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At home with the Bonnier’s.
Jo Bonnier drove this BRM V12 powered
McLaren M5A to sixth place in
the 1968 Italian Grand Prix.
And then he stuck it on his wall!
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Chrysler, Jeep®, Dodge and Mopar are registered trademarks of FCA LLC and are used with permission by the Chrysler Car Club of South Australia.
Torqueback is not a commercial publication and is only published in good faith as a newsletter for a not-for-profit organisation.
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endorsement by the Chrysler Car Club of South Australia or its editorial team. The CCCSA accepts no liability for any misfortune or dissatisfaction
resulting from any sponsor’s disservice, or any misleading information, errors or omissions herein.
The opinions expressed in Torqueback are not necessarily the views of the CCCSA, only of the individual volunteer contributors.
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bear metal

from the edItor
G’day folks. Welcome to issue 43 of Torqueback.
The annual pictorial Special celebrating the 2022
Adelaide Chrysler Festival. This one is for Bob.

Karapetis, Lucky and Stella Kokorinos, Manny
and Paula Kollios, and a Coopers Stout far too
early in the morning with Theo Theodosi.

A special number. And what’s so special about ‘43’
you ask? It’s about as Mopar as you can get, man.

I couldn’t quite catch the elusive Ugur Ahmet, or
my childhood mates Chris White or Joe Steiner
for another D&M – maybe next year? But I did
track down Grant and Sue-Anne Bain to discuss
our preferences in US musclecars. I also really
enjoyed just sitting and yakking next to the bar
towards the end of a warm afternoon with amongst
others Germukh Dhami, Andy Rad, Cathy Groot,
Iain Carlin, John Koz and Duncan Kaye.

Well, Richard ‘The King’ Petty of course drove
a number of different Chrysler Nascars to many
victories wearing that very number. So I figured it
was a good segue to celebrate the longevity of our
little magazine here (plus I kinda missed our 40th
anniversary and it’ll be a while before we reach
‘265’, ‘318’ or ‘440’). Hey... it’s a vibe.
Any excuse to try and shine a positive light on
something somewhere. Not that we need to try all
that hard with the overwhelming success of this
year’s ACF, our thirty-first annual show n’ shine
(can you believe that?).
Anyway, we bloody needed it.
What a time we are living in. It’s hard not to get
depressed. And I’m so over doomscrolling.
What’s that meme quote? You’re just a ghost
driving a meat-coated skeleton made from
stardust, riding a rock floating through space – so
what do you really have to be scared of? I reckon
Carl Sagan was right.
Don’t spend too much time in your head...
So I’m not going to mention bushfires, floods,
pandemics, elections or the war in Ukraine. I’m
still devvo about Shane Warne and I already miss
Andrew Symonds – and it’s not even cricket
season! And even though it is footy season, AFL is
shit at the moment.
Thank Odin then for local footy (my beloved South
Gawler Lions were finally premiers in the Barossa
once again in 2021, you bewdy!).
And lucky we have our Valiants.
And car shows.
There was one car show recently. At this place on
North East Road where I have some of these other
connections in life. My cousins Wayne and Jayson
Hart grew up playing footy there with the famous
Jarman brothers. And a former coach of mine,
Mullet McGrath also coached there for a spell. The
Gaza Eagles are a pretty famous and successful
football club by the way.
Turns out it’s a great place to hold a car show too!
People-wise, my highlights of the show this year
include seeing Dave Hocking back up and about
again at last; finally meeting mad Queenslanders
Geoff James and Julie-Anne Aisthorpe; and
enjoying the best carrot cake in the world at ‘the
Parthenon’ marquee – with Peter and Maxine
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And the rides?
Mate, I only ever really look at hippos!
But – I’d probably have to nominate two cars as
my “best of show” – not that such subjectivity
ever means anything. The purple Dodge Charger
from Victoria and the black Plymouth Roadrunner
440+6 jumped out at me. I really like the later US B
bodies. As I think they are the closest in shape to
our VH, CH and VJ hardtop. You can see the family
resemblance. Adam Lochead and I agree.
Speaking of yankee muscle, those icons of
south Oz, the mighty Bergamin Brothers
are the boss. I could’ve mentioned any one of
their scary cars, but their white Dodge Charger
pro-stocker was the monster I gravitated to this year.
My “best survivor” was another B body Charger in
off-white and brown. That probably doesn’t sound
all that glamorous but I thought that car was cool.
Something different.
There were actually a few examples of ‘different’.
I’d never seen a Coronet convertible live before.
I don’t really look at earlier Cudas either, but an
immaculate silver one stopped me in my tracks.
It’s red interior was classic. And how about that
incredible grey ‘39 Plymouth sled?
My “most interesting” car would have to have
been Darren Meldrum’s ‘39 Plymouth coupe,
built in Adelaide by TJR. It was once sacrificed
in a demolition derby back in 1968 before being
rescued from a wreckers out at Wingfield for
$50 in 1971. Darren then scored it for $400 from
a paddock in the riverland in 1993, before he
completely had reincarnated it by 1998. This
thing runs an original 1957 Chrysler Firepower
392 Hemi!
Honourable mentions to a tough-as CxC four-door,
Steve de Wit’s chugga (featured later in this
magazine) which is a TRIUMPH of accomplishment
– what an incredible resto, and a black S series with
whitewalls and spoke mags. One for the theme.
And as always, Rick Trembath’s immaculate and
authentic Superbird is remarkable – and has such
a cool backstory as a drug cartel mule!

