now Di’s car.
Chris and Di are very proud of their family and
thanks to the home business were able to look
after their young grandkids. On one occasion
all four grand kids came for a sleepover at their
house where they decided to all go for a bike
ride. On their travels they were stopped by the
Police and Chris was questioned as to why he
was not wearing a helmet, but he did have on his
wide brim hat. Chris proceeded to argue with the
Police Officer that he was not required to wear a
helmet as that did not provide protection from the
sun, much to the grand kid’s amusement.
You might not think it, but there’s a bit of the
larrikin boy-racer in Chris.

“What a great couple and asset to the club. Always happy to help anyone especially
involving Mopars. Only time I saw Chris not happy was at the Clipsal 500 on his way
back from the bar, they didn’t have Coopers so he came back with VB (very bad). Not
happy!” – Richard Peak

No wonder they were awarded Life Membership in
October 2011 (along with another Club champion,
Jason Rowley)!
There are so many other stories we could have
included here – we’d probably need a whole
magazine. Suffice to say, our club wouldn’t be
what it is today without Chris and Di Hastwell. We
are very grateful for all they do and have done.
They are truly legends of the CCCSA!

– Iain
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Chris and Di, Chris and Di, Chris and Di...
When I first started getting involved with the committee there weren’t too many sentences being spoken that didn’t include
their names These two legends in my opinion are the backbone of the CCCSA as we know it today. If there is an event that
is organised, Chris and Di will be there. If there is an event that needs to be organised, Chris and Di will organise it. If there’s
anything that needs to be brought along to that event, Chris and Di will bring it. Members of the club have so much to thank for
the time that these beautiful people have contributed to the club.
At the 2021 annual general meeting I made a special presentation to Di for her contribution to the club generally but specifically
in the role as secretary. She would soon like to retire as secretary and I wanted to acknowledge her efforts before she finally
hangs up the boots. At the AGM, I presented Di with a special Presidents Award; being a gift voucher for her to take her
grandchildren along to Monarto zoo.
My job as president is always made much easier through the contribution made by Chris and Di. I personally would like to thank
them sincerely. And I value my friendship with them warmly.
– Andrew Ingleton
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institution and icons

member proFIle

chrIs And DI Hastwell
So now if you were to poll members of the CCCSA and ask: “Who are the most dedicated, hard-working, always willing to
pitch in, down-to-earth and welcoming members of our Club?”, I’d be willing to bet vital body parts that most folks would all
immediately answer: the Hastwells!
All superlatives aside – as you will soon see, Chris and Di are just plain legends of our club.
Chris spent his entire working life as a motor
mechanic. His introduction to Chrysler products
likely came during his apprenticeship at Yorke
Motors, though at the time he was driving around
in some of that Vauxhall “pommy crap!”
Di’s early working life was as a sewing machinist
– including making Levi’s clothing for Conway
Brothers. It was at a christmas function for
Conway’s in 1968 that Di and Chris were to meet.
The love affair with Chrysler was consummated in
1971 with the purchase of a white AP5 Valiant – a
car which they still have to this day, complete with
original number plates. The AP was to feature in
their wedding a year later and was the daily driver
for many years – till it was taken off the road in
1987 and rebuilt to its current magnificence in
1997; about the time they joined the CCCSA.
Somewhere during that period, they also owned
a bronze VJ sedan and a yellow XD Falcon (their
only dalliance with brand X).

“I’ll always be grateful to Chris and Di. In 2013, our first trip to Albury in the just-finished Challenger, it developed a fuel blockage before
Mildura. We tried to fix it there but couldn’t find the problem. By the time we reached Rutherglen the Dodge would not go over 70 km/h.
They ran back-up for us, following for I reckon over 300km, at 70km/h, just to make sure we made it. And still had cold beers when we
arrived! Thanks so much to both of them.” – Jason Rowley
pre-cut cake, buttered buns, bickies, snack bags,
and Chris would regularly load up 2 massive
camping eskies full of drinks into the back of the
ute, every meeting.

Plus, who hasn’t marvelled at the time and
engineering that has gone into the club’s flag and
banner stands that Chris has constructed during
‘retirement’ in his workshop.

In addition, they’ve been on the ACD/ACF
organising team for longer than we can remember.

There’s a whole corner of their shed that’s
dedicated to storing CCCSA equipment!

“It has been an honour and a privilege to have known and worked with Chris and Di in the
club for the last 20 years or so – and I am proud to call the Hastwell’s good friends. Their
hard work, ethics and camaraderie within the club (and personally) is an inspiration for
all of us.” – Steve De Wit

All that, and Chris has been inspecting vehicles
for Club Registration for the past 20 years!
He just doesn’t stop...

Donna recalls one occasion where: “After a day
out with the neighbours at the Birdwood Mill, we
were driving home down Baden Terrace when
Chris and the neighbour decided to take each
other on – Chris in the AP5 and the neighbour in
a XA Ford Falcon.
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“Driving side by side – with Di in the passenger
seat yelling and hitting Chris’s arm to get him to
slow down, us kids in the back screaming ‘yeah
let’s go! Let’s go!’ I can clearly remember looking
at the family in the XA alongside of us and see
the neighbour’s wife yelling and kids screaming
just like us – as the two cars battled it out down
the road. Chris had a bit of fun and once he was
‘finished playing’ he put his foot down. The XA
was clearly no match for the AP5.”

“I consider Chris and Di to be good friends and nothing ever seems to be too much trouble.
I also know that Chris likes his Coopers Pale Ale. To the point that he has wired both Di’s
Ute and the AP5 to connect to a dual battery system. This means that whenever they go
away the fridge is at the correct temperature at all times to keep the Coopers cold (or the
odd can of Coke Zero for Di, definitely no salads or anything edible.).
It even has voltage monitoring just like life support in hospital. That makes it possibly the
only AP5 in existence that has dual battery capability.”
– Stuart Croser

On the first club outings to the Bend Motorsport
Park, Di rode shotgun with Chris while the red
mist descended… she has vowed never to do
that again!

Chris doing oval layout over many years and,
memorably providing the kid’s entertainment
Engine-build challenge and Treasure-hunt quiz
prizes for the ACF year Sweet As.

The Hastwell’s commitment to CCCSA has been
incredible. Di has been Secretary for over eleven
years now, and pre-pandemic, regularly provided
our supper goodies, starting when we were at
Port Road. There were always multiple platters of

In 2012, they hosted the ACD volunteers &
sponsors dinner at their home in a back-garden
marquee. Still probably an easier gig than
hosting Christmas day for both Donna’s and
Steve’s full tribes.

Hastwell Auto Repairs, operating out of their
shed in the back yard. Chris on the spanners
and Di doing the bookwork and additional ‘hold/
pump/check this’ duties as required! Di also had
the job of parts collection in the work vehicle – a
VK Dodge ute.
The acquisition of that ute has an interesting
story, as told by daughter Donna:
“Mum and Dad were up at Mannum one afternoon
when there was a mention of a Chrysler ute on
an old farm, and after a few beers Dad and his
brother-in-law decided that it was worth going
to have a look.
A couple of hours later there was this horrendous
noise and a massive cloud of smoke coming
down the road. The noise and smoke stopped
at the front of the house and after the smoke
cleared it revealed Dad sitting in this 1976 VK
Dodge ute – proud of his new purchase.
We all thought that he had lost the plot...
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Chris worked for various dealerships over
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1987, as Service Manager at Marion Mazda
(later Southern Nissan), where he was
awarded the Mazda Dealership Service Award
three years running!
In 1989, fed up with the politics and grind of
dealership mechanics, Chris and Di set up Chris
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before you saw it, the interior had been eaten
by rodents, hay and stuff was sticking out of it
everywhere, there were no brakes and it had
bullet holes down the sides.
Dad drove it home from Mannum, that night,
mind you very slowly, and brought the ute back
to life. The ute was used as the work car for
many years, and they still have it today.”

The business ran until 2016 when it was time
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and camping, like many others of middle age.
Remaining true to the brand, those trips have
all been in one of three Jeep Grand Cherokees.
They’ve done the big road trips, but it takes
a special effort to do Mt Isa several times.
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quality time with the four grandkids.
Speaking of kids, their indoctrination to Mopar
began at a very early age for their children Donna
and Steve, with their first car being a purple GC
Galant which survived Donna, but alas, wasn’t up
to the punishment when Steve took over. Donna
and Steve both now have classic APs and other
Chryslers in their stable. The first grandchild to
drive, Karalee, learned in a PT Cruiser!
Retaining a soft spot for the Galant, when club
member Peter Briggs put his GC up for sale
in 2019, another Chrysler was added to the
collection – and is now Di’s car.
Chris and Di are very proud of their family and
thanks to the home business were able to look
after their young grandkids. On one occasion
all four grand kids came for a sleepover at their
house where they decided to all go for a bike
ride. On their travels they were stopped by the
Police and Chris was questioned as to why he
was not wearing a helmet, but he did have on his
wide brim hat. Chris proceeded to argue with the
Police Officer that he was not required to wear a
helmet as that did not provide protection from the
sun, much to the grand kid’s amusement.
You might not think it, but there’s a bit of the
larrikin boy-racer in Chris.

“What a great couple and asset to the club. Always happy to help anyone especially
involving Mopars. Only time I saw Chris not happy was at the Clipsal 500 on his way
back from the bar, they didn’t have Coopers so he came back with VB (very bad). Not
happy!” – Richard Peak

No wonder they were awarded Life Membership in
October 2011 (along with another Club champion,
Jason Rowley)!
There are so many other stories we could have
included here – we’d probably need a whole
magazine. Suffice to say, our club wouldn’t be
what it is today without Chris and Di Hastwell. We
are very grateful for all they do and have done.
They are truly legends of the CCCSA!

– Iain
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wayfarer hitch
Gurmuhk DHamI

one proud dad
Club stalwart and top bloke Gurmuhk Dhami recently (finally – after two years of frustration and a very expensive false start, due
to the pandemic) got to give away his beautiful daughter Akaash Kaur to a lucky fella in Karamdeep Singh. Their aussie Sikh
wedding was held at the Gurdawra temple at Glen Osmond back in October, with celebrations continuing on for four days (as
tradition dictates) at the family home.
Of course, the other star of the show undoubtedly was the beaming father-of-the-bride’s crispy ‘69 Valiant Wayfarer ute. Mopar is
love after all. Congratulations to Akaash and Karam on tying the knot and best wishes for a long and happy life together!
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bear earth
IntervIew TRANSCRIpT

mal holman: the HIppo fIles
I have now begun writing The Lost Australian Chrysler, an illustrated register and history of the VH, CH and VJ hardtops between
1971 and 1974. So please forgive me if there are any delays or weird change-ups affecting the regularity of Torqueback. But you
have been warned!
In preparation for my coffee-table book, I’ve been blessed to recently personally meet and yak with a few luminary figures from
Chrysler Australia – including Bill Chinnick (about the Charger for ACF 2021), John Grant (during Chugtober), and my now good
friend Malcolm Holman (who has spoken at several CCCSA and Restorers events now). After starting out as a tooling stylist at
Keswick, Mal was Design Manager for Valiant and then the Manager of Product Planning at Tonsley Park during the mid sixties
to early seventies. So he was right there when the whole VH program was created and underway.
A lot of the info I’ve been collecting probably won’t actually even make into the final publication, as it is more background
research to support my own opinions in what will become my overview for it. And this hardtops compendium will be more of a
picture book – much more like a surf book, inspired by Deus Ex Machina – or in the vein of Mambo.
But I reckon most of these blokes won’t be around much longer – so we need to collect some of our cars’ history down now,
before it’s all lost, hey. And I expect many of you will find this transcript of our talk quite interesting...
In late August this year, I took a good Uleybury cab sav up the freeway to the Adelaide Hills to see Mal Holman
again, now living at a nursing home in Mount Barker. It’d been a year since I saw him last and unfortunately
Mal is really starting to slow down now, but he’s still as sharp as a tack. So I ended up yakking with him for a
good five hours – a whole Saturday afternoon, when time stood still – and after transcribing our talk I wanted to
preserve it here in Torqueback for prosperity.
Mal and I have hung out a few times now. But this time we mostly gassed on about the hardtop – although as
much as we tried you can’t but help a passing mention to the Charger, the two models are so inextricably tied
– plus he did briefly tell me a bit more about the process of designing and tooling a car, as well as opening up
to me about himself and his time at CAL. He’s an interesting cat.
Mal told me quite a few fascinating things and set me straight on a few others. And now I’ve come to a definite
conclusion, that CAL never really knew what they were doing with the hardtop. And kinda let it slide because
it was thrust upon them. And Mal officially agrees with my summary that ‘the Charger’s success was the
hardtop’s demise’.
As he said, “The Charger destroyed it. When it stole its thunder.”
I decided to start our interview with a common
‘request’ question from the three hardtops’
Facebook pages...
DH
Why do some Valiants have front quarter vent
windows and some don’t? Like, I think a lot of the
later models had full windows. Is that fair to say?
I dunno.
Why’s that?
MH
The VH development program was a helluva job
for us. Way beyond our ability in Australia.
That’s why I spent most of 1968 in America.
DH
Most of 1968?
MH
Yeah...
And as a result of that, you’re very conscious of
cost because we had a budget we had to work
to. And during the development, to be able to
get rid of the quarter window, you gotta have
some ventilation.
We didn’t have the time or the money to
develop that at the very beginning, so that was
introduced a year or two later –
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When there was more capacity to. When a bit
more time and money became available.
It’s fair to say we were on an extremely tight
budget to start with...
DH
So the twenty two million you were given by
Detroit – two million went towards the Charger,
so the whole original VH program cost 20 million.
Was that quite a small budget?
MH
Oh, very small. Today a new car costs about a
billion dollars. So even given inflation, for back
then – it was a very small number!
That would’ve been maybe a quarter of what
General Motors would spend on a new model.
DH
Wow.
MH
We had to squeeze everything out of that...

All your prototypes don’t have the benefit of a
semi-finished product off of tooling, so they are
hand-made by craftsmen over a mould that they
make up. And that’s a pretty expensive bit of
sheet metal...
DH
Totally. A few man hours on it, hey.
MH
Yeah.
The two-door hardtop was the first car that we
built.
DH
Yeah that’s what I wanna talk about all the time.
The hardtop!
Mal laughs.
DH
That’s the first VH that was actually built.
So what happened to it?
You smashed it out at Tarcoola?

DH
I read the first Charger cost about eighty grand
and used up twenty engines to make...

See Bill Chinnick’s interview, last issue.

MH
Oh, there was a lot of handmade parts.

We were testing out on the west coast, and we
had a team that rotated over there.

MH
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They were running it 24 hours a day for a
while, because this was the longest wheelbase
two-door that we’d ever produced...

driving the cause
danny caIazza

DH
Right –

aussIe muscle car run
In 2012, Danny Caiazza, Marcello Caiazza, Angelo Caiazza and Mario Romaldi all had a family member impacted by Leukaemia.
So, they decided to enter the Leukaemia Foundation Aussie Muscle Car Run to raise crucial funds for the now Bridgestone
Leukaemia Foundation patient village at Lightsview in South Australia.
Over the next seven years Danny and Marcello have participated in seven Aussie Muscle Car Runs – raising in excess of $311,000!
thousands of people we are aiming to raise
in excess of $300,000 for the benefit of even
more children.
The run is open to muscle cars of the golden
era of Bathurst, built between 1963 and 1977.
Replicas are welcome and the organisers also
consider special interest vehicles.
The Aussie Muscle Car Run provides registrants
with the opportunity to enjoy time travelling with
fellow muscle car lovers in iconic cars through
iconic Australian scenery.
The event started in 2012 and has raised more
than $3.2 million for the Leukaemia Foundation.
As of 2020, the Aussie Muscle Car Run has
joined with Variety.
Variety, the children’s charity exists solely to
support children who are sick, disadvantaged or
living with a disability in our community. This is
done in many and varied ways; directly to families
for medical equipment or vital surgery, funding
third party children’s critical service providers,
supporting infrastructure and inclusive programs
at schools and hospitals and more.

Danny is driving a 1964 AP5 Valiant Regal which
was purchased brand new by his father on the
November 25, 1964 – and has been in the family
ever since. The AP5 started off with a Slant 6 225
and in 1988 underwent a heart transplant with an
ex-Police Pursuit 318.
That motor lasted all the way to 2013, used in the
first Aussie Muscle Car Run.