I’d also like to welcome home fellow former Gawler
boy Zoran Kanti-Paul and his new wife Hanna
back from Finland. Z is teaming up with Rob ‘Fuzzy’
Fazzino (a good bloke too) – out of Fuzzy Media
in Melbourne (behind shows like Rides Down
Under and Workshop Wars). On behalf of celebrity
custom-builder Richard Rawlings, Zoran will be
heading up Gas Monkey Garage’s expansion
downunder – and will be searching for projects,
finished cars, owners (characters) and shops to
feature in their new TV shows. Get around it!
So try not to look at social media too much – except
for our club page on Facebook maybe! And don’t
always believe everything you see, read and hear –
there’s a lot of fake news and alternative truth out
there. A lot of agenda’d editorial opinion is often
misleadingly assumed to be fact – especially in
mainstream media. Brave New World predicted
this chaos. Log off and take a break from the
information madness of the world wild west...
Get back out there into the real world, hey.
When I took the Bearmobile to the doctor down at
Andy Miller’s garage last weekend, I also caught up
with Scott Lawrence there as he was finishing up
a Gen III implant into his CxC (and mate, it’s gonna
be SICK). Blimey, G-Tek is like Aladdin’s cave –
treasures everywhere! So much cool stuff to see you
don’t know where to look first, and it’s so inspiring
and exciting to hang out with creative fellas like
these blokes.
And I remember thinking to myself how lucky I am –
to meet, get to know and become good mates with
so many different people, from all over Australia,
and even the world. How we’re all brought together
by one thing in common...
Our love of cars – and our passion for Mopar.
So – in these trying times, keep the faith.
Cheers,
Dave H
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fully chargered

from the presIdent

enthusiasm by the subcommittee members. So,
to all of the people on the subcommittee, I say
thankyou on behalf of all CCCSA members.

As I look out the window to see the grey skies of
winter setting in, the sunshine that was so plentiful
for our 2022 ACF seems like an eternity ago.
The Adelaide Chrysler Festival is our biggest
event of the year and has its origins dating back
to the 1980s. There are a lot of members in the
club who can speak with greater authority about
those early years, but as an event that has been
running for nearly forty years, we should all be
proud to be part of the institution now known as
the Chrysler Club of South Australia. Chryslers
on the Murray is by far the largest Chrysler event
in Australia, but as one of the smaller states, SA
punches well above our weight given the consistent
size and success of the ACF. This is no doubt partly
attributed to Adelaide being the home of Chrysler –
but is also reflected by the participation of you, the
members, in attending this great event.
This year’s All Chrysler Day at Gaza was one of
the most successful held, and some people have
rated it as being the second best ACD behind the
famous Tonsley event.
I was proud to be associated with such a great
event even though the bulk of the credit should
go to the Vice President and his subcommittee
who started meeting nine months in advance. The
success of this event doesn’t happen by accident.
It is a combination of careful planning and great

Some of the strongest feedback came from
interstate members who travel every year for
this, and other Chrysler events. They said that
the strength of the Adelaide Chrysler Festival is
the quality of events over all three days. We are
obviously blessed with quality guest speakers,
many of whom are former employees. We have
different styles of events with many attending
the Saturday MegaCruise in their high powered
monsters that would prefer not to have them
parked on the Klemzig oval all day Sunday. And
on top of all that, I believe that we have the largest
number of original and preserved cars.
Personally, I would like to see the ACF weekend
get bigger and stronger. But I don’t want that to
come at the expense of our volunteers having
to spend more and more their time just for the
benefit of the visitors. One of the easiest ways to
achieve this is by encouraging greater numbers to
the current events, and there is a massive market
of Chrysler owners outside of South Australia.
It would be fantastic to think that more interstate
people would make the trek to Adelaide in the
same way that so many Adelaide-ians make the
trek to Chryslers on the Murray. I have made it one
of my personal goals to find ways of marketing our
event to interstate owners and get more of them
from over the border.
The Friday night welcome-dinner for the ACF
is traditionally a function where we have guest
speakers talking about the production of Chryslers,
or their time working at Chrysler. Something we
must be mindful about is that many of the people
that worked there are no longer with us, or are
becoming very, very fragile. As a club whose
ethos is to maintain and promote the history of
the Chrysler brand, it is in our interest to record as
much of this history as possible for prosperity.
We have been very lucky as a club to recently
receive a lot of documentation from John Grant.
He was employed in the experimental department

of Chrysler at a time when the Charger racing
programme was undertaken – and has provided
us with memos, telexes and many other interesting
letters that we will both preserve and share with
you. Some of that detail relates to the timing of the
mythical 340 V8 race program which was much
later than others have lead us to believe. We are
currently in the process of arranging an interview
with John to capture as many stories and as much
data as possible; to share with you our members
both now and in the future.
Sadly we have just learned of the passing of Bob
Hubbach – the architect of the Valiant Charger.
And there may be a few others in the next year or
two. If you know of any former employees who are
willing to share their stories, please reach out to
one of the committee members so that information
is saved permanently for all to enjoy.
One of the more enjoyable parts of being club
President is meeting new people all the time. At
the ACF, I met lots of Interstate visitors in addition
to many local members attending the events for the
first time in a while. I always find it a little surprising
how many of our club members very rarely make an
outing in their historic cars. No doubt there are those
whose cars are in pieces, but there seems that there
are many who are happy just having them locked
away. And it makes me curious; are they frightened
to drive them on the open road, or are they just
preserving them for their children or grandchildren?
I am very much of the ‘driven, not hidden’ category.
For those of you who are propagating barn dust on
your Chryslers due to lost enthusiasm, think about
passing them on to somebody else, or simply let
them see the light of day every now and again –
while you still can. If you are thinking of selling your
Chrysler, you might be very pleasantly surprised at
how much they are now worth after big escalations
over the last twelve months.
Anyway, for now – and if the sun is shining – get
those mighty Chryslers out onto the road and be
proud that you own one.

– Andrew

Visit meguiars.com.au
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dialog
from the secretary

Hi all!
(“Good after-noon Mis-sus Hast-well...”)
Time again for my Dialog...
Hope all the mums out there had an enjoyable
Mother’s Day – I know I did!

Us big kids enjoyed our xmas sleepover at The
Bend where we were once again able to do
some laps in our Chryslers around the track.
Then after the drive we cleaned up and went
upstairs for our evening meal – and marking our
run sheets.

Before that we had our xmas breakup at the
West Adelaide Football Club with a barbie and
a few drinks – and it was a good night.

We haven’t had many cruises this year due to
COVID restrictions but those that have happened
have been really great. Australia Day, we met in
McLaren Vale for a cruise through the hills and
lunched at Willunga. A good day was had by
all. And at the beginning of March a few of us
headed over to Moonta Bay for their Show and
Shine Day which was well attended by many
different makes and models of all vehicles, again
in perfect weather. In April we did a cruise to
the Uraidla Hotel for lunch. On the way through
the hills a kangaroo decided to jump out in front
of Jason and Karen, unfortunately hitting their
Challenger! Luckily no one was hurt but there
was some damage to their car. Bugger!

We also had the kids xmas barbie on the South
Coast down at Maslins Beach. Again, another
perfect afternoon! Also a big thankyou to
Father Xmas who turned up to give all the kids
their xmas pressies and a stocking filled with
chocolates – sorry, mums and dads.

In May we had probably our last ACF Volunteers
and Sponsors Dinner at the Tonsley Hotel, which
most of you have heard by now is going to be
demolished to make way for the new South Road
tunnel upgrade going through there. However,
the Tonsley Hotel is relocating to a proposed

Well, we are almost back to normal again. Nearly
– with a few COVID restrictions still in place –
which I guess will probably still have to be the
case for a while going forward. That’s life.
But, what a great three-day weekend the
Adelaide Chrysler Festival again was! Even the
weather was good to us, with over 400 Chryslers
parked on the Gaza Oval. What a fantastic sight
and a very busy day for all concerned.

new shopping centre precinct planned near Daws
Road at Panorama. Apparently they are taking
along with them all the Chrysler memorabilia on
display in the Chrysler Bar – which is great news.
Anyway, thats about all for now. Stay tuned to
the club website for information and updates
on the CCCSA. I should also thank Damian for
organising all these great club outings.
Take care and drive safe in your Mopars...
– Di

Above left:
Then – electric cars charging back in 1917. This technology was lost (as a flourishing
petrol industry coerecd the world into swapping their horses for the combustion
engine) only to be re-invented again a hundred years later. The irony...
Above right:
Today – and sadly, now the past. The last active drive-in in South Oz in this new
millennium, Wallis Cinemas’ famous Mainline Drive-in at Main North Road, Gepps
Cross finally ceased operation on Thursday February 24. Local radio station SAFM
organised it’s swansong, the Last Night at the Drive-In event. The night, which
included a screening of the new blockbuster Uncharted, was hosted by SAFM’s Bec,
Cosi & Lehmo Show. As part of the pre-movie entertainment, the Adelaide Symphony
Orchestra performed the classic waltz The Blue Danube, with movie goers getting
in on the act. Afterwards there was a ‘car horn symphony’ – the brainchild of Andrew
‘Cosi’ Costello – who played conductor to 720 carloads of drive-in nostalgia lovers all
co-ordinated by coloured windshield stickers. The final honking by the dashboard
lights officially farewelling Adelaide’s only remaining drive-in forever. Operating since
1955, the drive-in is closing because of hardship caused by Covid-19. The night was
an overwhelming success, a sellout. Mixed emotions all around.
Left:
And the Future – Pedal Prix cars in the pits at The Bend earlier this year. Maybe
not quite a match for the performance of a real Hellcat – but a cheeky sense of
humour nevertheless.
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balzan all

luke balzan travelog

where to go durIng covId-19
So, it would seem that travel is back on the cards after Australia’s border opened
finally at the beginning of this year.
I’m currently sitting in a hotel in excruciatingly expensive Oslo, Norway – but am
nonetheless happy at the quality of the heavy metal music that’s easy to come by in
the bars around here (that are too expensive to drink in… yay socialism!).
In the last issue of Torqueback, I talked about a bunch of pre-border-opening travel
things we had to look forward to, based on my travel experiences of old. After
discussing some great car related activities in Europe, I promised to talk about
some similar experiences I’d had in America.
While this article is certainly going to deal with the topic of North America, it is
going to diverge a little while I indulge myself in a story about the trip I’m currently
on, and where I may have made a cameo with a couple of super cool hippie dudes
in Canada…
But first, some context. So as I said I am currently in Norway, and I am
in fact heading onwards through all of Finland, Sweden, Germany, Italy,
France, Luxembourg (that’s a teeny-tiny country squished between
France, Germany, Belgium and Netherlands), Belgium and the UK over
the coming weeks. However, while I’m over this side of the Atlantic, my trip
did begin on the other side of the Atlantic (and the other side of the Pacific
to where you’re likely reading this)...

streaming and free to air. One that I found on Netflix few years ago was
about a hippie dude who decided to open his own restoration shop, and
tells the tale of the work they do and (mostly) the dramas they encompass
doing them! The show is fairly refreshing in a world of reality TV, as it
seems to highlight the struggles that I experience working on classic cars
(the joys of discovering what lies beneath a bonnet, or below a head, under
seats or under carpet…).