Variety maximises the impact on children in need
by providing funding for grants, many where no
other option was available. Addressing unmet
needs to the instant relief of families and carers
who had exhausted all other avenues.

After finishing the first run, Danny decided that
it was time for a new motor to keep up with the
GT Falcons. So once again the car went through
another careful heart transplant and this time
a supercharger was introduced to the 318 to
produce 410hp. The GTs and Monaros were no
longer a problem.

The bulk of the funds are raised via unique
motoring events – one of which is the Aussie
Muscle Car Run next set to hit the bitumen in
March 2022. We will have over fifty teams enter
this event and through the support of literally

The Valiant has been fortunate to have raced and
driven around some of Australia’s most amazing
race tracks, including Bathurst, Phillip Island,
Eastern Creek, Winton and The Bend. The
most memorable drive was over the Sydney

Harbour bridge, over Mount Hotham and doing
211kmh down the straight at The Bend.
Not bad for a 57 year old Valiant!
Danny has also participated in a numerous
amount of local carshows to raise money for
Leukaemia / Variety. From All Chrysler Day,
Coffee and Chrome, to the SMASA Show
‘N Shine. One of the major fundraising events
Danny and Marcello organise each year is The
Italian Long Lunch. This has become a sold out
event every year.
Marcello is driving a 1972 VH six-pack
E49 Charger delivering approximately 300
horsepower. One highlight for the Charger was
coming off the race track at Phillip Island into the
kitty litter on the warm up lap!
Danny and Marcello would like to thank all their
sponsors over the years that have helped them
raise over $311,000.
We are looking forward to participating in the
all new Variety 2022 Aussie Muscle Car Run
which will be purely a South Australian event
– travelling 1500km over seven days, starting
from the Victoria Parade Grounds in the city on
March 25, 2022 before finishing in Glenelg on
April 1, 2022. Some of the towns that we will
be travelling through are Mallala, Port Augusta,
Whyalla, Claire, Barossa Valley, Goolwa and
The Bend.
If you would like to donate to this great cause
please go to the link below
https://aussie-muscle-car-run2022.raisely.com/
car8

– Danny Caiazza

MH
We didn’t have a lot of experience with
two-doors because they had only been brought
in with the VF model two years earlier...
That first generation of hardtop combined the VF
Valiant front, from the A-pillar forward, with the
rear of the US Dodge Dart. This included the Dart
floorpan with its 111-inch wheelbase.
...and that was actually an American Dodge Dart.
DH
Exactly.
But that was quite successful, wasn’t it?
MH
Yes, it was. It was very successful.
DH
So you banked on that idea...
The idea of continuing on with a two-door, to have
some sort of merit?
MH
Yep
DH
Although it didn’t did it?
As we now know, but anyway...
MH
Unfortunately out there on a nighttime run we
had a head-on with the two-door. A tree.
It was a total writeoff –
So by then...
DH
Can you remember what motor?
MH
– I think it only had a six, but I’m not sure on that.
We weren’t there to prove the motor though, we
were there to prove the body.
We then came back, and by then the four-door
sedan and the long wheelbase for it were more
advanced in the tooling, so we took some
of those components and built up another
prototype.
DH
Another hardtop?
MH
No, not a hardtop. The next time a four-door
sedan, short wheelbase and long wheelbase.
DH
So the Valiant and the Chrysler.
MH
Yep, what would become the Chrysler by
Chrysler, of course...
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And we did the rest of our testing on those
prototypes. Plus we were developing locally the
two door utility version of it all, and that’s what
we finished off with. And ran the conclusion of
our testing with that...
DH
So can we go back... back to the beginning of the
VH then?
Back in America.
Who actually designed the VH?
Was it Elwood Engel? Was it Bob Hubbach?
Bob Hubbach didn’t actually do anything until the
Charger, did he?
MH
No. Bob Hubbach wasn’t there at the early
stages of the VH. Bob came in part way through
the exercise.
Because Chrysler Corp had set up this Dodge
division and that Plymouth division – the deSoto
had I think been dropped by then – and a
Chrysler division...
They all upgraded autonomously. They each
had their own project centres, their own design
studios.
And while there was some interaction between
them, they would jealously guard their design.
Plymouth wouldn’t let Dodge know what they
were doing – but in actual reality, those at the
top usually always knew what was happening.
Apart from...
It turned out that they had a small studio which
they called the ‘International Studio’ – and that’s
where we did our work.
Designing a car is a process of virtually
determining what you want to do. In other
words, all the specifications. Do you want this
wheelbase or that wheelbase? What engine?
And so on...
And that varies over the years but that’s the
way it all starts – with a written specification.
And that was all done by the product planners
in Detroit.
DH
So – the Americans?
MH
Yes.
And then sketches are done...
DH
– By Aero Detroit?
That was the name of the studio apparently?
MH
No, it was still all internal – at that stage. At
Chrysler’s International styling studio.
All inhouse – and a high security area...
DH
So you don’t know the names of the guys that
actually ‘officially’ came up with the initial shape
of the VH?
MH
Yeah, I would say Art Blakely was one of them.
And Hal Pilkey.

And of course the guy that oversaw it was Engel.
DH
So Engel had final say.
MH
Yeah.
So the shape of the VH was an American vision,
after all. In the fuselage style en vogue at the time.
But this was a tiny little project in a corporation
that was building two or three million cars a
year. So it never was a big priority for him – or
any of the senior managers...
Our top guy was a Vice President of the
corporation... in charge of national operations.
So he had France and England under his control
– we were doing the Simca and the Hillman by
then. And of course Australia and South Africa,
and South America – and so on... and all them...
Models were made up full size in clay. They’d
layer modelling clay over a steel subframe and
then carefully work it off. Add a bit, take a bit...
y’know, outwards on this shape, then maybe go
inwards on that shape...
And then the different clay models all sat side by
side. There was the standard wheelbase sedan,
the station wagon, the long wheelbase sedan
and the long wheelbase two-door hardtop.
So they had four ‘clays’ in the studio.
DH
– All modelled at the same time.
MH
Yeah...
And that took the first three of four months of
1968. It’s a pretty big process to do all of that.
That data then gets transferred into a drawing,
and by that time they were able to first do it with
an early computer transfer...
DH
Is this a kind of 3D plotting?
Early days, but?
MH
Drawing at that stage was still 2D, by hand.
There was no computer drawing itself – but
we had computers to collect all the points we
plotted off the clay...
DH
Wow. You mapped all that by eye?
MH
Yes.
And then all that information went into 2D
drawings, measuring for fullsize...
DH
Oh – like, flat plans?
MH
Yes...
And then that plan view was superimposed over
the side view – so you had to have a fair bit of
knowledge to even read the damn things.
Mal laughs. I’m gobsmacked.
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With curved lines they had to cut contours
through it all then – to see what the curvature
was in the other shape.
The patience and care to accurately and
efficiently collect all that data like that – in such
an organic and analog way – must have been
bloody exhausting.
Quite astounding really.
Especially when you compare it to today, where
we can rely on a microchip to crunch all those
numbers for us – to be absolutely exact; and in
a millisecond!
A lost art!
DH
Can I just interject here for a minute, mate?
So when Brian Smyth and Bill Chinnick went over
to America, were they clay modellers over there
in the International Studio?
MH
No. They weren’t.
Dean Bond was.
Bill Chinnick and Tom Campbell went over there
after I came back. That would’ve been early
1969 I’d say, because at the stage that I came
back the Charger hadn’t even been conceived –
and that’s what (the project) they went on (they
went over for).
Dean Bond was over there with me when we did
the other models beforehand in 1968, and then
he went back with Bill…
I’m not quite sure why Bill initially went to
America, because he was a clay modeller for
the Charger – and that modelling would all be
done here in Australia...

MH
Oh, champion bloke!
DH
So did Bill. Everybody loved him didn’t they?

DH
– But not a direct correlation, you don’t think?

MH
Yes, he was a great guy. And a good leader.
DH
Gavin Farmer said to me that he got the distinct
impression from David Brown’s daughter that the
hardtop was forced upon him.
And you sorta said the same thing?
MH
Yep. Pretty much.
DH
You told me about how you were sitting there in
the studio in Detroit, when he leaned over and
asked you what you thought of it – and you
replied “Well, I reckon it’s alright”.
MH
Yeah –
DH
But when you asked him back, “why, what do
you think?” Dave Brown just grunted...

MH
That was here... later on.
DH
I think it must’ve been for the ill-fated hatchback.

DH
And that was a mistake?

I might have to go back and ask Bill to expand
upon that.
So Hubbach actually came out here and drew the
Charger here, didn’t he? At Tonsley Park –
MH
Yes. The states never saw it until it went into
production.
But I’m sure they knew of it.
DH
But... a thousand miles away...
Was it a big top secret conspiracy?
Bill Chinnick says it wasn’t. He assumes that they
probably knew about it, but he kinda alludes they
probably didn’t care. Is that your perception?
MH
Yeah.
David Brown had a lot of control over the
company. And he was an engineer anyway...

Do you think that had any influence on the
development of our coupe – the Charger – here?
MH
I think when you look at them in hindsight,
there’s a relationship there.

MH
That’s right.
He was nervous about it because we had no
experience with a two-door hardtop.
This is 1968. Our first hardtop, the VF – which
was the American Dodge Dart – didn’t land here
‘til 69. So we really made that decision prior to
any proven and consistent market knowledge of
two-door hardtops in Australia.

DH
Maybe he and Brian Smyth went back to the US
to work on the Charger?
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DH
And he was a good bloke too, wasn’t he?
I know you liked him.

MH
I’d say so.
That’s why Dave was iffish about it.
Plus, it was a big looking motor car too.
DH
Well I think it’s beautiful. I think the ample lines
are what make it beautiful. But anyway...
I don’t know where I got this from now, but there
was a commentary that the trend in America was
veering away from the big long hardtop to a more
coupe shape.
That ‘pony cars’ such as the Ford Mustang were
coming in, and eventually of course Chrysler
would come out with their own pony cars – like
the Dodge Challenger and Plymouth Barracuda.
Pony cars were smaller, like the E body Chryslers.
I’ve since discovered in my research that this
observation is subject to opinion.

Many hardtoppers would like to romanticise that
their cars are direct descendants of the yankee
Charger and Roadrunner.
Sorry, they just aren’t.
MH
No.
Bugger.
They’re unique ‘to Australia’.
But again, influenced by all the things being
done from studio to studio...
Virgil Exner, who developed the Forward Look…
(I’d never met him, he’d finished up long by the
time I got there)…
He left Chrysler because the corporation didn’t
feel that their product was ‘as good as it should
be’. So Engel was brought over from Ford, and
of course he brings with him his Ford ideas, and
the like – which, as we know now, they were
getting fairly bulbous at the time too...
DH
The ‘fuselage look’ was all the rage at that time,
hey. So this is ‘68-69?
MH
Yep. And I guess Ford followed through with that
on their two door-coupe that they brought out
here too, about the same time as ours.
It was a pretty large looking motor car too...
DH
Yeah, but theirs was an actual coupe though – it
had a fastback.
Whereas we had a hardtop, didn’t we?
MH
Well, that’s another interesting conversation.
The variable in those two terms...
DH
Yeah (I laugh) it’s a debateable question, I know.
All about the B pillar.
MH
I think everybody takes a bit of licence with it.
A ‘hardtop’ was generally referred to as a
convertible with a steel top. In other words
it had no B pillar, and it was a very ‘open
looking’ vehicle.
Well, Wikipedia says:
The pillarless hardtop (often abbreviated to
“hardtop”) is a hardtop with no B-pillar which is
often styled to look like a convertible. If window
frames are present, they are designed to retract
with the glass when lowered. This creates
an impression of uninterrupted glass along the
side of the car.
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western union
luke balzan VISITS:

western australIa
Travelling for work is a pretty cool gig. You get to see lots of places, try many different foods, and essentially work out of a
different office/hotel room/airport/café each and every day. It does come with its downsides though, with one of the worst side
effects finding yourself spending lots of time alone. A recent trip I did to WA, specifically to avoid the almost-certain (and now
proven) closure of WA borders to pretty much everyone meant that I had a weekend spare with loads of time to kill.
I travel to Perth often, so have done all the usual tourist traps,
and many of the interesting things to see are well beyond city
limits, which restricts what you can do.
So while my actual family was back home in Adelaide, I
decided to reach out to my extended ‘car family’, and spoke
to some of the fine folk from the Charger Club of WA.
As luck would have it, they’d organised a cruise while I was
in town, so I decided to tag along. Alas, I was only in my
Subaru hire car, but I ventured out to the BP at Baldivis,
out on the Kwinana Freeway, and quickly spotted my kind
of people!

It was great to catch up with everyone over there and have
a bit of a chat about cars, their club, the difficulties we’re all
having getting hold of parts, and most importantly, I had time
to have a perve on some awesome cars!
As their club name suggests, there were quite a few tidy
Chargers up for the cruise, as well as a solid VC, a VG
hardtop that had a VIP front end treatment, an AMC Javelin,
a tough sounding VJ hardtop, and my fave, a sweet-as VG
Pacer hardtop.
Definitely some fine eye candy over there, and a great bunch
of guys too!

As expected, the western branch of the Valiant family were as welcoming as us here in Adelaide, and it’s great to see our Mopar obsession alive and well interstate!
I look forward to welcoming you guys back here in Adelaide when you’re next across… as I’m sure that will be before Marky Mark lets us back in over there!

– Luke

A pillarless hardtop is inherently less rigid than
a pillared body, requiring extra underbody
strength to prevent shake. Production hardtops
commonly share the frame or reinforced body
structure of the contemporary convertible model,
which is already reinforced to compensate for
the lack of a fixed roof.
The hardtop began to disappear along with
convertibles in the mid-1970s, partly out of a
concern that US federal safety regulations would
be difficult for pillarless models to pass. The
ascendancy of monocoque construction also
made the pillarless design less practical.
Some models adopted modified roof styling,
placing the B pillars behind tinted side window
glass and painting or moulding the outer side of
each pillar in black to make them less visible,
creating a hardtop look without actually omitting
the pillar.
Some mid- to late-1970s models continued their
previous two-door hardtop bodies, but with fixed
rear windows or a variety of vinyl roof and opera
window treatments.
By the end of the 1990s, almost all hardtop
designs disappeared as structural integrity
standards continued to increase.
That’s what I reckon too.
MH
The truth is there’s no real difference between a
coupe and hardtop...
Other than the original hardtop looked more like
a two-door sedan, basically.
My best consensus is this.
Two-door, no B pillar, winding rear windows = hardtop
Two-door, no B pillar, fixed windows = coupe
Two-door, B pillar, fixed windows = two-door sedan

So what makes a Charger a coupe? Is it the lack
of wind down rear windows?
The consensus suggests a hardtop has no B pillar
whereas a coupe does. Remember the hardtop
term comes from the car looking like a convertible
(no B pillar or frames around the glass in the
doors etc), but has a steel (hard) roof.
But car manufacturers have often used both
terms for both types of vehicle.
The marketing writers of each of the Big Three
actually used the definition of hardtop and coupe
in many different ways over the years.
For example, in the States, Ford actually officially
called their two-door Mustang with a sloped roof
a ‘fastback’, and with a square roof a ‘coupe’. But
when Ford brought out their XA two-door here in
Australia soon afterwards, they called it a ‘coupe’
– yet it’s profile was sloped and it didn’t have
a B pillar.
It has been clearly documented that Chrysler had
a strict factory definition of both... and our VH,
CH and VJ hardtop meets that definition exactly.
The Charger is a little more flakey because there
technically is no ‘true’ B pillar and some versions
had pop out windows.
However, in true Mopar canon, considering the
‘hardtop’ was intended to be a hard-roofed ‘soft
top’, the Aussie Charger does not meet that
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description at all – so ‘coupe’ actually would be a
more accurate descriptive for the Charger.
If your Valiant was marketed as a ‘hardtop’ then
guessably that’s what you should call it.
DH
So a lot of people theorise that the VH hardtop,
and the VJ hardtop – and consequently the CH
hardtop, are related to the ‘69-‘70 Dodge Charger
and Plymouth Roadrunner, but I dunno…
I actually think it looks more like a ‘71 to ‘73
Dodge Charger and Roadrunner – y’know, the
later model... later B body.
And in the end they actually came out around
about the same time as the VH.
MH
Well yes, the B body is the late American
Charger...
And it was the last ‘true’ yank Charger.
DH
Now there’s a lot of conjecture... many people
say that the Valiant, most of the VH range, was
somewhere in between a B body and A body car.
Do you think there could be any direct relationship
between our VH Valiant and any other yank cars?
MH
What determines that is the platform...
The platform it was built on, as it is today.
The original A body was actually our first
Valiant platform, and the original B body was
the Coronet, the American Charger and so on.
While the C body was the Plymouth Fury, Dodge
Monaco – and so on.
So there are three sizes of bodies that varied
mostly in wheelbase. And with that wheelbase
came the opportunity for additional overhang.
And of course in that era, the C body in particular
had massive overhang. I know that Chevy used
to sledge it as ‘like the flight deck of an aircraft
carrier’...
But it was all boot. There wasn’t a lot more room
inside...
That’s why even our Charger still had the same
amount of room inside because most of the
shortening was done at the back end.
We chopped 100ml from that wheelbase.
DH
I don’t want to talk about Chargers anymore,
man. Because everyone’s talking about Chargers
this year!
Yeah, yeah... I know – I got a chip on my shoulder
about that...
We laugh out loud.
So going back to the hippo, that’s my baby – and
after all that’s what we’re here to talk about…
Do you think it was marketed well?
MH
No.
DH
You said that to me on the phone... no?