As many of you know, I work for an international company based out of
little-ol’-Adelaide, and we sell all over the world in the mining industry.
Thanks to our zealous government, I haven’t been able to service many
of my customers during the COVID era, and simultaneously had an
ever-increasing backlog of conferences to attend and present at. So I
haven’t been home too much this year, save for a period in March and
April that encompassed my wife’s birthday, my birthday, and of course, the
Adelaide Chrysler Festival!

History Channel show Rust Valley Restorers is the story of Mike Hall,
a dreadlocked dude who has a penchant for classic muscle, and has
amassed an enormous collection of (mostly) wrecks with the intention of
saving these classics. He’s joined by his son Connor (the straight-man of
the operation), and his mate Avery Shoaf, a similarly aloof mechanic that
is somehow both Mike’s polar opposite and yet his partner in crime. The
show’s in its fourth season now (hopefully to be released sometime soon),
and has seen some ups and some downs, but is a lot of fun. I’ve definitely
become a fan over the three seasons that have been aired so far.

So, to make a short story long, while I’m in Europe now, this journey, and
this story, began in North America…
Like many car enthusiasts, I’m always looking for content on my favourite
subject, and “cars” and “motoring” are common search keywords I enter
into YouTube and Netflix. I’ve come across some good shows too, both in
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I do business in rural British Colombia in Canada, and often base myself
out of a small-ish town in the rockies called Kamloops, about an hours’
flight from Vancouver. After watching my friends Mike and Avery and their
antics, and knowing they were Canadian, I decided one day to look up
where they were based. And I was surprised and pleased to find out that
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they’re actually not too far from Kamloops! Alas, COVID happened, and
any plans I had on returning to Canada were put on hiatus... until this year!
So, with a trip to BC planned, I figured I’d at least try to head out to where
the Rust Bros (as their auto shop is actually called) are based and get a
photo with their famous sign. Luckily, I was able to finish work with enough
time to make it there during the day, and decided to check it out.

The little town is on the main Trans-Canada Highway, and you know you’ve
made it when you come across a little museum called the White Post
Auto Museum – a place that’s featured in the show, mainly as the site for
a local swap meet. Turns out I missed the swap meet by a few days, but
nonetheless was able to look around at some cool cars on display, and a
massive amount of memorabilia and various antiquey things. There’s a
good collection of wrecks out the front, looking for that special someone
to do some resto work, and many of the cars on display are also for sale.

For us Mopar fans, there was a sweet DeSoto and a killer Dodge pick-up
hot rod in the museum, and of particular interest was a Mercury ute…
yep, an actual ute! It was a Canadian-built, left-hand to right-hand-drive
converted car that spent time in Oz before being shipped back to Canada
at some point, where it remained as a RHD. The museum staff were
impressed that I knew exactly what a ute was when they described the
car to me!
As a result, we got to chatting about cars and things, and they said that
Mike and Avery usually don’t mind people heading up a nearby road to
take photos outside their shop. I figured I’d come all this way already, so
why not get a few quick snaps in.
I drove up, and got the ubiquitous photo with the sign, and then noticed that
Avery was lurking around in a shed further up the drive. I called out to him
and asked if I could come up to say hi, and he waved me in. As I walked
up, I realised they were filming – and Mike Hall and a bunch of others were
busy pushing (or trying at least) Mike’s Chevelle into his main shop.
With cameras rolling, Mike yelled out, “Hey Avery, get over here and give
me a hand… and you too, get over here”, indicating me, who had just
appeared on the scene!
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Of course, I did what any car-loving fan would do: I went over and helped
them get the SS up onto the hoist! The banter between Mike and Avery
continued, and I was ushered into the workshop and got to chatting to a
few of the guys and gals in the shop.

Soon, the cameras stopped for a time, and Mike came over to say hi and
asked what I was doing. He was pretty impressed that an Aussie had come
to visit, and I got a grand tour of the workshop – including a sneak peak
into some of the cars that will later appear on the show (I’ve been sworn
to secrecy on these, but I can tell you there’s something special coming
up for Mopar fans!). From there, I was pretty much accepted as a member
of the crew, and hung out with the guys all afternoon! I had a tour through
Mike’s lot, and I must say, while he drives a Chevy, he has a lot (and a lot
of respect for) Mopar product. I also saw a bunch of cool cars that may end
up on the show, including some Roadrunners, Challengers, a Satellite
and more. I got to chatting with Avery too, and while he comes across as
a little aloof on the show, he’s a pretty switched on guy – as he had some
good knowledge of the work that I do (as he’d previously worked in mining
and resources), so he asked me to defend his honour whenever people
call him a fool!
Mike’s a real genuine guy too. While I was there, he also spent time with a
local group of wayward kids (read: young druggies), talking about the work
he does, and how it’s important to focus on things like work, to get ahead
in life. Really nice how much time he spent with the youngsters.
Best of all, after spending a bunch of time with these guys, it was
abundantly clear that what you see on the show is very much a sincere
representation of reality. Mike and Avery we’re at each other the whole
time, and the banter was classic! Mike’s dog is really friendly too! I guess
it’s the sincerity that I’d picked up on in the show that is reflected in real life,
and I’m so relieved to see that it’s not made up.
I think I love the show even more now!
So all in all, it was a lucky chance that I got in to see the guys, as from what
I can tell, that doesn’t normally happen… still, it’s why you always “follow
the music” when you travel, as you never know what you’ll find!
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And to very briefly summarise the rest of my USA trip, I headed from
Canada to a conference in Pittsburgh where I learned how many interesting
technological things came from Steel City. I then did a quick pit-stop at
Niagara Falls, had meetings in upstate New York, spent a nice weekend in
the East and West Villages in New York City, got my essential photo of the
Chrysler building, and then headed to the South. I arrived late into Atlanta,
where Avis car hire told me they didn’t have the rental that I was meant to
get, so was there anything else I wanted? I explained I drive a Mopar V8
in Australia, and in the blink of an eye, I was behind the wheel of a red V8
Dodge Challenger R/T!
That’s how you tour America!
I made the pilgrimage to the famous Summit Racing in Atlanta, scored
a few cool Mopar t-shirts, before finishing in North Carolina where
I caught up with a mate who has a Dodge Challenger Scat Pack Widebody.
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And then he let me take it for a spin... and after driving the R/T, which is
indeed a cool car, you quickly discover how a few hundred extra horsepower
make a difference! What a sensational car!
This mate also is doing up a ‘70s Duster, that he’s planning to turn into a
340-powered drag-strip monster – so I’m looking forward to seeing (and
hopefully driving!) that!
From there, I dashed over to Europe, which about brings me up to date. It’s
been a whirl-wind and long trip, and it’s tricky playing catch-up after such a
long time of closed borders, but fingers crossed I’ll be able to squeeze in
some more car-related things (including maybe a visit to Spa in Belgium)
while I’m here...
And next magazine, I promise I’ll talk some more about the sensational car
museums that can be found scattered across Southern US!
– Luke
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event-ually
overvIew