MH
Definitely not.
DH
Bill Chinnick believes it was. Because it was
‘aimed at an older sports luxury market’.
But I think what actually happened (and this is
why the Charger ended up being so successful)
was that all these blokes having a midlife crisis,
saw the successful advertising campaign “Hey
Charger!” with all these beautiful women...
like, running up to this “sportier” car – and they
wanted to get in on that action.
So all these older blokes who were supposed to
be buying the hardtop, were seduced into buying
the Charger instead.
Bill puts that all down to the fact that Young &
Rubicam just did such an excellent advertising
campaign for the Charger –
I blame Alvin Purple!
I don’t think CAL ever knew what they were doing
with the hardtop. And kinda let it slide because it
was thrust upon them.
Is that fair? Or is that an incorrect assumption?
What do you think?
MH
Well…
Mal shrugs.
DH
Dya think it was marketed properly?
I’m certain of my theory – which is why I’m calling
my book The Lost Australian Chrysler.
MH
It wasn’t a favourite choice.
I think Dave Brown agreed to it ultimately due to
US pressure, but at that stage of course nobody
ever had a Charger in mind. It hadn’t even been
conceived yet as such.
When the VH finally got here, remember the only
two-door hardtop that anybody had seen at all
was the clay model in America, and that never
left the styling studio...
DH
It never left the States.
MH
You can’t move them around at all.
DH
They’re too heavy and too fragile.
MH
So over there, you make your decisions based
on what’s around you... like any environment.
The roads are bigger and wider... cars are bigger.
DH
That’s exactly what Bill Chinnick said, yeah.
MH
It doesn’t seem that much bigger over there.
When you’re there. You don’t notice it.
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But when you bring it back to Australia, it’s
suddenly a different ball game.
Everything’s more concentrated here. The
highways over there are all two lanes each way,
and then you a have quarter of a mile of cleared
area each side of it!
Big two-doors are easy to drive around over
there. But maybe not so here.
DH
I know. I have to drive one of these suckers!
We laugh.
That blindspot is a killer! And it’s like reverse
parking a barge. But I’ll wear that!
It’s all part of the ‘pleasure of the experience’!
Mal laughs.
MH
So, at that stage, there wouldn’t have been more
than six Australians who ever saw the two-door
hardtop, until that first prototype was handmade
here in Australia.
DH
Who were those six Australians? Can you name
them?
MH
There would’ve been Dave Brown of course, Roy
Rainsford (Roy was a champion man too), there
was Peter Taylor – who was my boss in the early
stages, and of course myself…
DH
That’s four.
MH
Then I brought Dean Bond up there because I
needed more help, and a guy called Peter Grey
out of the tooling section…
So that was it. That’s all the Australians who only
ever saw it.
All the drawings were done, so down it came.
Tooling had started, a prototype was ultimately
made.
Then a lot more people finally got to see it.
And the system is, that even with something
very secretive in terms of a new model, the big
dealers of Australia are first brought in for a
review, two years before it ever hits the road...
DH
The big dealers? Like, the sellers?
MH
Yeah, because their opinions are the most
important. After all, they are the ones who are
gonna sell it.
DH
And what did they say?
MH
Well, they all felt it looked a ‘bit heavy’...
DH
Mmmm...
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MH
But they only ever got about one viewing of it,
before it went back onto the test track and it
was written off – so not many people at all got
to see it. Now it wasn’t until the first one actually
started rolling down the production line that the
general public – well, those who worked at the
factory and so forth, anyway – saw it.
But by then, it was totally committed to. The
money was spent. And you don’t go backwards
from there.
DH
Now you only built like just over two thousand
of the Valiant hardtops... and only a handful of
the Chrysler by Chrysler hardtop.
MH
Yes, that’s right.
DH
It wouldn’t be many.
The national register of all Chrysler Australia
products is the Valiant InfoBase, created and
maintained by Bill Papanicolaou. Several sources
have offered differing guesses over the years,
but Bill has now finally accurately collated the
production numbers for the three hardtops from the
actual factory buildsheets. They are:
VH – 910
VJ – 1,060
CH – 476
After Herman Coomans created the very first
hardtop register way back in the late 1990s,
several hardtop enthusiasts have continued to
track their provenance. As of November 2021,
Geoff James confirms 182 VJ Hardtops have
survived, Martino Di Maria lists 127 CH hardtops
accounted for, and Bill has recorded the status of
92 VH hardtops. Of course not all of them are on
the road, but at least we know what happened
to them.
There may also be another hundred or so of each
hardtop probably out there that haven’t been
unearthed or revealed by shy owners. James
Long estimates that perhaps up to 20% of all
hippos might still survive in one form or another,
including total basket cases.
And while these are still rare numbers, surprisingly
the VH, CH and VJ hardtop do survive in much
higher proportions from their original production
totals compared to sedans, wagons and utes. Most
likely because they have been coveted by zealots
(like me) for decades now.
Whereas the survival rate of other Ranger and
Regal models would be pitiful. Good VH and VJ
sedans and wagons are still being sacrificed as
donor cars for Chargers and hardtops today.
DH
Yet they built heaps of Chargers?
Was that because when the Charger took off (and
yeah I know we’re not meant to be talking about
the Charger so much)...
Mal laughs.
But I also have this theory that the Charger...
I said this to Bill, who commiserated with me.

“Now there there, Dave...” he said to me. It was
quite funny!
That basically ‘the Charger’s success was the
hardtop’s failure’.
MH
I think that’s a fair comment. Yes.
DH
Because then the press at that time, initially
when the VH range first came out, they didn’t
like immediately wholeheartedly bag the hardtop
or anything.
They tested it, and made some criticisms, but
they pretty much concluded “oh yeah, it’s just
like all the other cars that are out there...”
It wasn’t THAT inordinately bad.
But as time went on, it almost seems like the
success of the Charger changed the response
to the hardtop. That maybe the Charger started
to colour the press’ ongoing coverage of the
hardtop. Soon they began to love the Charger, but
ripped into the hardtop. They even laughed at it.
Do you know why?
Can you explain that?
MH
I think that could just be the press. I don’t know.
But money wasn’t being spent on it.
Plenty of advertising dollar was going on the
sedan and station wagon and so on, though.
But the two-door hardtop rarely got a mention.
DH
To me, it seems like it was kinda like ushered
away. And that’s why I’m calling this book “The
Lost Australian Chrysler” because to me it almost
seems like CAL didn’t know what to do with it. It
was ‘lost’.
MH
Well, we had a short wheelbase sedan, a long
wheelbase sedan, a long wheelbase hardtop, a
short wheelbase hardtop (or Charger), a station
wagon, a ute, a panel van... Y’know, you’re
probably spreading it a bit thin, over too many
models...
DH
I think that was actually Tony Evans’ initial
observation of the VH, which I suspect became
the basis of much of his criticism.
That CAL had confused the buyer by offering
way too many models, and in the process never
quite nailed the product – which they might’ve
achieved with a more concerted approach upon
a lesser number.
More focus.
MH
... and then in came all the choices!
‘Oh we’ll have it with this type of steering
wheel, in this trim, or that trim, different kinds
of spokes...’
DH
Valiants are notorious for their bloody option
codes, hey. Don’t worry, it’s a whole science
today, believe me...
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Thank god for the work of Bill Papanicolaou!

rummin mopars
dave HeInrIch VISITS:

MH
It drove production nuts.

tasmanIa

DH
I bet it did!

In November, the editor recently had the rare opportunity (and border restrictions window) to finally get away from the mainland
down to Van Diemen’s Land – to stay with some close friends in beautiful Deloraine for six fantastic days. Along with latin
America, the apple isle is my favourite place in the world. And the people are so welcoming and chilled.
My gracious hosts fellow cartoonist Glenn Lumsden, his wife Carly Palmer and Pepe the dog, took me all around the
majestic north of Tassie – including Sheffield, Burnie and Devonport where I caught up with muso Ethan Johnson. It was
also great to meet Cecilia Jones and Paul Amourgis at Van Dieman’s Creamerie – where I had THE BEST steak sandwich
I have ever experienced.
One Saturday in Longford I also caught up with Mick and Rebecca Ryan – who I’d actually met here at the Chrysler Bar back
at ACF 2019. Mick is now the new president of the Tasmanian Chrysler Owners Association (so I just had to join!) and he
and his good mate Mick Stokes (and his wife Trinity) sure rolled out the red carpet and the hardtops for me. It was an honour
and a privilege to also meet Ford diehards Brent (Simmo) Simmons, Ian and Judy Britt, and Andrew (Smithy) Smith. It
was humbling how they put on quite a barbie and spread for me – we had the best arvo and evening talking Mopar, Ford, footy,
“two heads” and “big country towns”; before some spontaneous shed-crawling with homebrews. It was like a mini-carshow!
When I first arrived at the Vatican Mopar Manor, the first thing I saw in the dining
room (next to the cat) was a rebuilt triple on a stand. Mick then showed me
around his amazing collection of cars; including his iconic Drifter, a chopped ‘46
International pickup on a Mitsubishi chassis he’s gonna rat and drop a Mopar
big block in (I reckon he should go stepside too) and his latest find – another fair
dinkum matching numbers Drifter, although he anticipates that’ll be a ton of work.
I also got to meet the very clever (and so humble) Dale Clarke with his unique
ute. “Yeah, thought I’d have a go at some pinstriping.” Mick then took me for a
few burnouts in his hippo; B&M shifter, 440 supercharged, say no more. “Must’ve
been only 4000 and not 5K on the limiter then, Mick?” He didn’t have his glasses!

Finally, there was Mick’s one and only Bumble Bee hippo, one of THE FINEST
hardtops I’ve ever laid eyes on. This thing should be in Street Machine. He had
a few other goodies too, like a sleeper Dodge ute and a coupla def Chargers.
Top bloke as well (with similar philosophies as I have). Thanks for the party, mate.
It was so great to get to know a gang of old friends who respect and appreciate
what they have and embrace what a culture they are part of. And it’s heartening
to know folks out there share the same values as we do about these cars. Mick
reckons there’s at least another ten hardtops hidden around Tassie too…
Thanks so much to you all for spoiling me. I love Tassie!

– Dave H

MH
Nowadays they have that under better control.
And call it “just-in-time”.
DH
It’s actually called “just-in-time”?
MH
Yes. A semi arrives, backs up to the loading dock
and then it’s on the production line.
DH
So you don’t get so many choices anymore?
MH
Correct.
That’s popular worldwide now.
But back in those days you had to store
everything. They’d arrive in and you’d have
twenty of this, and fifty of that, and two hundred
of something else. And then you had to be able
to find them.
We never really needed all those choices...
DH
Is this why with the Chrysler by Chrysler, some
had red badges, some had blue badges?
Others say the four-door sedans that went to
South Africa had black badges.
But today there’s this whole mythology that the red
ones were for the earlier motors and the blue ones
for later motors – but apparently it’s all heresay.
It just wasn’t regulated?
MH
Yep.
If Dave Brown was alive today and you asked
him about it he’d say, “I don’t know”.
We chuckle. The options conundrum is kinda
almost Monty Python-esque.
DH
That CxC badge design was taken from an old
Imperial design or something...
MH
Could’ve been...
Most of the Australian Valiant’s badges always
came from the American Valiant (referring to the
original hood ornament).
It was in the Plymouth Valiant style. The V shaped
graphic in the red and blue...
Of course it was a Plymouth Valiant to start with.
DH
Yes it was!
MH
Then the ‘Plymouth’ name was dropped for us
in Australia – and it just became ‘Valiant’ here.
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DH
Yet another identity crisis!
We laugh.
Someone else said to me that the VH platform
was actually based on the old AP floorpan. Is that
correct?

Do you remember that?
MH
Here’s where it happens.
On a picture of a hardtop, Mal points to the front of
the window frame.

Mal corrects me.

Right here, in this front pillar. And it’s identical
in the Charger...

MH
S series Valiant.

DH
Well you did end up using the hardtop door on
the Charger didn’t you?

DH
That far back?
MH
All the way back.
The floorpan never changed. All we did was put
a stretch under the backseat.
DH
And then of course there was overhang too?
Overhang in the actual body panels.
MH
Well, yes. But that doesn’t become part of your
platform really. That comes with your bumpers
and external sheetmetal, that wraps around.
Your platform is really just the unit that you need,
that you put a motor on and a transmission in to
drive it.
I say that a bit tongue in cheek because you
could do that with a Volkswagen, for example...
We laugh.
As their cabin is just dropped on top.
DH
In your area of expertise, with the doors...
Tell me about the hardtop doors?
– You know how Valiant doors sag.
That’s a common thing that we all know – I know
my doors sag...
And Bill Chinnick actually mentioned it as well.
He said that after you guys built the VH, you
noticed a coupla things...
The first thing he mentioned was the suspension...
that the sway bars weren’t so good. Like you’d
hit a bump and your car would suddenly move
sideways – and apparently they went back to
America about it, but Detroit just brushed them
off. They just said ‘tough shit’ because they were
concentrating on their own stuff already.
But another thing was the door.
And I think you said this to me, and maybe I’m
probably misquoting you here...
...but I think Bill said it too...
– because they made a lot of hardtops in the
states, eg: the ‘69 Charger, the customary
reinforcement of those big doors was actually
quite poor, whereas back here in Australia we
had pretty strict crumple standards – and I think
you and Mr Campbell boxed off the doorwells
and stuff to make it stronger.
Can you tell us about that?

MH
We did.
We had to.
What really happened is... what we needed
from the hardtop to get to the Charger was that
door. It’s the most expensive part of the whole
car to design and to make.
If you think about it... with what you had
to get in there... it’s gotta have a mounting
mechanism, to wind up the window...
DH
My window winders are bloody terrible!
We laugh out loud.
MH
Its gotta be so the glass slides up in there.
Its gotta have an interior door handle and a lock.
Its gotta have the actual lock itself, onto a striker
on a fixed panel.
There’s a lot of moving things in that door.
So many moving parts.
And when you increase the length of it, all you
do is increase the overhang ratio, so its all just
sitting on those front two hinges...
In hindsight, what we should’ve done is made
the A pillar at the front – that’s the unit that
comes up from behind the front wheel up over
the top – with a heavier gauge material than the
other normal bodily materials. That door panel
should’ve had some extra internal reinforcement
plates within it to carry the load.
Because it’s not just the door, it’s the extra glass,
the extra everything that goes in there... the door
trim, it all weighs up...
That’s what we should’ve done.
It didn’t show up in test-driving because its not
what you’re looking for when you’re out on that
test run.
DH
No?
MH
It only shows up after some years of use. With
wear and tear. And the door starts to sag a bit.
There’s a cure to it, of course.
But nobody will ever do it.
DH
What’s the cure?
MH
Take the door trims off, unbolt it and put in some
reinforcing panels – just steel plates – under
where the hinges mount.
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Like I said. That should stiffen up that front panel
of the inner door. And that’ll stop the sagging!
DH
What – sorta like ribbing?
I guessingly enquire, trying to understand how that
could be contoured.
MH
No, just a flat steel plate – almost, but because
it’s on a slightly curved surface you would only
have to shape it a bit to that.
But you’d then spread your load over a larger
area with a heavier piece of metal. Not talking
around a quarter inch plate, I’m talking around...
y’know, maybe 3mm plates.
But it never became such a problem that
anything had to be done about it. Not in my
era anyway. However that’s what should’ve
been done.
The other area that you mentioned you thought
might be a failure, was right down here.
Mal points to the space between the back of the
front wheel arch and the lower front of the door.
Where the rocker (or sill panel) joins with the front
fender piece.
Not on the doors, under the door at the front –
where Bill thinks that’s what cracked.
It wasn’t...
DH
OK...
MH
What cracked there was on the two door utility –
when we tested that.
DH
Ah, yes. You said this to me on the phone...
Mal believes the car Bill Chinnick referred to as
having “its back broken out at Tarcoola” was in
fact not the first hardtop – but a ute, later on in the
VH’s development.
Mick Ryan’s VH hippo – how to stop a Valiant door from sagging

MH
And we were able to cure that because in
America they made two door convertibles as
well. The toughest of all combinations, where
you’ve got no overhead structure at all...
We fixed that simply with a reinforcing plate,
probably the size of half your arm, behind the
front wheel there...
DH
Yeah?
MH
We found that in testing so we put them in then.
Wasn’t a problem!
DH
Mal, do you reckon – and this is a conversation
I have mostly with other hardtoppers – if the
hardtop had been marketed better, because...
When you think about the Ford Falcon two-door,
they made quite a lot of them, and Holden made
quite a lot of the HQ Monaro...
Do you reckon if CAL did understand what they
had (with the hardtop) and actually did pursue
it more with marketing and stuff, would it have
survived? And would’ve gone further?
Or was it a doomed beast from the start, because
of David Brown’s initial reticence?
MH
No, I think the Charger destroyed it.
Stole its thunder. That seems to be it.
Would it have worked OK?
I had many friends who had one.
One was John Bayne (who you met with me
down at the Restorers show, he was the head
of the Truck Division)...
DH
– the mad Scotsman? Doesn’t mind a whiskey...
I got to meet John Bayne at Mal’s table during
the CRCSA’s National Tour dinner at Serafino’s
Winery down at McLaren Vale, back in October
2019. A very entertaining character!
MH
He thought it was great!
Four small children, he could sit them all in the
back. Close the doors and they couldn’t get out.
He was happy with that!
We laugh.
DH
That bloke was hilarious.
He’s a mad man. Mad as a cut snake...
MH
He became the marketing director, y’know!
We laugh again.
DH
So the VJ hardtop was the last one.
There was never any plans to do a VK hardtop?
MH
I’d left by then... so I’d lost touch – but no, I
wouldn’t have thought so.
It’s all to do with volume...
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DH
And what was selling?
MH
Yeah.
Even Charger died a year after that.
The VK was the last hurrah really.
DH
There was never any plans to create a Pacer in
the two-door hardtop?
MH
No (categorically).
DH
Why did they come out with a four-door in the VH
earlier on, then?
Was that just because it was contemporary.
From the model before?
MH
I think that was probably just a bit of a flow-on,
a follow-through.
DH
Was there still surplus sets of decals around?
Mal smirks.
I immediately think of the Ford Falcon Cobra
package, an afterthought and stop-measure to
utilise ‘leftover’ bodies, which actually turned out
to be quite a marketing coup.
Did they have motors left over, or something?
MH
Oh no. Purely an aesthetic thing.
There’s very little difference in the performance
of the car. They were running the same six
cylinder in it.
DH
Why didn’t they make a Pacer Charger then?
Like, I know they came out with the R/T, which I
suppose supplanted the Pacer – but it was only
offered in the Charger.
I mean, if you think about it, the CxC essentially
replaced the VIP – so what could’ve replaced the
Pacer in terms of a sports sedan?
The hardtop would’ve made a great musclecar!
So why didn’t they create a Pacer version of the
Charger? Or at least a counterpart?
MH
Because they already had the R/T. Already went
above it.
It was always intended that the R/T would be
the serious racetrack machine. Performance.
We even squeezed a 440 into one of them for
testing – a Charger!
DH
And at the other end I know you also put, like, a
Centura motor into a Charger. Paul Cain told us
about that. They were driving it around Tonsley
and said “this is bullshit, it had no guts”.
They actually put a Simca four into a Charger!
He recalled how they said “– nah, this is not
good.” It’s pretty hilarious, actually.

dIy IndonesIanuIty
Our good neighbours are at it again, cleverly making do with whatever they can – and recreating Aussie classics with the
most incredible skill and creativity. Chargers are all too hard to find enough here at home, so how could you find ever one in
Indonesia? And if you did, how could you trick it even more? What would you do? Well, quite simply, you find any old Valiant
sedan, and virtually from scratch – you make one of your own. But wait, how about morphing it with an American Charger then...
How’s this for yet another different take on our greatest Mopar?
This car is well known to many of us on the net, having watched it unfold into its first incarnation in red before stealing the Classic Motor Show in Jakarta.
In the most recent photos we still haven’t been able to check out what’s under the bonnet, and apparently it no longer sports those Foose wheels, but it
was recently repainted in matte charcoal... and it looks even better!

– Dave H
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purple patch
Richard Hatton’s Chrysler VH-fronted VJ Charger is more than just a neat, tough ride; it’s a time capsule testifying to a lifelong
passion for hot cars...t far from Aileron, a little town about two hours out of Alice.
“My dad Kevin always loved cars but never had the opportunity to fully immerse
himself in them like I have,” Richard says. “But he bought my mum a Charger
when I was 12 and I guess that shape never left me; I bought this one when
I was 18.” Twenty-six years of ownership is a long haul in anyone’s language,
but there were a few blips along the way. “I sold the car during a moment of
temporary insanity,” Richard admits. “But my wife Sandy was cool enough to
let me buy it back – we were on our honeymoon at the time!”

adorn the sides of VH/VJs, along with reworked bumper bars and modified
tail-light housings.

“I drove the car for a few years, but then in 1999 the gearstick came out in my
hand, which triggered the rebuild. Oh, and the part about the car being off the
road in pieces for 19 years.”

A custom drop tank is a nice addition, a styling hallmark that harks back to
Richard’s formative years as a young bloke immersing himself in the car scene.

The Charger was in pretty fair condition when he bought it as a teen; but Richard’s
endgame factored in more grunt from the 265.

Passion Pearl from the HOK colour range suits Richard’s VJ perfectly and the
depth of colour is almost liquid-like. A cracker of a stance is a Charger must-have,
and the Center Line Fluted Stars offer up a nice contrast to the paint and match
the refurbished chrome

The interior is a standout. Tan leather covers the Autotechnica front buckets
and all surrounding trim, with the custom console and under-dash panelling
booting the finish of this 1970s icon into 2018.

MH
It wasn’t too exciting even in its original car!

Well, I think the bottom of the range hardtop was
called a Ranger XL.

We both laugh out loud.

MH
That’d be the wrong specification for that type of
motor car, anyway.

DH
A 440 in a Charger? Man...
How big did they come out from the factory?
MH
A 360, 340… but the 318 was the most popular.
Of course, the six cylinder sixpack was our
racing machine. And I drove one for six months
so I was pretty familiar with it. They were a good
motor car...
DH
Paul called them ‘scary’.

A 265-cube Chrysler Hemi-six needs no introduction, and Richard’s Charger
retains the same engine specifications he ran back in the 90s. A 625 Carter 4bbl
carb on a Cain intake offers up R/T-esque triple-Weber performance but with
ease of tuning, while the Pacemaker pipes and 2.5in stainless system emit that
unmistakable Hemi exhaust note. Neat engine bay detailing mixes paint with
polished alloy, while colour-coding of the K-frame to the engine is a neat touch.

’Cuda door handles and a hydrographic-printed dash fascia are decades apart
technologically, but blend seamlessly

Mal nods with a grin.

With the Charger finally back on the road, Richard has wasted no time getting
out and enjoying the car, scooping Best Interior and a Top 10 Elite spot at
Motorvation 2018, and Best Interior and Top Car Overall at the 2018 Oz Nats.

The body was sent to Sam and Cassie Rhodes at Vulcan Panel & Paint, in
the Perth suburb of Canning Vale, to get the metalwork up to scratch. This pair
are well-versed in this bodystyle, given Cassie’s own immaculate E55. Richard’s
VH-fronted VJ received a couple of visual alterations to the body, including the
filling in and smoothing of all superfluous chrome and the faux vents that normally

“I still have a few areas of the car I’d like to tidy up, but there are no major
changes planned,” he says. “I just want to get out and drive it!”

They were the fastest production motor car in
the world at that time.
It was only exceeded by the Porsche turbo a few
years later.

And a fair call too after such a long hibernation, especially given the hectic pace
of modern life.

MH

DH
So it turns out you didn’t need eight cylinders to
go quick, you just needed better carburetion?
MH
Well y’know, they tested the Charger with the
V8 in at Malalla, and Geoghegan reported it was
“slower than the six!”
Would be to do mostly with the handling and the
braking... and the like.
Mind you, I truly believe that if they REALLY
had wanted to do it, they would’ve done more
development. You don’t just plonk another motor
into a car and go and test it against something
which was already racebred.
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Center Line Fluted Stars in seven- and eight-inch widths were purchased from
’Cuda door handles and a hydrographic-printed dash fascia are decadesSixteen-inch
apart
the US many years ago and pop nicely against the purple exterior, and are shod in Falken
technologically, but blend seamlessly
225/50 and 255/50 rubber.
And a fair call too after such a long hibernation, especially given the hectic pace of modern
If the
drivetrain
and looks department already have you giddy with excitement, then brace
life. But has a return to the driver’s seat spawned a return to Richard’s early
times
of building
yourself
we swing
cars with friends? “Sadly, no; my mates have pretty much all sold their cars
theseasdays,
and open one of those generous coupe doors. Richard stepped away from
the
R/T
norm
with
his interior, tackling the lighting, stereo installation and pedals in-house,
the couple that remain don’t require any work. It’s a shame, but just how things go I suppose.
along with relocating the heater controls to the ashtray and modifying the door mechanisms
To be honest I don’t have any spare time anyway, so it’s a vicious circle.”
to accommodate Plymouth ’Cuda handles. Then it was over to Jason and Steve at World
Custom Trimming, who went to town with the tan leather, reupholstering the Autotechnica
Ah yes, I know this story well.
front buckets and bolstered Charger rear seat, and adding a custom centre console,
headlining, door trims and armrests – the latter to suit the aforementioned ’Cuda handles.

That was never gonna work.
But that’s the way it went.

Forty-four-year-old Richard Hatton remembers those early days well, spending many a
e interior is a standout. Tan leather covers the Autotechnica front buckets and all
rrounding trim, with the custom console and under-dash panelling booting the finish of thisweekend working on chrome-bumper rides with his mates. His automotive interests were a
70s icon into 2018
product of his parents’ influence. “My dad Kevin always loved cars but never had the

opportunity to fully immerse himself in them like I have,” Richard says. “But he bought my

e dash fascia is also a one-off, dipped in a very cool hydrographic print, while the modernmum a Charger when I was 12 and I guess that shape never left me; I bought this one when I
uches continue with the stereo head unit mounted in the glovebox via a 3D-printed panel.

was 18.”

ith the Charger finally back on the road, Richard has wasted no time getting out and
joying the car, scooping Best Interior and a Top 10 Elite spot at Motorvation 2018, and
st Interior and Top Car Overall at the 2018 Oz Nats.

still have a few areas of the car I’d like to tidy up, but there are no major changes
anned,” he says. “I just want to get out and drive it!”
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Twenty-six years of ownership is a long haul in anyone’s language, but there were a few
blips along the way. “I sold the car during a moment of temporary insanity,” Richard admits.
“But my wife Sandy was cool enough to let me buy it back – we were on our honeymoon at
the time!
MORE 460hp turbocharged17Hemi 265-powered VJ Charger

This article was first published in the April 2018 issue of Street Machine – writer: Simon Major

A 265-cube Chrysler Hemi-six needs no introduction, and Richard’s Charger retains the

MH
Yeah.
DH
So tell me, another thing I’ve heard is when
people saw the hippo coming down the line they
said “oh, geez that’s ugly.” Did people actually
say that about the hardtop?
MH
How would you know? There were 4000 guys
in the factory.
DH
True...
MH
Some would’ve said “I don’t like it” – sure, but…
Style grows on you.
I dunno if you keep up to date with what’s
happening these days, but I’m a big follower
of Elon Musk. And he’s bringing out a four-door
utility...
Mal is still quite an enthusiast of new technologies
– in particular electric cars.
DH
A four-door utility? Standard?
MH
Yeah, they call it the ‘Cybertruck’.
It’s absolutely non-conventional, all flat lines,
not a bent or curved line on it anywhere. It’s
all made out of stainless steel. And it goes into
production at the end of the year.

Dave Brown in particular, but all of the
management here, were very keen to keep
the Australian content as high as possible. And
promote the use of the Australian built engine.

They’ve got 1.2 million orders for it already.
Before it hits the road. So...

That was the real secret of it.

DH
I’ll check it out..

That sixpack engine took away from a lot of V8s
which were never used.
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DH
Ya reckon?

DH
With the VH range there was a whole plethora
of different models you could get. Even with
the hardtop you could get a Valiant Ranger XL
hardtop, a Valiant Regal hardtop, and a Valiant
Regal 770 hardtop.
Of course with the next one – the VJ, this was
scaled back and you only offered the Regal.

But a lot of people will look at it (its on Youtube) –

MH
And say it’s an ugly thing. But it GROWS on you.
DH

MH
I don’t think we ever made the hardtop in a
standard version. I think they were all mostly
Regals and 770s.

That’s interesting. Because you know, and this is
one of the reasons I’m writing this book, is that
hardtops now have a cult following. We are like
the ugly sister (if you know what I mean) to the
Charger – everyone liked the Charger.
The Charger is the glamour queen. Everyone
respects the Charger.
It is a design classic, I know that...
I accept that. I know why.

DH
Yeah, there was a base VH hardtop. Kinda...

MH
Yeah.

DH
But, I love the hippo because I love the big bum
on it. I love those long lines.
And a lot of other people do now too.
What do you think of that?
Because the other thing someone said (and I
can’t remember who said it) but it wasn’t too
long after...
So the VH hardtop came out in ’72?
MH
Yep.
DH
… that by that time, even in America, the bigger
two-door hardtop kind of car (and this is my
perception anyway) was out. And they were
being replaced by more coupes... and more
fastbacks... like the Mustang.
By the late ‘70s, no company was really making
that kind of hardtop at all – anywhere.
MH
Once again it’s that terminology, Dave…
What do you mean by ‘coupe’ and ‘hardtop’?
Because you know, they did build a two-door
hardtop until fairly recently.
There’s a very good article about the history
of the hardtop – and the last makes of it at
curbsideclassic.com.
(See: https://www.curbsideclassic.com/automotivehistories/automotive-history-the-two-door-sedan1920-2008-its-history-and-the-last-2-door-sedanfor-each-brand-and-model-us-market/)
It mentions how the 1999 Neon was Dodge’s
last two-door sedan of any kind, and Chrysler’s
offerings of a LeBaron coupe in the 1990s and
the 2000 Sebring.
But they had a full B pillar. Just disguised.
Now what we are referring to as a hardtop
here has got a slightly more tailored roofline,
more streamlined, and has no B pillar above
the waistline...
That was popular until a few years ago...
When Chrysler always built steel top cars.
Of course, most American cars are dead now.
DH
Something like that, yeah.
Well, the Jeep is still huge but that’s about it, hey.
MH
I was thinking more saloon cars.
The big sellers now are utilities and SUVs.
DH
Makes like Toyota.
MH
Well, the biggest-selling car in America right
now is the Ford F150 pickup. Bigger than any
saloon car.
DH
I think the biggest-selling regulation saloon car in
the world is a Toyota Corolla in 2021.
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MH

DH

There is no doubt that all the interest went
into Charger. Once the people whose opinion
mattered the most, saw it. And that had to be
fairly early on.

With the VH, where were the tools to stamp the
panels made?

Because there it was, in the flesh – in Australia.

All over the world.

The dealers saw more of it, and sooner.