adelaIde CHRYSLER FESTIVAl - 2o22
Well, that’s a wrap on ACF for 2022 – and what a fantastic festival it was!
Amid a backdrop of COVID uncertainty, the committee did a stellar job of bringing everything together, and in my opinion, it
was one of the most enjoyable Adelaide Chrysler Festivals I’ve had!
So it goes without saying that there is a huge
debt of thanks to give to the ACF committee for
this year, including Chris and Di, Paul Williams
and his ever-amazing work as both Sponsorship
Coordinator and council/government liaison,
Andrew, who did manage to make it to a meeting
or two, John Leach, newbie Dave Osborne, our
event maestro and The Bend aficionado Damian
Tripodi, Rick Saxon, and the youth contingent,
Billy Karapetis.
A special mention goes out to former ACF
committee chair Jason Rowley, who gave
immeasurable support to me inmy first year
helming the main event.
Special shouts out too to Dave Heinrich, master
of the artwork that has adorned so many events in
the past – and impressed no less this time; and Iain
Carlin, who made sure the IT ran without a hitch as
usual – and made sure everyone was across using
the new Square form of payment at the event!
And of course, a huge thankyou to all our
volunteers, without whom the event would have
been a mediocre attempt at best!
Well done all!

Our sponsors also deserve a big round of applause
too, as they allow us to host such an event, confident
that we will be able to do what we need to do. The
Port Adelaide Enfield Council came to the party in
a big way, and we are eternally grateful, along with
Shannons, plus all our other sponsors including:
All Gassed-Up Diecast & Collectables, AMS
Security, APR Removals, Barossa Sound &
Vision, Bridgestone, Elko Performance Parts,
Glow HCE, Gtek Automotive Repairs, Hyka
Technology, JJEM Finance Solutions, Lonsdale
Paint & Panel, Metro Waste, Motor Active, Pat
McGrath Plumbing, Price Alexander Motors,
Rubber Seals Australia and ULX 110 Pty Ltd.
At the event, we were very pleased to welcome
PAE Council Deputy Mayor Hannah Evans, who
came for a bit of a tour around the event on Sunday
and was pretty impressed with the Mopar quality on
show! Mayor Claire Bowan was unable to attend on
the day, but did send her regards too.
Of course, we couldn’t forget the great contribution
made by the Gaza Footy Club who ran the bar,
hosted both the Friday and Sunday events, ran
barbecues, and generally helped the whole event
run smoothly, and enjoyed a different crowd to their
normal Saturday footy crowd.

It was a great new experience chairing the
sub-committee for the ACF this year, and one that
I look forward to doing again. With our old friend
COVID-19 lurking around in the background, there
were a few uncertainties we uncovered as we
progressed through planning stages. There was
the on-again/off-again requirement for a COVID
management plan from SA Health, where we
received multiple forms of advice, sometimes
conflicting, and then having to relay such info to the
next level of government in the council, which was
an interesting experience.
Thankfully in the end, we were able to run the show
with minimal requirements, and while it took quite
a while for the council to give us the official go
ahead (I’m talking 11th hour stuff here!), it all came
together well, as planned and expected!
The weekend kicked off with our jaunt around the
track at The Bend, thanks to the great efforts of
Damian We managed to sort through a few dramas
of a changed booking and liability waiver process,
and kicked off the day from Westies in fine fashion
with a sizeable contingent making their way up
the hill. A quick stop at the old Eagle On The Hill
(evidently, not quite long enough for a wee break!),
Continued page 15

ACF Overview

976 South Rd
Edwardstown
08 8297 6055
www.bridgestoneselect.com.au

10

47

family album

the bob hubbach memorIal CruIse

SunDAy 19/o6/22
The CCCSA held a memorial run to celebrate the life of Bob Hubbach, the artist and designer of the aussie Charger in addition to
many other legendary Chrysler vehicles. The cruise left Big W at Goodwood Road, Cumberland Park around 11am on the Sunday
morning, before finishing up at the grounds of the National Motor Museum at Birdwood about lunchtime.
It was a very good turnout of Chargers and other Valiants, considering the inclement weather. And the club was particularly
pleasingly surprised to see felllow CAL veterans Bill Chinnick and John Grant get along to the salute to Bob.