DH

But if Bill Chinnick says “well, most people did
see it.” That wasn’t quite the case...

Where were all the actual semi-finished product
off toolings stamped?

You had to go through full security to get into
the styling area. That was where he worked,
so he could walk in and out any time he liked,
security knew him. But nobody else could.
Well, I could. Dave Brown could. But none of
the general working public could at all.
A lot of the guys in the drawing room never saw
it. But that’s not uncommon. You gotta keep
some degree of confidentiality, otherwise all of
a sudden information goes to the opposition.
Who may or may not do anything about it – its
up to them...
But believe me, there is a significant amount of
spying that goes on between companies. And
a significant amount of money spent doing it!
DH
Were you there in America… (I think I read
this is one of Gavin Farmer’s books) that Bill
Smyth... when he was in the states, when they
were styling the VH... that he would like drop
the window down, and in the morning they’d
come back and the Americans had clayed it
back up again.
Have you heard that story?
MH
Yes. But I think that’s incorrect. Smyth never
went to the states.
He was up there years earlier as a cadet
engineer, came back, but he never went back to
the states after that again...
DH
Oh, OK –
But did that happen? Did the Australians ever
argue “no, we want a lower window line –”
MH
Never.
I’ve heard that related to the Charger, but there
was nothing that they could do because...
DH
Oh, maybe that was here in Australia? When they
designed the Charger?
MH
When Hubbach came out?
But the door was there and committed to.
They couldn’t move it anyway.
Other than completely retool it. I mean you’d
be talking millions of dollars just to retool
that door.
No, Australia didn’t have a lot of input in to the
styling of the vehicle at all. Well, the whole range
of vehicles.
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MH

MH
Here in Australia, at Tonsley
DH
Was it all done in Australia?
So, are we to believe CAL went from not even
being able to press certain items like dashes and
guards from the previous models to being able to
tool up an entire new range of cars with several
different body types?
How can you have a styling back in the US and
model tools off it 8000km away. Sure, things like
the platform and firewall was conceivably done
here...but the body? Also the engineering for the
window mechanisms?
MH
Some tooling was done in England, Japan, the
US and here.
We were making 90% of the body before the
VH, as far back as the ‘AP7’ or the VC.
A lot of it went back to that.
Many of the panels in the VH were carried over
from previous years. All that changed was an
alteration to the wheelbase, a stretch panel we
added in under the back seat.
The styling was done in America, a fullsize clay
model, so yes, phase one was in Detroit. This
clay model was scanned, and that info was
punched into a computer. This was the first
time we ever could do this, use a computer –
very early computing, mind you.
Not 3D, but 2D data.

Mal handled the translation of the design of
the window wind mechanism himself in the
US, at Aero Detroit. But then the window wind
mechanism was all tooled here in Australia by
a local specialist.
These inner steel panels were made off the
drawing board, they don’t come off a steel
template. They’re at the second stage of tooling.
The exterior panels are always the first things
to be realised, as they use the clay model as
their basis.
The roof panel moulds were made in England.
They were put in a mapping press over there
to check the male and female surfaces, where
they ran off a dozen panels to test.

Before the Val was loaded up, there was one last thing Mario wanted to do on the car
himself: “I said to Justin: ‘Let me take the engine and gearbox out; I just want to do it one
more time, just for the hell of it.’” From that point on, the car was built entirely at HillsIf &
Codidn’t know you were looking at photos of a ’72 Charger, you could quite easil
you
Customs, with external help brought in when needed. For six years they worked away onthis
thewas a modern sports car interior. More Ferrari inspiration comes from the Da
car without sharing a single thing on social media. That’s a rare thing these days, but it made
stitching design in the seats
the Charger’s impact all the more astounding when it was unveiled at the 2019 Sydney Hot
Rod & Custom Auto Expo, catching everyone by surprise and winning Top Coupe and the
One of my favourite parts of the car is the bonnet. Reshaped in steel with custom-mad
Austin Arrowsmith Elegance award.

scoops, it was then used as a mould and recreated in carbonfibre for rigidity and weigh
saving – another area that Mario focussed on with the build. “One of the main things I
wanted to do was reduce the weight of the car, so instead of doing a 1000hp engine, I’
the other way and do a 600-650hp engine and lower the weight, especially at the front
says. “The carbonfire bonnet and all-aluminium engine and the Magnum Force front e
takes about 150kg out. We haven’t weighed it yet, but I reckon it weighs about the sam
when it had the six-cylinder in it – but it’s got double the horsepower.”

Mario’s Italian heritage was a big factor in the numerous Ferrari influences in his Charger,
but there was already a strong connection between Italy and Chargers from back in the 70s,
when Chrysler sent a car back to the Weber factory to fine-tune the Six-Pack carby set-up.
With Chrysler and Weber both now owned by Fiat, I guess you could say that connection is
even stronger.

They already had all the tooling set up from the
VG – the 4 door sedan, the ute and the wagon,
which they used to make the VH.

With the designer locked in, the next piece of the puzzle was to
work and make Mario’s vision come to life. It wasn’t long befor
Hills from Hills & Co Customs. “A friend of mine had a Mustan
introduced us at MotorEx 2013,” Mario explains. “Because he d
a lot of European stuff, I thought this guy would understand exa
from. I explained to Justin what my ideas were for the build and
was transported to Taree.”

From 1963 onwards, we were making a front
and rear end, a roof panel and doors. The
only thing that wasn’t tooled here was the VG
two-door, that was all American.
A CKD import. But even so they built the Aussie
front end to graft over it.
Tooling was outsourced to different parts of the
world. Some of the skins were created in England
or Japan. But most of the VH tooling (certainly all
the interior panels) were made in Australia.
They adapted the underbody of the VG, which
had originally come from the S Series.
MH:
So the whole thing was a progression.
Deiberate – and organised.
CAL did work smart, sometimes.
From the R and S Valiant, we had to achieve
95% Australian content in ten years, because
of the duties on everything imported.
By the time of the VG, just about all of it was
made here in Oz. The Hemi then became the
final element to make the Australian content
commitment.

The modern style with a Euro twist was also carried through to the Charger’s interior. “What
I wanted to do with the interior was give it a Ferrari/Dodge Viper feel in there,” Mario says.
The rear
“I said to Ben when he drew it up: ‘It has to have a dash like the R/Ts with the six gauges
in end is a masterful blend of old and new that is directly inspired by the Ferrari
The
fuelwell
cap be
is also
version
of the original that’s
recessed
for a cleaner
line,
the other thing
I really want is the Daytona
stitching
likeValiant
you find Charger
in the early-70s
Thisandmodern,
European-influenced
vision
of a VH
may
oneaofmodern
the most
well-thought-out
streetbeen
machines
ever
Ferraris.’”
built in this country. Built with a very clear set of design objectives – and meeting them – few cars come close to.ar from Aileron, a

ferrarI-InspIred bIg block

Mario Ciarrocchi formulated the ideas in his head –
since owning the car in 1986.
“My father and I bought the car when I was 17 years of
age,” Mario explains. “Thirty years later, he mentioned
that he knew that I had an interest in cars and that
he’d bought the car to keep me occupied and out of
trouble.”
With the help of a good mate, after about two-and-a-half
years Mario got the car back on the street with fresh
paint, a 265 filled with forged Chevy pistons and triple
Dellorto carbs. For the next ten years or so Mario drove
it regularly; then, as his career developed the Charger
got tucked away in the garage and sat there for the next
15 years.

But it saved enormous amounts of time and we
could instantly send back vital information to
Tonsley Park.

The VH was conceived in 1968, tooling was
finished late 1971, and production began in 1972.
The conception of the Charger was jammed in at
the end, mid 1969.

Today it’s a commonplace we take for granted.

DH

Building a family and a successful business took
priority, but the Charger was never far from Mario’s
mind, and as his business grew, so did his ideas for
what the Charger could become.

So when you think about it, the VH was quite
revolutionary how it came together. And especially
how fast it all came together.

So the VH is not actually ‘the first Australian
Chrysler’ at all then?
Has there never really been any All-Australian
Chrysler?
I mean I know it was made here, but –

A couple of key people who were instrumental in
creating the car. The first was Ben Hermance of
Hermance Design in the US. “I liked what Ben did
because he would get an old car and tweak it and
tuck it, but the original design of the car would still
be there...”

MH

With the designer locked in, the next piece of the puzzle
was to find who could carry out the work to bring Mario’s
vision alive. It wasn’t long before Mario homed in on
well-known Justin Hills from Hills & Co Customs.
“Because he does high-end restorations on a lot of
European stuff, I thought this guy would understand
exactly where I was coming from.”

For the tooling, some parts were made from a
mould, fashioned off a full scale model – such
as the roof. All exterior panels had to be made
in wood, as a true shape, so no wrinkles.
They then sent tooling staff to the various
outsourcers in America, Japan and the UK, to
supervise, although these places didn’t really
need much coaching, as they were already
long engineering tooling for all sorts of makes
and models of cars all around the world.
So with the earlier models, we’d go from the
clay to the wooden model, and then cut steel
templates from that wooden model to create a
die, in male and female sections.

Well, we call it ‘styled by the Americans’. As
what you see is the styling.
But then you gotta make all those things work.
You gotta put in all the roof panels, the sill
panels, floor indentations to take the seats,
transmissions… diddley dee…
The fire wall, the instrument panel, the front end,
the suspension… all those things are Australian
engineering.
Australians did that.

The car was built entirely at Hills & Co Customs, with
external help brought in when needed. For six years
they worked away on the car without sharing a single
thing on social media. That’s a rare thing these days, but
it made the Charger’s impact all the more astounding

“My father and I bought the car when I was 17 years of age,” Mario explains. “Thirty ye
andthat
the parting
lineinterest
betweeninthecars
rocker
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Sydney Hotthat
Rodhe& knew
he mentioned
I had an
andpanel
thatand
he’dfront
bought the ca
guard now extends through to the wheel opening. The
Custom Auto Expo, catching
surprise
keep meeveryone
occupiedbyand
out of trouble.”
and winning Top Coupe and the Austin Arrowsmith sill panels have also been extended and lowered.
reshaped in steel
with
custom-made
Elegance award.
With the help of a good mate, The
afterbonnet
aboutwas
two-and-a-half
years
Mario
got the car back on
scoops,
before
being
used
as
a
mould
to
recreate
in
street with fresh paint, a 265 filled with forged Chevy pistons and triple
Dellorto
carbs. F
With a build like this, you
risk or
of so
theMario
car drove
carbonfibre
for rigiditythen,
and weight
the can
nextrun
10the
years
it regularly;
as hissaving
career developed and he star
looking dated before it even
getscompany
finished, butcars,
that’sthe
notCharger got tucked away in the garage and sat there for the ne
getting
the case with this Charger.
The modern elements have “One of the main things I wanted to do was reduce the
years.
been seamlessly intertwined while keeping enough of weight of the car, so instead of doing a 1000hp engine,
I’ll go the other way and do a 600-650hp engine and
the car’s original designRead
to create
a timeless
next:
Turbolook.
Gen III Hemi-powered Chrysler VH Valiant Charger
lower the weight, especially at the front,” he says.
The modern style with a Euro twist was also carried “The carbonfire bonnet and all-aluminium engine and
through to the Charger’s interior. “What I wanted to do the Magnum Force front end takes about 150kg out.
with the interior was give it a Ferrari/Dodge Viper feel … it weighs about the same as when it had the sixin there,” Mario says. “I said to Ben when he drew it up: cylinder in it – but it’s got double the horsepower.”
‘It has to have a dash like the R/Ts with the six gauges
in line, and the other thing I really want is the Daytona By now you’ve probably figured out that the 265 and
triple carbs are gone and seen the stonking big-block
stitching like you find in the early-70s Ferraris.”
tucked neatly into the engine bay. Built by Tony Khattar
from All Cylinder Head Services, the 540-cuber is
Once Mario was happy with the design, the trim job
based on an Indy block and heads from 440 Source.
was handed over to Scott Briggs from Trik Trim to
There’s still a Six-Pack, but this time they’re F&B
work his magic. It was a pretty major undertaking, with
Performance throttlebodies controlled by a FAST XFI
handcrafted door trims, one-piece moulded headliner
2.0 ECU. Even the engine bay copped some Ferrari
and a full-length console being fashioned. The front
styling, with wrinkle finish on the rocker covers and
seats are out of a Hyundai Tiburon, and two bucket
custom-made intake bellmouths.
seats were fabricated for the rear. Blending a modern
interior with a classic Aussie muscle car is one of the Proof of how sympathetic the build was to the original
toughest jobs to get right, but they absolutely nailed it design can be found in the comments from Bob
with this one.
Hubbach, the Charger’s original designer, after Mario
It’s the same with the exterior; thanks to a well-thoughtout and thorough design process, all of the exterior
changes complement the original styling. While the
amount of work done to the car is pretty radical, the end
result is far from it, with the original VH Charger styling
shining through. Some changes are pretty obvious; the
front spoiler and rear diffuser are probably the most
easily picked, as is the removal of the door handles.
But how about the drip rails? A lot of people would
have simply shaved them off, but Hills & Co masterfully
reworked them so that they sit a lot tighter to the body,

This article was first published in the September 2019 issue of Street Machine – writer: Boris Viskovic; photos: Ben Hosking

sent him some photos: “Your car looks sensational in
the photos you sent. Did you perchance send these
photos to the authors of the Hey Charger book – Gavin
Farmer and Gary Bridger? I’m sure they would like to
see them and that they would be as impressed as I am.”

“My idea for the car was to keep all the beautiful things
about the Charger and just clean it up a bit and make
it look more modern,” says Mario. The end result? A
classic Aussie muscle car with European styling and
Yankee big-block power; a real triple threat – or should
that be triple treat?
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We did all of that – but the Australians were over
there.
That’s why I went over there in ’68.
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DH
Like, even the righthand drive versus lefthand drive
sorta thing?

star of motorex 2o1o
Our cover car first appeared back in 2016, in the “Imagineering” issue Torqueback #27. This custom Charger was a sensation when
it was first unveiled (complete but not running) at the 2010 MotorEx – and continues to generate discussion online amongst the
Mopar community and Charger purists alike today. And now this car was recently advertised up for sale.ar from Aileron, a little town
about two hours out of Alice.

This VH Charger is registered in WA as a standard car with a standard
colour, although its modifications have not been passed through licensing
and engineering. The car was originally built by X Customs over east before its
grand reveal on the concourse in 2010.

It was a big dollar build and the amount of custom work that has gone into it is
huge. The car is now being sold as an unfinished project and still requires a fair
amount of work to be complete. The paint work also requires some attention as
it has cracked in a few places. It’s currently listed for $80K – but apparently over
$300K has been spent on it already.

Its features include suicide doors, shaved side glass, shaved door handles, air
suspension and a double wishbone front end conversion. With a 4 Link 9-inch
and tubbed back end, she rides on 20x22 inch billets and Wilwood brakes
sitting on a smooth and detailed undercarriage. This thing is powered by an
injected Hemi out a Chrysler 300 SRT with quad turbos behind a flat firewall.
Other bespoke touches include the brake booster and master cylinder under a
sheetmetal dash, a massive stereo, and a completely custom Interior.
A car like this makes you wonder.

– Dave H

MH
Well, there never was a lefthand version of our
Valiant –
DH
Yeah, but that’s what I’m saying...
So, in America, where they drive on the left, you
were designing a car that was to be driven on the
right, so that was never –
MH
Never a problem.
DH
Because I think someone said on one of the early
model Valiants – the AP, or maybe the S series – it
got a bit tricky when they came to the knockdown.
When they put them together at Keswick that
they had to actually transplant the steering box, or
maybe do something funky with the steering box?
There was never any issues like that?
I apologise.

MH

DH

Yes.
He came out of General Motors Holden’s
actually. GM’s head office was in King William
Street in those days. Just down the road from
TJ Richards!
Roy made it happen, as he had gone to America
on the Australianisation of the Holden in 1948...

Did you do an apprenticeship?

DH
He went back that far? So he was quite an old
bloke around you in those days.
MH
Oh yes, a very practical old man – when I was
still quite a naive young man.
DH

So you worked there in the modelling room.
Did you do a trade? Did you get a ticket?
MH

MH

DH

I started in the model shop at Keswick. We
were in a special building on the other side of
the road, not where the factory was.
Across the road there was a place called
Lovell’s Bakery, and we had the building next
door. Very distracting...

You sound exactly like Paul Cain.
Paul said that about Lonsdale. That they did that
even in the seventies at Lonsdale.
He did the same thing...

MH
The S Series Valiant was never designed for
righthand drive at all.

DH

The Americans said “no, no – why would we ever
be interested in doing something like that? We’re
not gonna engineer that!”

MH

So Roy Rainsford had to go to America – it would’ve
been 1960 – and he said “look, I wanna make this
into righthand drive”.

DH

Ah... the lingering scent of freshly baked pastry!
What year was that?
‘56
Wow. How old were you?
MH
Sixteen!

Roy said, “well, lets change that”.

DH

So he moved the oil filter from one side of the
engine to the other, with a long pipeline that went
around to it. That’s all it took.

Straight out of school?

Was that the slant? On the slant six?

DH

As part of that, you were cycled through all the
other departments – press work, tool making,
template making. Two or three years circulating
around, with three months in each area.

Mal snickers.

DH

I was going to be a cabinetmaker. I had a job
all lined up. And a week before school finished
the deputy head called me in (I thought I was
in trouble) and said “Holman, I’d like to talk to
you about something you might be interested
in...” and he told me all about the new Chrysler
operations opening up on the Bay Road.
So I was there within a week...

Wow!
Tell me about y’self now.
So where did you start?

You’d know all about this, sorry. Of course.

And they said “oh no, you can’t... because
because... because...”

MH

MH
Yeah.

MH
So then I came back into the modelshop.
DH
What did you do in the modelshop?
Can you define ‘model’?
MH
A model is a full size timber version of that...
(Mal points to an AP)
DH
So sculpting?
MH
Yeah. The design had already been created.
What we did was then make a model of it,
which in turn was the basis for stamping dies
and assembling dies.
They called it the ‘master’ model, because
everything related back to it.

A wooden ‘master’ for tooling of the AP6 at Keswick, June 1960. Mal Holman worked on this.

MH
Yes it was!
Y’know, there were a few other adjustments but
that was principally all it took. The steering block
might have looked difficult because it had to go
on the righthand side. But you just change the
steering geometry to suit the other way. Turned out
it wasn’t a big deal.
But that was what made it practical.
Roy was Chief Engineer of CAL at that time.
DH
He was Australian wasn’t he?
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Whether you were making a single part, or
whether you were putting a whole car together...
It all traced back to the master model.
DH
So that was the AP5?
MH
Well I started on the AP3.
The last of the Chrysler Royals!
And I finished up on the Sigma...
Mal digresses for a minute.
It was decided we should do a station wagon
version so we threw away part of the pack that
was brought out and made our own roof, rear
quarter and tailgate...
DH
The Sigma station wagon was actually an
Australian idea?
MH
Absolutely. Designed and built here.
DH
Wow! You did that?
MH
Well, yes I was involved in it. Although I was just
another player, really.
DH
So during the time of the VH program, what was
your position then?
MH
I was Design Manager for Valiant.
DH
And you were in charge of what?
MH
All the body.
Everything that was basically made out of steel.
Not transmissions, not engines, but everything
else that goes into one...
I was back for a year or so...

MH

DH

DH

So when you got back to Tonsley, you stayed in
that role for about a year and then you took a
position as Manager of Product Planning?

As the Charger?

MH
It was a new department –
DH
So were you involved in the product planning
of the VH range at all, as in the hardtop and the
Charger?
MH
No, that had already all been done – back in the
states, at the beginning of ’68.
DH

I’d come back from the states late ‘68 and there
was no thought of it at that stage.
DH
No-one had even dreamed of the Charger?
MH
No. If they had, they hadn’t spoken to anybody
about it.
Late ‘68.
And then I reckon it was probably Dave Brown
and Roy Rainsford together – to the collective
group – that said “hang on, we really need
something with a younger appeal...”
And the Charger WAS what they had been
looking for.
Not a race car, or a muscle car – none of this
or that. Just something with a younger appeal.
DH
Why was the shorter wheelbase the answer
then? Do you know?
MH
I think because our earlier Valiants were on
that wheelbase. The S Series had started on
virtually the same floorpan, basically.

MH
Yeah
The feeling was – and this happens in all
companies, it’s not just unique to Chrysler –
all cars keep growing in size ‘til eventually
they become the ‘next size up’. And then they
introduce another model below it... and then
that ends up growing too.
Look at any car in the whole industry worldwide
– and that’s what has happened to it.
Any history timeline. Look at the VW for example
– and where that’s come from.
Or look at the early Toyotas... and where that’s
come from.
DH

DH

I’m not looking to blame you for the hardtop’s
demise or anything there...

And then you took up a different job?

MH

MH

MH

No!

When I got back from Detroit I was still Design
Manager for Valiant.

We both chuckle.

We had different Design Managers. One for
Hillman, one for this make, one for that make…

I was just wondering... so did you guys know,
or when did you realise that the Charger was
a better seller – and therefore a better product
than the hardtop?
Or didn’t you know?
Who dropped the ball? Did anyone drop the ball?

It’s human nature.
Progression.
To look for something bigger all the time.
I think we went a bit too far a bit too quick with
the VH though. And got too desperate...

And then we had specialists, that either did
doorlocks, or plastics, or whatever...
DH
But you were in charge of all of that?
An overseer?
MH
Well, the guy who was the head of our
department was Peter Taylor.
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Peter was more of an administrator than a
designer. He never went out on the drawing
board, whereas with my job I was as much
out there on the drawing board as I was in
my office.
And you discuss lotsa things. You don’t just
give a job to a draftsman and let him go...
you’re out there for hours, everyday...
Within the drafting group you have your
Design Draftsmen, they are the real creatives.
They don’t get embedded in the detail, though.
That’s handed onto a larger group of Detail
Draftsmen, who take basic info off the major
layout. They’re the ones that work out what
holds it together, how it holds together, what
mounts on it, things like that...
They take it away and they draw it up in
detail, dimension the holes and put all those
things in.
The designers don’t do any of that. They don’t
do any of the drafting. They come up with the
overall concept. They just simply draw what
they want, draw how it is supposed to look...
And then somebody else has to come along to
do all the detail work behind that.
That detail work is a much bigger job than the
design. Filling all that in...
So we only ever had six designers at Chrysler.

DH

MH
That would’ve been early ’69.
DH
Way back then?

They swelled!

DH
Jumped the shark?
MH
Yeah. I gotta blame the yanks because they did
all the exterior styling. We didn’t have a product
planning department at that time.
That didn’t come ‘til some years later.
They did though, of course, and they had an
American product planner – named Bert Ebi.
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Wouldn’t be too many people at CAL who would
know that…
He did come to Australia.

chargers in charge

adelaIde Extreme Auto expo

DH

CluB dIsplay - 17/11/21
Following on from the success of CHUGTOBER – the CCCSA (spontaneously) set up a display to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the Valiant Charger at the 2021 AutoExpo at Wayville Showgrounds last November. Maintaining the tradition...
Well, l I think it has been around fifteen years since the CCCSA last did an
official club display at an indoor show at Wayville Showgrounds – but these
‘statewide’ concourse events for all makes still continue on there – although I
think they may have been called something else back then.
All I know is that it used to be called Hot Adelaide – and before that it was
known as the Adelaide Hot Rod Show. Anyway, our club was always heavily
involved in these, especially in the early decades.
Fast-forward fifteen years, and who would have thought that we would be living
as we are today with Covid-19; having to wear masks, sanitising ‘till the skin
falls off our hands and getting isolated and locked down in our homes.
Yet somehow we’ve managed – and car shows must go on.
As does the Adelaide Extreme AutoExpo, as it is now called today.
So – we made a last-minute decision to get some Chargers up for show.
And when I put out the call, it was duly answered; by John Leach (resto mod),
Andrew Ingleton (E55 clone), Richard Peak (E48), Karl Grosche (E49
clone) and yours truly Damian Tripodi (pov-pack sleeper).
Well I had to, since I am the Event Coordinator.
The weather wasn’t looking all that good on the Friday of the setup and the
show started at 5pm that day. But we got there in time before the heavens
opened up, and we even managed to secure a space directly behind the
Shannons stand – who themselves had gone to the National Motor Museum
to borrow Leo Geoghegan’s Charger – set up right next to us.
This was a great move for us because they also brought their info-board with
them, and guess what?
That board just happens to have our club logo upon it and it says ‘sponsored
by the Chrysler Car Club of SA.’
A huge win for us because we scored some butterfly effect!

Bargain bonus!
Our stand looked awesome and lots of people were hanging around telling
stories of the Chargers they once owned. So naturally (even if we are biased)
we figured we probably had the best display – but that wasn’t to be.
However a huge congratulations to Karl in his E49 for winning the Judges
Favourite Award. And of course he then went on to win the Best Charger at the
Shannons Yankalilla Classic the following weekend. Well deserved!
Our Mopars were not the only ones there, but. A resto mod ‘71 Barracuda
was absolutely stunning. A metallic green Centura had the best looking
six-pack engine I’ve ever seen! And there was a gorgeous looking VH hardtop
our magazine editor would drool over. Also, Jaf revealed his latest VC wagon
at the SMASA stand.
Overall, considering all the fences that the pandemic keeps presenting us with
to jump, we should really be glad how lucky we are that there are still a lot of
great top-end builds happening out there, even though it might just take a little
longer to see the end result...

– Damian

Is that common knowledge?
Can I talk about that?
MH
Sure.
And I got to be good friends with Bert over there.
Ultimately he left Chrysler in ‘69 and went to
American Motors. I think.
That was a disaster. Regardless...
It was from then and there that they decided we
needed a product planning department of our
own down here in Australia. So they sent out an
American guy (cant remember his name, sorry)
and his designation was to set up this new
product planning department.
And I still don’t really know why I was selected
for that.
Mal shrugs and laughs.
I have a suspicion that maybe it went back to
about 1959, when I was coming home from
one of my night classes – and I saw this posh
Chrysler Royal stranded on the side of the road
in Hindley Street...
DH
I remember this story!
This is the American fella that you helped!
MH
Pulled over and did what I could. I said, “look
you’re either out of gas or its not coming
through. But whatever it is, you’ve got a petrol
supply problem...”
Three months later, I was on the drawing board
when this same bloke walked up to me with
six other guys in suits – and the whole drawing
office suddenly stopped. Everything went silent.
I didn’t know who the hell they were!
Mal laughs.
It was David Brown!
With Roy Rainsford and a coupla others.
“Hi son, how are you today? How’s it going.”
(in a faux American accent)

MH
Out here I did.
He came out to Australia for a brief call.
Interesting guy.
Engel came out one day and saw the panel van.
He was fascinated by it, this ‘sedan delivery’
idea (which they didn’t really have in the states
anymore, of course) and he said “right, find me
some tape”.
And in a matter of an hour he taped up the side
of the panel van and called it ‘The Drifter’.
DH
Yeah? He designed the stripes!
MH
On the spot. He was very creative.
DH
Genius.
What about Bob Hubbach?
MH
Bob was a very creative guy. He had the Charger
sketch done within a week.

I was only there for a few weeks when I said to
our local manager over there, in charge of the
international studio;
“Look we need some engineering support on
this. There’s something like 50 or 60 draftsmen
working on this project. I can’t look after them
all. Nor can you, nor can anybody else in the
corporation. You’ve got to spend a lot of time
with these people to have control of it.”
His answer was, “well I can’t get any more,
sorry... blah blah blah.”
So we made an arrangement to have lunch
with a vice president of the corporation, who
was in charge of International Operations, at
midday one day.
And he declared “if we can’t get help from there
we’ll have to bring some up from Australia...”
“Hang on, I’ll talk to Dave.”
So lunchtime in Detroit. 1am in our daytime.

Mal points to a picture of the fullsize Charger
rendering and then the first clay.

And that’s when he sent them over?

He did a coupe of variations of it. But from
there it was “right, go into the clay model!”
That then took a little while.
As there’s about a ton and half of clay that
makes that thing up. All you’ve got is a steel box
as a platform to build it on, but all that around
the structure that you see, that’s all solid clay.
Some of it 200mm thick.
DH
And Bill Chinnick? He was your mate at work?
MH
Oh yeah.
I saw him on a daily basis.
Talented.
It’s obvious Mal is still in awe of Bill Chinnick.
DH

‘Cause you helped him. And he remembered you.
That’s an awesome story.
So that’s how you got promoted? Essentially!

MH

MH

Y’know Dave, I can’t remember Tom Campbell.
The guy I dealt with in tooling was Peter Gray.
And his boss was George Hemer. When I was
in the states...

That’s what I believe. Because I wasn’t any
smarter than anybody else!

DH
George Hemer was a yank?

Mate, just go with it!

MH

We laugh.

No. He was in charge of Tool Design – that was
a big division. Much more people there than in
Project Design.
While I was over there, within a month of
getting there, all the exterior skin had been

So did you ever meet Elwood Engel – maybe in
the States?

The things that would hold it together, make
the doors work and that sorta shit.

DH

Very talented. He’s lived quite a life.

DH

finalised. So Peter Taylor had been over there
for a month or so on that, and then when he
came back I went over to do all the ‘structural’
design so to speak, afterwards.

Legendary.

DH

DH

14

What was he like?

MH
I said “Dave, I’m not happy.”
“We got our biggest investment ever happening
here and we’re not getting any help from the
corporation at all. I need some more help. We
need to be able to take absolute control of this
program, not just say good morning and good
afternoon.”
And he said “right!”
One week later I had three guys up there. One
was Dean Bond, Peter Gray and George Hemer.
Peter and George came first for a month or two,
and Dean stayed on for six months.
Tom Campbell must have been the tooling lead
more exclusively on the Charger.
DH
Bondy was there a long time wasn’t he. And then
Bill joined you?
MH
No I came back to Australia before Bill.
Nearly a year later they all went to Detroit.
I’d moved into Product Planning back home
before they all went up. It was out of my realm
by then (by the time of the Charger).
DH
So, I’m just trying to figure out what happened.
In a nutshell, give me your easiest basic answer.
Why did the hardtop fail?
MH
Because of the Charger. No question at all.
Had we not have had a Charger, the hardtop
would’ve done better. But it would never have
done the Charger volumes.
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DH

MH

If Dave wasn’t there I couldn’t see any future.

Do you reckon the Charger might’ve cost Dave
Brown his job?
Do you think the Americans were pist?

And he stayed here. Became a South Australian.
He died here – and so did his wife.
No, I think what happened was we were going
through a downturn – and by then they’d
brought out a new CEO, Bill Balthrop –

DH

MH

MH

– and it was his job to sort it all out
The first thing he did was to sack Dave Brown.
And if Dave Brown wasn’t gonna be there, I
didn’t wanna be there.

And so I had a mate that had a sand and metal
business at Reynella. He said ‘listen come
and take over. I’ve got fourteen trucks here.
All I want to do is drive a truck, I can’t drive
all of them.
So I cashed in all my super, bought a half interest
in the company and off I went. Then finally
rebuilt the new place down the road, which
is where the Mazda dealership is at Morphett
Vale now.

We were going through a tight time financially
in the country – and all car sales were down.
Chrysler had dropped a bit more than the others.
The reason for that was how we once had this
image of being more upmarket than the Holden
or the Ford. And then somehow we lost it.
Whether that was actually ever correct or not –
that was just the way public saw us.
That all stemmed from our early days of the S
Series – which was no doubt always a superior
motorcar to its competitors at the time.

DH

DH

Bill Chinnick kinda suggested the same thing.

And Bill joined you?

MH

MH

My immediate superior Walt McPherson told
me not to be hasty. We had market research
running in Melbourne at the time, on the Simca
180. He said “I think you should get over there
and stay close to that” as that was part of what
my role was.

Yes.
Bill joined me – for a while, as did two other
guys.

To research what people thought of a new car.

Who were the other ones at CAL that walked out
with you?

DH

DH

Could this ‘reputation’ possibly harken all the
way back to the Dodge Brothers?
Like, the Dodge Brothers were always known for
their quality. They always built the best motors.
Reliable and enduring.
They were always known for their quality stuff –
but not necessarily business nouse.
Hence their fallout with Henry Ford, so they went
out on their own, hey.
But Dodges were always tough. You still ‘can’t kill
an old Dodge’, apparently.
Do you think this might date back all the way
back to that culture?
And then later on with the Hemi. How it was
‘unbreakable’?