ACR Overview

JJEM Finance Solutions
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overhead underbelly
cold case CM

nIck houwelIng
Shades of Matlock or Division Four! A coupla monthly meetings ago, Damian Tripodi announced how he had received a phonecall
from Channel Nine TV, looking for a late-model Valiant sedan to feature in an upcoming episode of Under Investigation with Liz
Hayes called “The Cop Who Knew Too Much”. So the call went out to find a CM model Val in cream, light blue or a similar tone
colour, to look like a police-spec vintage...
Channel Nine were presenting a ‘cold case’
about a veteran detective who was originally
thought to have committed suicide, but since the
event it’s now suspected he was murdered.
They intended to film a re-enactment of his
last known whereabouts – so they needed a ‘D
car’ (which were cream in colour) Valiant that
detectives drove from the early 1980s.
But the TV crew could always light the scene if
the colour was not accurate.

So the editor got onto club veteran and legend
Roy Houweling, whose son Nick had recently
got his beige CM back on the road. Roy was a bit
concerned that she may not be in “good enough
condition” (looked alright to me, mate – Ed) but
after a quick tidy-up (and throwing back on some
original wheels more contemporary for the time)
Nick got his baby on television!
Starring local aussie actors Paul Reichstein,
Eddie Morrison and Scott King, the shoot took
place mid-June (mostly night scenes) around the

airport, the old Adelaide Gaol, the courthouse
at Victoria Square, Parliament House, and
on location in Franklin Street, Clarendon and
Myponga. The show is expected to be aired later
this year. And Roy promises to keep us posted
so we’ll look out for it!
We haven’t had something like this since a
serial killer went stalking in Andy Rad’s dark
green hardtop in an indy horror movie, or the
President’s Charger was driven around by Ian
Chappell in Julia Zemiro’s Home Delivery...

ACF Overview - Friday

Sewer and stormwater
drainage specialist
New homes and additions
Bathroom renovations
Hot and cold water systems
Gas fitting
Mini excavator and backhoe hire
General maintenance
Servicing all areas
For All Your Domestic and
Commercial Plumbing Needs

0409 404 940
12

For All Your Domestic and
Commercial Plumbing Needs
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Hardtops and wagons? Then imagine a van or a ute?!
This Valiant 265 van (top and left) was photographed at the recent 60 Years of the 1962 Valiants in Australia show at Whiteman Park, over in Perth in Western
Australia. It’s actually a 1977 car with a ‘72 VH front end and Charger stripes. And this E49 ute (bottom right) also recently appeared at the Motor Museum of WA, on
loan from Maureen Harris – a bespoke 1971 VH Charger ute! Of course these are custom builds. That’s why you’ve never seen one. But the imagination boggles...
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front sheet metal bolts straight on, the tail-lights are a pretty major modification.
“I’d picked up a Regal 770 VH that I pinched the front clip off,” Scott says.
“It came with the driving lights, centre console shifter and trumpet horns as
standard gear – it was a good donor car. The hardest part was those rear taillight housings. They’re not the same as the sedan and they only made about
900 or so VH hardtops, so the pickings are pretty slim. There’s probably 1020,000 sedans that have been wrecked, but only a few hundred hardtops.
That’s the beauty of Facebook and like-minded people; I found a bloke down in
the southern suburbs of Perth who had a couple of [tail-light] sets.

back window,” he explains. “ Where the stripe goes across the ducktail on the
Charger it’s really quite skinny and when we laid it out across the boot of my
car where it sits now, it looked stupid. So what we ended up doing, we took the
width of the stripe that goes down the front guard and applied that to the bit that
goes across the boot lid. I took the car and stripe kit down to Ascot Signs and
explained everything to them and when I went to pick it up they told me they
ended up throwing all of it in the bin and starting again from scratch!”

“What got me flowing on the US big brother idea was that they seem to have a
bit more status than what they had here in Australia,” Scott continues.“I’ve rolled
in all the things that have pushed my buttons over the years: the colour, the R/T
set-up, the 340 six-pack, the big tank with the twin fillers, W35 rims and black
interior.” Without doubt, the crowning jewel of that list is the engine, those ‘magic
numbers’ as Scott puts it: “It just has a real ring to it.” It sure does, but it also has a
fair bit of zing to it. Scott didn’t muck around with the donk and put together a forged
stroker combo that punches the cubes out to 416ci. With that Edelbrock intake
and triple two-barrel Holleys – a 350cfm in the middle and two vacuum-operated
500cfm units outboard – the big old girl has run a best of 12.188@112.4mph. It’s
not quite an ‘11-second street animal’, but with a bit more tuning and some shorter
gears, Scott hopes it might be able to sneak it into the 11s.

Unfortunately, Pacer sales faded sharply back in the day, when perhaps CAL
once again could’ve marketed something better. If only they’d done a Pacer 340
or a 770 SE hardtop for the folks who like stripes! But we’re probably talking
about a car we’d like today – rather than a car CAL actually ever had to try hard
to sell then. CAL was never in a position to offer up a low-volume specialty to
take on the Falcon GT or Monaro GTS… both of which sold in tiny numbers
too. Some suggest there was a need for a four-door Pacer – to fit the family into,
because Chargers were too small. But then you could always get a fully spec’d
E48 Ranger with a small stripe instead. In hindsight, Pacers were actually only
about 2% of the VH output – and with sales steeply in decline, CAL perhaps
realised the model was a dead duck. Especially as insurance companies began
to price these types of car (‘budget performance cars’) out of the market.