MH

So what year is this?

It was an unfortunate time.
A bloke by the name of Bruce Donnelly, who
managed it with me...
And then I can’t remember the name of the
other bloke, sorry. Somebody else we worked
with, but they were more of a truckdriver I
think, rather than an administrative person.
I had 68 guys working for me there in that
business.

Absolutely not.
It all worked out.
And it made them money.
No, I was there when Dave Brown lost his job.
DH
Why did Dave brown lose his job?
MH

MH
The popularity of the DeSoto and Plymouth in
Australia goes back to the rural area. They were
favourite cars of the country.
DH
The farmers?
MH
Because they were tougher.
And the Chrysler dealerships were a lot more
prevalent out there, even in the bush, than they
were in the cities.
I think that the Charger was the one thing that
gave Dave Brown some merit.
DH
Well, he was sent here to shut down the company.
And he ended up saving it didn’t he?
He ended up making it last longer. The Charger
probably helped...
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Sounds like a few of you thought that.

DH
He was a dickhead.
MH

MH
1972
DH
So, what – that would be the early ancestor of
the Centura?
MH

DH

Yeah. Wasn’t on the road then. We just had one
of the French versions out here.
The research wasn’t showing up all that good...

DH

DH

Yes!

No. I then got into building houses.
Initially renovating them, but eventually
building new homes...
And then I started buying up properties
in the Burnside area. Knocking them over
and putting in new developments on the
properties.

DH

DH

Apparently you just couldn’t get in the engine
bay. There was no room!

What was the name of your company?

No?
You ask any Chrysler nut and they’ll tell ya how
they were a nightmare to work on.
MH

Mal laughs.

Did you do that right up until your retirement?
MH

MH
I still trade it, as RAYMEL HOUSES.

I dunno anything about them, but I’ve heard that.
Mind you, people do somehow fit 360s into them.
Like, they make bloody good performance cars.

DH

MH

MH

You can do anything one off. But it’s harder to do
in a new production.
Referring to engineering practicality and simplicity.
(Meaning hot set-ups)

Pretty much.

But I’d pretty well decided at that stage that I’d
had enough.

And that was your last job?

With the wine kicking in for Mal, and a footy
match for me to go to that night, we wound up
the interview. Thanks again for another great
afternoon, Mal.
– Dave H

The morning tea stop provided a great opportunity
to see all the Chargers in their glory – and to
catch up with a few hills dwellers who joined
in along the way. The second leg was from Mt
Pleasant to Nuriootpa where we had secured the
use of a carpark in front of the old Penfold‘s Winery
complex. This has recently been re-developed
to incorporate a wood oven pizza restaurant, a
gin distillery, and a microbrewery, so there was
something there for everyone to enjoy. We had a
surprise organised after lunch. The Sporting Car
Club of SA had booked the Mallala race track
facility so we detoured on the way back to Adelaide
to line up for another photoshoot on the Mallala
starting grid. That became a true recreation of the
25th year photo.
DAY THREE
Sunday October 12 was our display day, held at
Kings Reserve Torrensville alongside Thebarton

Oval and across the road from the Brickworks
shopping centre. Jason Rowley arranged for
the former Clem Smith Racing Charger to be
displayed as a centrepiece for our event, which we
framed with a number of E49s and E38s. We had
a six-metre long Chugtober banner made up which
every car stopped in front of to have their photo
taken upon entry.
It was a cool but sunny day and for the third day in
a row, we avoided any rain.
Coast FM were again in attendance doing a livestream, and we really value the relationship that we
have forged with them over a number of years now.
Apart from the obvious enjoyment of seeing all
these fabulous cars over three days, the thing that
really excited me was meeting people for the first
time – and seeing some of the special Chargers
that rarely see daylight.

The Charger is an Aussie icon that if the Americans
had their way, would never have been built.
Bloody yanks!
During its early production years, the Charger
was the best-selling Chrysler car in Australia. It’s
still regarded as many as one of the best-looking
muscle cars ever made for the Australian market.
I hope that in 25 years time people are still looking
at the photos and videos from Chugtober with great
admiration. Sadly, by then there won’t be anybody
left to reminisce about their experiences at the
Tonsley factory leading up to August 1971. But
those of us who had family and friends that worked
there, will still pass on the stories about the good
old days.
Hey Charger!
– Andrew

13

THE CHRYSLER CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA PRESENTS

ADELAIDE

CHRYSLER
FESTIVAL

2022

60 Years of the First Valiants
FRIDAY LUNCH CRUISE
THEN & NOW
MOPAR MEGACRUISE
ALL CHRYSLER DAY GAZA SPORTS & COMMUNITY RESERVE

FRIDAY MARCH 25 – SUNDAY MARCH 27
CCCSA.NET.AU/ACF

CHRYSLERCARCLUBOFSA

PROUDLY
SUPPORTED
BY

12

45

DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL
WASTE
MANAGEMENT
(08) 8443 8827

19-25 Murray Street
Thebarton

http://www.metrowaste.com.au
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New homes and additions
Bathroom renovations
Hot and cold water systems
Gas fitting
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PRICE ALEXANDER MOTORS
Phone: 08 8271 4330

Steve Manuel
Complete Engine Bay Restorations
Engine Overhauls
Brake, Steering and Suspension Specialist
Classic Car Specialist
(Including all make of Chryslers)

Extensive history of servicing and
mechanical repairs to Chrysler
valiant cars.
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chugtober
overvIew

ducktaIl day
CHUGTOBER – celebrating 50 years of chargers.
Been there, done that...

DAY ONE

Got the photos to prove it!

On Friday October 10, we all gathered in the
carpark of Burnside Village fronting Portrush
Road. Burnside Village roped off a section of the
carpark so that we could have all of the Chargers
in one place, and have our flags flying. After the
opportunity to have a coffee, say hello and check
out all the different Chargers on show, we set off for
The Bend race track.

Chugtober was a great three-day event and
thankyou to all our members who participated in
some way.
The last major Charger celebration was 25 years
ago – and there are still a few photos in existence.
Foremost in my mind is a picture of a bunch of
Chargers lined up on the starting grid at Mallala
race track, and there was also some Channel 9
news video footage of the Charger cruise through
the CBD. Whilst I wasn’t involved back then,
this gave me a concept as to what we wanted to
achieve for the 50th celebration. The first thing I
wanted was to replicate a photo on the starting grid,
and the second thing was to record video footage
and take as many photographs as possible. I’m
sure Dave Heinrich now has plenty of material to
fill this magazine with.
Chugtober was conceived as a three-day event to
make it a strong drawcard for interstate visitors.
Well didn’t Covid stuff that up with the borders
being shut to our interstate counterparts?
Notwithstanding, we still had three sensational
events held on three different days.

To ensure that we had a convoy of Chargers going
up the freeway, we decided to turn off at Devils
Elbow and re-gathered at Eagle on the Hill. With
the help of Ingrid Matschke, the Gopro was put
to good use and some fabulous video footage
was recorded of the Chargers cruising up the
South Eastern Freeway drenched in sunshine.
The Bend racetrack was booked for a noon event
where we would do a couple of laps of the track. The
track marshals provided us a briefing beforehand,
explaining that the pace car would be out in front
cruising at 80 kmh, and that everyone needed to
stay behind him. Lucky for the pace car driver that
the police didn’t book him for speeding as some of
the Chargers were able to show off some of their
racing heritage – and reach speeds of around 100
miles an hour on the Main Straight.

We gathered back on the starting grid for the
photo shoot and it was a stunning array of 1970s
engineering. We had two genuine E49s on the front
row and a bunch of E38s. There were E55s, lots
of Webber fuelled Hemis, and a 6.1 SRT powered
VK. There were not many colours missing from the
original Chrysler colour chart. We managed to get
about 30 Chargers into the photo, and Iain Carlin
created some fantastic video footage.
Afterwards, we ventured into the Rydges Hotel for
a sitdown lunch to reminisce on how much fun it
was, and observe the Ferraris and Lamborghinis
that came out onto the race track after us. The
Bend is such a terrific facility, and we are so lucky
to have it in South Australia.
DAY TWO
We gathered on Wakefield Road in the parklands. It
was a great sight seeing so many cars of the same
shape, in so many different colours lining the side of
the road. It provided a spectacle for all the Saturday
morning traffic heading into the city and also for the
fitness fans jogging through the parklands.
The course route took us straight up Kensington
Road and then via the scenic Greenhill Road to
Balhannah, Woodside, Birdwood then stopping
at Mt Pleasant.
Continued page 13
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Another interesting thing I discovered in Germany were classic car ‘shops’
– where it seems a bunch of dealers and traders in exotic and special cars
rent space in a complex and have a huge number of fine machines for sale.

I’ve had the lucky fortune of being able to visit a few other famous tracks
in Europe too, including the Hockenheim in Germany, Monaco, and
Le Mans.

While not strictly a museum, it kind of feels like one, except that here you
can buy anything you see (assuming you’re a millionaire, of course!).
There was one of these in Dusseldorf and another in Cologne, and I
believe they’re relatively common throughout Germany. Definitely worth a
visit if you’re around and need some eye candy!

Le Mans was pretty special, as I visited not long after Ford Vs Ferrari
came out, and there was a display on at the adjacent museum celebrating
the film – as well as lots of other racing history at one of the world’s most
gruelling tracks. There were some great cars in the display collection, with
a focus on French motoring history, which is almost as long and impressive
as what you can find in Germany. There were plenty of amazing Bugattis
on display too, as well as a sizeable collection of Ford GT40s, and pretty
much every era of Le Mans racing cars is represented too. Admission also
gets you on to the track, but only on foot!

Also in Cologne, you can visit an awesome Michael Schumacher museum
called the Private Collection. It includes various bits of Schumacher
memorabilia as well as a bunch of his cars. And not far away, you can
even race on Michael’s go karting track, where both he and Vettel first got
into motorsports. Very cool!

976 South Rd
Edwardstown
08 8297 6055
www.bridgestoneselect.com.au

While we’re on the topic of tracks, I couldn’t talk about Germany without
mentioning the infamous Nurburgring. The circuit is a pretty amazing
place, for its history, stunning beauty and difficulty – as well as its darker
side of being a final destination for many a young driver. The track, or at
least the Nordschleife, is open to drive on – and it’s perfectly fine to take a
hire car for a fang around the track, as it is essentially a (very expensive) toll
road, and falls under the German autobahn regulations. Unfortunately, on
my day at the track, my hire car was a truly awful Peugeot 5008. A proper
fat-mobile that really wasn’t designed for circuit racing, but sometimes you
get what you get. I still managed a fairly respectable 11-minute outing
and gave the beast the most spirited run of its life! There’s a cool racing
museum next door, part of the not-for-public-access racing track, with
some excellent displays on F1 and other racing that’s taken place at the
Nurburgring, with history on engines, drivers, and more.

There was racing on while I was there too, so that was pretty cool!
Of course, the Le Mans circuit is very large, and only a section of it is
closed as a permanent track, so the rest of the open road sections I did
manage to drive around. The French are not so keen on speeding, so while
I did drive the Mulsanne straight, I didn’t quite get up to 200mph!
Another track that I’ve driven on was Monaco, which is also a public street
circuit. Monaco is a pretty interesting town, where everyone is significantly
more wealthy than me, and every which way you look is postcard-pretty.
The roads are bizarre to navigate as there’s lots of tunnels, but I did
manage to make it all way around the F1 track on about my third go –
without taking any wrong turns that sent me headed back towards France!
There’s a cool museum that houses Prince Albert’s collection of vehicles,
and it is royally impressive! As you may imagine, the Monaco monarch
likes his cars and his collection is pretty cool, with a bunch of F1 cars
including one of Sir Jack Brabham’s, as well as some French, Italian and
German classics, and some amazing American cars too. Some of the cars
that Grace Kelly used to get around in were out on display, including a ‘56
Chrysler Imperial and a ‘61 Caddy. But the coolest was a 1959 Fiat 600
that the princess and her family took on outings in the country side, and
which came with wicker seats!
So while most people think about Europe as a mecca for war museums,
amazing art galleries and spectacular churches, there’s a fair bit on offer
for the motoring enthusiast too!
Next issue, I’ll continue the journey, but over to the US where there’s
decidedly more Chrysler product on offer for museum viewing...
– Luke
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luke balzan travelog

where to go durIng covId-19
I remember when the COVID craziness began. I was on my second overseas work
trip for the year in March 2020, travelling around Europe just as things were building
momentum in Italy and through the rest of continental Europe. While things were
beginning to go mad, and I managed to escape from various closing borders, first to an
oddly calm UK (I’m sure they thought Brexit was going to save them from COVID too – a
few days after I left, things went rapidly south!), and then back home to Australia, the
day before our borders closed.
Since then, I’d gone from taking around 15 business trips a year to, well, none. Strange
times indeed!
But now, it seems there is some light at the end of the tunnel. Most of us have taken
the vaccine, and two years of border craziness may be coming to an end. Hopefully! So
with that in mind, I thought what better opportunity than now to talk about some of the
great motoring museums I’ve been lucky enough to visit in the past, to hopefully whet
appetites and give some travel inspiration now that we’ve been let out of jail…
First off, lets head to Europe, and where better to start than where motoring
first began.
The Mercedes Benz Museum in Stuttgart is a fantastic tribute to the
brand, where you can see a replica of the first ever car, made by Karl Benz
back in 1886 – as well as some of the most modern machines to come
from the famous Mercedes factory, plus everything in between. There’s
no shortage of classic era cars, including a bunch of beautiful gull-wings,
as well as plenty celebrating the brand’s racing history, including some of
Hamilton’s championship winning F1 cars.
While you’re in town, you can also check out the Porsche Museum too,
celebrating all that the brand has done. You can see how much the 911
has changed (or rather, hasn’t) over the years, with all the models lined up
for comparison!
Not too far away in Munich, the BMW Museum is equally as impressive,
and has the enviable fortune of housing a car once owned by Elvis while
he was stationed in Germany during his military days.
So while those museums are obvious for motoring fans, Germany boasts
plenty more for petrolheads, and some I’ve come across have been
pleasantly surprising!
On one trip, we were cruising up the autobahn, and I spotted a sign
to a museum with a picture of a car. Deciding to take a quick detour, I

discovered the Technik Museum Sinsheim – which is basically an
engineer’s wet dream. As the name suggests, it’s a technology-focused
museum, and contains all kinds of stuff, from military machines, industrial
and farming stuff, automatons, motorbikes, trains, planes, rockets, tanks,
and of course, load and loads of cars! Interestingly, you can climb aboard
many of the planes, which includes the Concorde and an old Lufthansa
commercial jet. The car displays are truly incredible, and include all sorts
of themes, from classic era Americana, muscle, European exotica, vintage,
weird and wonderful (like an amphibious car and a monster truck), and
plenty of racing too – including a bunch of old F1 cars.
There are a few Chryslers on display too, including an old Town and
Country wagon, a 1963 Dodge Dart, a 1967 Plymouth Sport Fury, and
a big Chrysler New Yorker. There’s some beautiful Ferraris, Lambos,
Astons, and even a Maybach or two. The museum was a total surprise
find, and was a truly amazing collection! It’s located about halfway between
Stuttgart and Frankfurt.
And even better, there’s a second museum called Speyer, by the same
people not too far away, with more of the same eclectic collection of stuff.
Speyer has a bit more of the automaton stuff, plus more planes (including
an Antonov), boats, a submarine and even a space exhibition with a
Russian shuttle. And of course, plenty more cars! Speyer is also about
halfway towards Frankfurt.

So there was only one Mopar in the latest 2021 Adelaide Rally, but you only need one to take out first place, hey...