EARN YOUR STRIPES

Just the same, it would’ve been interesting to see a Pacer hardtop with a 340
six-barrel and a four-speed box! How would it have handled back in the day?
Would that car even have ever been good enough to win Bathurst?

If you’re doing a hot muscle car, it’s gotta have stripes, but there’s nothing off
the shelf for a hardtop Valiant, so what do you do? In Scott’s case, you get a
Charger stripe kit, then throw it in the bin: “I started taping it into place to see
what it looked like, but with the Charger being two feet shorter, where it turns and
goes up over the boot it was going across where the boot join was just behind the

I JUST WANT ONE

Who knows! But we still want one....
– Parts of this article were extracted from the January 2018 issue of Street Machine

(Above left): A few times the VH hardtop of another sandgroper (and all-round legend) Andrew Lax has appeared in Torqueback. We believe Laxy’s iconic hippo actually
originates from here in South Australia – built by Ray Ikin, which we first spotted in the long-gone Chrysler Enthusiast magazine – once published by Michael Manuel.
(Above right): There’s also a very cool R/T ‘wagon’ getting around Adelaide, owned by a resto specialist at Charger Spares in Burton. Novel idea, hey.
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OTHER R/T pacers they should've made...
West Aussie Scott Kelly has built the hardtop muscle car that Valiant never did – but should have. Aileron, a little town about two
For some reason, CAL never built a hot version of
the two-door hardtop Valiant in the VH-VJ model.
Most likely it’s because they didn’t want to take the
focus – and perhaps sales – away from the locally
developed R/T Charger. Instead, they put the 265
Hemi and go-fast stripes on the four-door Pacer.
But what if CAL took a leaf out of the US designers’
handbook and built a properly hot two-door version
of a Pacer?
They almost got there with the E55 Charger, but that
got watered down into more of a luxo-cruiser than an
all-out race machine. Well, wonder no more.
It’s common knowledge that the Ford and GM-H
muscle cars were always more highly valued than
the Chrysler offerings, but the latter were still just
out of reach for a young bloke on a sales rep’s
wages, so while Scott had always lusted after one of

the Sports package cars, there was never one in the
garage. “When I had two grand, an R/T might have
been four; when I had four or five grand they were
eight or 10,” he explains.
For a long time Scott admits he was a bit of a ‘gunna’;
it got so bad that his wife actually told him to do
something about it. “I was just a spectator for a long
time, didn’t have a car I could race at the drags or
anything, so I spent all my time watching flash cars
going around,” he says. “I had these bodies lying
around my place but never did anything with them.
Then my wife said: ‘You’re never going to get around
to doing anything with them, just go out and buy
one!’ So I did.
“I got the car out of Mudgee in NSW because there
was bugger-all floating around here at the time. It
was just an asthmatic old 318, but had a really

good-nick body and a factory black interior, so I
bought it. I drove it around for a couple of years, then
pulled it apart and it sat around for about six months
in pieces, so then my wife said: ‘Great!... so now
we’ve got three junkers just sitting around?’”
Yep, those two junkers that Scott was ‘gunna’ fix up
one day were still taking up space in the backyard.
“They had rust so bad you could kick a footy through
them,” he says. But after putting the new hardtop on
the rotisserie and blasting it, Scott was very happy
with the condition of the body. The floor needed a
few patches and there were some old repairs that
needed sorting, but crucial areas like the A-pillars
and plenum were mint.
The task at hand wasn’t quite as simple as painting
it a bright colour and throwing some R/T stickers at
it, because the car is actually a VJ, and while the VH

and we were on our way to Tailem Bend, past the
COVID testing station (insert maniacal rebellious
laughter) and onto the track in no time!
It was a great showing of vehicles on the track, and
I was happy to be among the first cars out, showing
ol’ mate in the Mondeo Pace Car that an old Valiant
holds its own! In a unique turn of events, we were
able to pull up on the track for a sensational group
shot, where a few S-Series Valiants, including club
identity Leslie, pulled to the front in a show of class
celebrating 60 years of Valiants in Australia. What
an opportunity, and some great shots were taken!
Proceedings continued after a cruise back to
Adelaide, with dinner and a talk at Gaza for our
Friday Meet and Greet. We had a number of
speakers lined up, but for one reason or another,
all our plans fell apart as speakers were unable
to attend. Such is life when you realise that the
majority of former CAL workers are reaching their
twilight years.
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Thankfully, local historian Gavin Farmer was more
than happy to say a few words, and we also heard
from data enthusiast and Valiant Infobase boss
Bill Papanicolaou – with both talks generating
quite a bit of conversation.
Saturday’s proceedings focused on our every
growing Mopar MegaCruise, which commenced
from the birthplace of so many of our Mopars at
Tonsley Park, and wound its way through Adelaide
and along the beach to Fulham Shopping Centre
– where we were greeted by undercover parking
and plenty of light.
How good was the sunset along the beach as we
drove? The Southern Ocean in all it’s glory with
Antarctica just over thataway...
The cruise was massive, with easily over 250 cars,
and probably more like 300 – 400 joining at various
points along the way. There were a few folks
out and about lining the cruise route too, which

was great to see. A few stray brand X’s found
themselves inadvertently on the cruise along the
way too, but the Mopar mob showed all who was a
force to be reckoned with!
Finally, the Sunday main event rolled around, and
it was probably one of the biggest we’ve had. We
counted in the order of 300 cars on the main display
and another 100 or so in the MoParking, meaning
we’re edging toward the half-ton, which is an amazing
effort! CoastFM joined us on the day, broadcasting
and interviewing members throughout the day,
and as usual, the Gaza footy club crew were very
gracious hosts. We had some great displays from
the Chrysler Restorers and R&S local chapters,
while the Bergamin Brothers put on a great display
of their own, with some truly amazing drag cars
on show – as always.
The swap meets were healthy in size, which was
great – and while I didn’t snag a bargain, I’m sure
plenty did!