“It’s what’s on the inside that counts”
CHrYsLer speCIaLIsts
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InterIors & soft-tops

• Full Restorations • Seat & Foam Repairs • Carpets
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Seat BeltS & ReStRaintS
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maltese cross
VICE PRESIDEnT's report
My whole life, I’ve never really worried about what
other people think. I’ve always been happy to do my
own thing, and dance to my own rhythms. In fact,
I tend to actively avoid trends and do the opposite.
I guess that’s why I’ve been predisposed towards
Mopar, always seeking something a little different.
You could say I’m a bit eccentric… one look at
my daily driver will confirm this! I love cruising in
my 1972 CH Chrysler by Chrysler – to the extent
that my commute has become the favourite part of
my day.
As it turns out, I’ve always driven old cars... my
first car was a ‘76 Galant, and I drove that until I
bought my dad’s ‘75 Galant – which had previously
been my family’s daily since dad bought that car
new. It continued as my daily, until my sense of
sentimentality towards the car was overpowered by
the fear of other careless drivers potentially spoiling
my fun and hitting into me on the daily commute.
To preserve my baby, I decided to retire the Galant
to “classic car duties” and only take her out on
the weekend. I drove a less old car for a bit, but
eventually, I needed to look for something “new”.
While looking at what was available and what I
could afford, I really couldn’t find anything that
would get me excited for the kind of dollars I had
to spend, and I realised that what I actually wanted
for my new car was something old. I’d always loved
commuting in a classic, but wanted something with
slightly less sentimental value.
Of course, this led me down the path of getting the
CxC, and she’s been my daily for two years now. It’s
not the most sensible car – it’s not fuel efficient, it’s
not easy to park (most parking garages require me to
make multiple three-point-turns to navigate!), it takes
a while to warm up in the morning, and it’s anything
but subtle – but gee it’s great fun!
It has all the cool useful features of modern motoring,
like power steer, power windows, power seat, aircon, but without any of the other burdens or so-called
safety features of a modern car. Interestingly, I think
it’s a lack of said safety features that help to make
me a better and safer driver, precisely because I
can’t rely on anything external.

That and the fact that I love my car – so I always
take extra care.
For my work, I have the good fortune to be able to
drive many, many different cars around the world.
So I have an opportunity to evaluate all the different
vehicles and their various features. Some things
are kind of cool, but there are lots of things that are
quite frustrating.
It’s become a ritual for me to disable many things
when getting into a new car. I’m no fan of the
engine start-stop, which aside from being really
annoying, I’m sure will not bode well longterm for the
mechanical and electrical components in the car. I’m
no fan of parking sensors either, as when trying to
squeeze into tiny European parallel parking spots
while holding up traffic, the last thing I need is the
car screaming at me because I’m 200mm away from
an object! The blindspot lights seem silly to me too,
since they’re always on when you’re in heavy traffic
and it seems dumb to me to rely on a sensor than
to actually check my blind spots. Especially when
travelling on the autobahn in Germany!
I had a strange experience the first time I drove a car
with steering controls for lane departure. Coming out
of an American airport late at night, I was convinced
something was wrong with my steering when it
suddenly became heavy and non-responsive as I
was apexing some bends, only to discover the car
was attempting to stay in lane-centre. That feature
got turned off too!
These days, there’s a whole myriad of safety
features that have become a key selling point for
new cars. It’s good to see such a focus on safety,
but I do wonder whether such features are creating a
sense of complacency for the most important safety
feature of a car: the nut behind the wheel.
Is this a reason why we aren’t seeing declining trends
in the road toll in spite of increasing automation
and vehicle safety features? Are people relying too
heavily on the car making a decision for you that
they forget how to safely handle situations? Are all
the engine start-stop features creating a slight lag in
people taking off from stationary – and, coupled with
economy-tuned gearboxes that discourage spirited

launch, create more congestion and more time idling
at traffic lights? Will we reach a point where people
forget how to do things from first principles?
While I work in technology, it’s the tech industry that
seems to be ever-driving towards an increasingly
complex backend to the point that you need an
engineering degree to perform simple tasks, all in
the name of an easier user experience.
The irony is to make a simpler system, we need to
create one that is more complex.
In cars, I fear we’re getting to the point where people
are forgetting the basics. Just the other day, a
colleague commented to me that he was amazed at
how I can park my Chrysler without parking sensors.
Surely having an awareness of your own car and
using mirrors is a prerequisite for driving?
Maybe I’m wrong, and I’m getting cynical in my old
age. But it is an interesting thought experiment.
And perhaps most interesting of all, despite having
a huge amount of exposure to a massive range of
modern vehicles, I choose to drive a 1972 Aussie
Chrysler each and every day. While I still can, I
will… she makes an incredible noise, and no matter
what kind of day I’ve had, I arrive home each night
with a smile on my face after a wonderful cruise
home in a classic.
– Luke

thankyou
At the recent 2021 AGM in August,
the club saw the retirement of
Life Member Greg Helbig from the
position of Treasurer – after ten
serviceable years. After a long stint
as our Historic Registrar, Greg had
fastidiously volunteered for this role
since 2011. And during his term he
reorganised our finance records
onto computer, streamlined our
moneyhandling and steered our
accounts back into the black. He
even oversaw the CCCSA do some
investing.
As a thankyou, club president
Andrew Ingleton presented him with
a small token of appreciation. Greg
reckons he’s now gonna sit back
at meetings for a while, do some
travelling, and finally get some work
done on his cars.
Thanks mate!
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from the presIdent

As we near the end of 2021, I can reflect on what
has been an interesting period learning to live
with the threat of Covid, but trying to pretend that
life is normal.
For the CCCSA, it has definitely meant that we
have had to do things differently. The first thing
is that the numbers of people attending our
meetings and cruises has dropped away. At our
monthly meetings at West Adelaide footy club,
we have had to delete our traditional finger food
and serve-yourself coffee. Previously, many
people came to the meetings to enjoy the chat
that follows and to enjoy a coffee and biscuit to
go with it. Some people chose to stay at home
as they disliked wearing masks. Others avoided
attending gatherings to minimise the risk of
catching the virus. The end result is less people
attending functions.
Organising the Adelaide Chrysler Festival in
March means creating a Covid safe plan. Our
ACF committee have learnt a lot of new skills
around Covid regulations. Initially the challenge
was completely daunting, but as time goes on –
and when you realise that there cannot be clear
guidelines as every event is different – you learn
to respond to government in a way that says “yes,
we have considered all our risks, and have done
our best to protect the health of our members”.
After a few shocked nerves and a huge
backlash, the bitumen in Victoria Park –
home to the former Adelaide Grand Prix, will
now NOT be removed following a meeting of
Adelaide’s city council in October. The council
will consider the venue for heritage listing.
Councillor Alexander Hyde said: “It was the
Formula 1 Grand Prix track that put Adelaide
on the global map, so to speak, and it is
definitely a culturally significant asset. We
should be preserving this asset. This sends the
message to the community that this track is
here to stay and it is an important part of our
culture and our history.”
Going from ‘a heat bank’ or whatever the
protagonists reckoned, to heritage listed! That
backfired on them.

Whilst ACF 2021 was only given the green light
at the last minute, it was a fantastic event – and
all credit must go to the ACF committee for pulling
it off. I personally thought the venue at the Gaza
footy club was terrific, so I was very pleased
when it was decided that the 2022 event would
be at the same venue. Vice president Luke is
heading up the ACF committee and he will do a
great job at insuring that it is another successful
event. As our premier annual show, I trust that as
many of you as possible put the effort into having
your car ready and on the road for this three-day
celebration of Chryslers. I am looking forward to
the return of some of our interstate friends and
I know a number of them have already booked
accommodation for March.

first two driving tests purely on technicalities,
maybe a 16-year old turning up in a Charger
wasn’t the impression and was sending the
wrong message to the inspectors !

Last year we had to cancel our Christmas
monthly meeting at the last minute due to a
three day lockdown, but hopefully by the time
you read this article we will have enjoyed our
Christmas barbecue overlooking Richmond
Oval. We will continue to strive to make our
events interesting so that we get as many
members attending as possible. Some people
are still reticent to attend indoor events but
hopefully our car cruises and summer barbecues
give them more opportunities to attend.

But who was I to question the genius of our
marketing department, particularly when he
already had some artwork to go with the name.
The term stuck – and the rest is history.

2021 has been the 50th anniversary celebration
of the Charger. I grew up with a Charger in our
family, so they are in my blood.
When dad worked at Chrysler, he bought mum
a VH 770 in Mercury Silver with a 265 and a
3 -speed manual floor shift. Quite a rare combo
overall and like most people, one of those
cars you think “I wish I never sold it”. I got my
learners permit in 1979 and I did my driving test
in that Charger. I had been behind the wheel
of cars, tractors and motorbikes from a young
age, so I had no hesitation in fronting the motor
registration office in the charger. I was full of
confidence doing reverse parks and all the tricky
things that the government driving inspectors
required of you back then. In hindsight, and
having been failed by these bureaucrats for the

About three years ago, one of our club members
said to me we should have a big event in 2021
to celebrate 50 years of Chargers. A plan was
hatched to create something similar to the ACF,
but to have it six months apart. This also meant
that we were six months after Chryslers on the
Murray. The October date was set, and our
resident marketing guru Dave Heinrich created
the term Chugtober.
I still have members asking me what does the
name ‘Chugtober’ mean?

Chugtober was particularly enjoyable and
satisfying for me even though there was a
lot of hours put into it by myself and our small
subcommittee. To Damian Tripodi, Paul
Williams, Richard Peak and John Leach,
thank you for all your effort. To all the members
who don’t own a charger, sorry you’ve had to live
through all my obsessive ramblings. The good
news for you is it could be another 25 years
before you have to live through another Charger
celebration again!
As the borders open and living with Covid
becomes the new norm, I hope that you all stay
well, remain Covid free and have a safe and
enjoyable Christmas with your families. The
sunny weather is a great opportunity to clean
your cars and get them back out on the road.
There’s no point owning them and having them
hiding in the shed. So I look forward to seeing
you on the road and behind the wheel over the
next few months.
Kind regards.
– Andrew
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Evan Lloyd reckons we should maybe hold All
Chrysler Day there!
Not that bad an idea actually...
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from the edItor
G’day folks.
Welcome to issue 42 of Torqueback.
Unusually, another pictorial Special, but this time to
celebrate this year’s one-off exclusive event; Chugtober
– a dedicated weekend celebrating the fiftieth anniversary
of the Valiant Charger.
Yeah, I know. We’re still rattling on about that bloody
chugga! But – there is no denying, it is an Australian
design classic.
As Mark Richardson, a lecturer in Industrial Design
at Monash University once said:
“Australian car makers have not only competed on the
global stage, they have done so with fewer resources,
time, money and technology. This situation has resulted
in iconic cars such as the 1934 Ford Coupe Utility, FJ
Holden and the Chrysler R/T E49 Charger.”
So yeah, this car has such a legendary backstory – quite
rightly it’s up there with all the greats. It definitely is an
important landmark in Australian automotive history. And
for many of the great unwashed it is probably the only
Valiant they know. Or at least they remember.
Our cover car first appeared back in 2016, in the
“Imagineering” issue Torqueback 27. This custom
Charger was a sensation when it was first unveiled
(complete, but not running) at the 2010 MotorEx – and
continues to generate discussion amongst the Mopar
community and Charger purists alike online today.
The question of adhering to the original vision of the car
versus your own take on it. Restore or enhance? (Why
can’t you do both?)
Debate about the merits of how radical this custom is,
especially based on such a design classic now so valued
as an asset (or as an ‘investment commodity’, which I
hate) even if it’s not original, has never waned. And now
this car was recently advertised up for sale.
A car like this just makes you wonder.
Now Chrysler owners are all too aware how increasingly
difficult it is becoming to find a good car. Parts are getting
rarer and as time rolls on, the luck of finding any Valiant in
reasonable nick – hidden away somewhere in a shed or
a barn, continues to thin. Comparatively, the chances of
finding a Charger (in any condition) are even more remote.
So as car enthusiasts, the pursuits of originality and
authenticity may soon completely elude us altogether.
We talked about this before in the “Rodding” issue of
Torqueback 33 back in 2018. How hotrodders in the
1950s started out souping up thirty-year old t-buckets
because initially they were cheap and plentiful. And about
all they had access to. Of course, it wasn’t too long before
customising then arose, out of necessity (you could
no longer find Model T parts as easily, so you had to
fabricate your own) before transforming into an individual
creativity (OK, I’ll make that part my own way, then) to
become an art form.

From the humble ratrod the radical lead-sled evolved.
And from the dragstrip or shed we eventually arrived at
the circuit or concourse, mixing it with dream cars and
prototypes at the autosalon.
So much of the history of automotive production is like a
full circle.
It’s a continuum – from the cottage industry of the first cars
with all their bespoke parts (you’d get a motor from here,
and a chassis from there) and personalised servicing
(say a Dodge body fitted by TJ Richards), to the mass
homogenising assembly lines of Henry Ford, before
going back to the approach of a Rolls-Royce centre of
excellence or a Ghia design house – or like even an HSV.
And if you shift that whole zeitgeist to today, in 2021, the
cars of fifty and sixty years ago we are so desperate to
save in vein are now our Valiants.
But, just like those rodders in the 1950s, for people like
us, a car is still an expression of our personality. A part
of our identity.
Even the most precious memory key...
I’ve said this before – but if a car is somehow saved
over time it gathers even more context and worth. As it
captures a history. And as soon as we choose our Mopar
we make some kind of statement. As soon as we choose
a colour or hang those fuzzy dice, or put those alloys on
– we’ve stamped our personality upon it. We are in fact
customising that car in some way – large or small. We are
still making our own hot rods.
As the days of the combustion engine are numbered,
you might question what is even our future? What will
become of classic Chryslers? What’s in store for us
enthusiasts? What is the fate of car clubs? Will there
even be roads... and will there even be petrol? Will we be
resigned to just driving our cars on a dedicated racetrack
under special conditions?
Well, driverless electric cars are on their way, man.
We can’t escape that.
And sure, the world is changing, It’s becoming a much
more disposable society, a world village online (yet we’ve
never been so segregated and divided in many other
ways) dominated by social media and reality TV. Where
things are expected and delivered immediately.
So the materialism is now different, hey. The latest
current cars of today are like mobile phones and TVs
now – expendable things you use up and dispose of. You
replace them, you don’t preserve them like we do.
In issue 35, back in March 2019, Luke Balzan observed
my pessimism about the future of motoring a few
magazines ago. But lately I think I’ve changed my mind.
Maybe it’s not all doom and gloom...

Because when I see a Charger done like this, personally
I don’t mind it. And my fears for our holy crusade are
diminished somewhat – a car like this actually heartens
me. Gives me hope.
Sure, I could never EVER build that. And increasingly, this
scene will probably get even harder to access, but I think
there could still be some kind of a future for classic cars
– even if I can only be a spectator.
Although I predict it will become only possible in custom.
And with more radical customising, much more like this.
It’ll have to be.
With retrofitting. And restyling.
However we can; maintaining, preserving, and even
augmenting those old lines – but keeping these things
going with different newer stuff underneath. Sounds
exactly like that lead-sled, hey.
In 2018, we ran a story in Torqueback about a ‘49
Mercury powered by Tesla batteries. It wowed folks at
SEMA and won a Ridler award at the Detroit Autorama
that year. This thing had twin AMR electric motors which
make around 500ft/lb of torque.
Don’t fear. We can still be revheads. And still love our
muscle cars.
And after Bathurst recently, I’m excited about the Gen 3
SuperCars coming in 2023. I reckon the new Mustang
and Camaro look heaps tough – and they’re gonna fly!
I’m really looking forward to seeing some real muscle
cars battle it out again. They are oldskool looking enough
muscle cars – but with the latest state of the art hi-tech
beneath quite familiar lines. I love that.
Mate, it’s a bloody pity that Chrysler aren’t around in
Oz anymore. Imagine if they could’ve put a Hellcat
Challenger into this game, hey? Oh well, they’d already
pulled out of RHD I guess – and rumour has it Dodge
is cancelling the V8 Hemi anyway. The disbanding of
the SRT team does look like the beginning of the end of
high-performance for our brand... shame about that.
Cheers,
Dave H
I was scanning some old
family keepsakes the other day
when I found this.
I think this is my first ever
drawing of a Chrysler – yes, a
Charger.

Visit meguiars.com.au
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Judging by the computer paper
(Dad used to bring home from
his work at WRE and then BAe)
and I was a Glenelg supporter
that year, I reckon it’s from
about 1976.
So I would’ve been about nine
years old, maybe?
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The passion, the pride of ownership, the sheer emotional attachment no one understands it better than Shannons.
When it comes to insurance for your special car,
daily drive, bike or your home, there’s only one
person you should talk to – a fellow enthusiast at
Shannons. You can even pay your premium
monthly at no additional cost.
So call Shannons for a

quote on 13 46 46.

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS
CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE | SHANNONS.COM.AU
Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer.
Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance. Contact us for a copy.

Chugtober