Continued page 23
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Finished product ready to present to Regency Park

Car porn in the man cave. Now I am just showing off!

ACF Overview - Saturday

inished part 2

Ready to go

Here is some stuff you can take away from my experience:
If you have any desires to rebuild a car from the ground up – don’t!
It is true – any ground up, nut and bolt rebuild of a 50-year-old car with chrome bumpers will cost you six figures if you want it done PROPERLY.
Regardless of your maths, it will take you three times longer than you thought it would – probably four times!
Don’t entrust your car to a workshop based on the cars they said they have fixed or pictures of cars they said they have done – insist that you speak to a
previous satisfied customer!

inished part 2

Don’t think that the old one will do or that you really don’t need to replace the wonky bit of trim – you will anyway, so buy it once and buy it right first time.
Ready
toonce
goyou see the shoddy old bit you bought the first time…
Not twice
Here are some really good people to deal with that do great work
(from my personal experience):
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•

Mark Gane at All Panels Wingfield

•

Harman Engines Salisbury

•

Willshire Auto Trim Richmond

•

Ned at Smart Road Wreckers

•

Eddie and the guys at Auto One Clovercrest

•

Gary at Complete Exhausts Salisbury

•

Dave at Holden Hill Radiators

•

Con at AutoTrans Hampstead Gardens

•

James at Minus Paint Wingfield

And finally, here are some thankyous:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Jason Rowley for his time and assistance; also for his automotive
prowess and engineering excellence in making engine measuring
devices
Dave Hocking for giving up a few of his valuable weekends to help me,
and who will appreciate the private joke above!
Luke Balzan who can make a complicated electrical problem even
more complicated! (Hey, as long as it got fixed, yeah?)
Tony and Enza Cooper who have become guns at putting in headliners
My father-in-Law Mike for some very clean fabrication work; making
custom parts look original (see if you can spot them on the car...)
My beautiful (and patient) wife Marie for putting up with my addiction
and obsession...
– Steve de Wit
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Heart transplant: here’s some shots of the engine build, morning and afternoon install day... went in like a glove…

morning and afternoon shots of install day….went in like a

finished product

Ready to present to Regency Park

ACF Overview - Saturday

Anyway, I set myself the goal of having her running, roadworthy and registered before I turned fifty – which was on November 3 2021. She passed
Regency Park first go on the 2nd!
So, there she is, ten years and more money than I care to admit to, later. But like the hardtop, I never plan to sell it – so who cares, as long as the mortgage
is still being paid? My daughter Liana who came into this world around halfway during this build has grown into a six-year-old petrolhead and loves both
my Mopars. She saw the Charger being assembled firsthand in my shed and has a basic understanding on how cars work. She also knows that Mopars
are the best cars on the planet and will one day own and love both of them. My work is complete.

40
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nterior assembly

All new seats and covers….
ACF Overview - Sunday

Interior assembly; all new seats and covers….

Nobody’s fault really, but a straightforward engine build was held up for a
good six months because we could not get pistons, rings or a cam shaft.
However the engine is now 20 thou over running 9.5:1, a bigger camshaft,
pacemaker headers with a 2.5” twin system and I managed to find an original
340 intake manifold which sits nicely on top with an Edelbrock 600.
I was not after a ground shaking, 500+ HP monster that is undriveable in city
traffic, but a nice 318 putting out 280-290 HP with a nice exhaust note suits
me fine (remember when we were kids and if you had a 300 HP V8, you
were a rockstar?).
Hell, I am too old to drive like an idiot anymore anyway and do you really want
to race something you have just put six figures into rebuilding – or just have
the pleasure of driving?
Quite a lot of bits were carried over from the donor car to the Charger.
I recommend going this route rather than forever scouring wrecking yards or
eBay looking for infuriatingly tiny clips or a dopey little light fitting, etc.
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Much of the trim is either reproduction or had weekends thrown at them to
be polished or cleaned up. Hell, the re-chroming of the bumpers cost me
more than whole the car would have new in 1976, while it also took them 16
weeks to do it.
Some things are just not cheap or easy!
A lot has to be said about rebuilding a car with original bits and not modifying
it to any large extent, because for the most part, the car went back together
without the use of any large hammers, a hoist, or a cast of thousands to help
or give advice on how it should go together or be modified to fit. And yes, the
car has 14” wheels on it and always will. Not a single Charger left Tonsley
Park with anything else on them and in my opinion, big wheels on Valiants
look weird, the car loses so much personality and originality. And don’t give
me that crap about better handling, this is a Valiant! I mean, come on...
Big shout out also to Willshire for making the rusted out and wonky original
seat frames into works of art.   
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Shiney colour – now she really pops, doesn’t she?

ACF Overview - Saturday

Assembly

Every part installed was either new, refurbished or had the crap polished out of it!

Assembly; every part installed was either new, refurbished or had the crap polished out of it!
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Finally applying some paint. Now it is starting to look pretty!

ACF Overview - Saturday

Besides, I wanted to be responsible for saving a Charger, not cutting one up
to sell for parts.
Unfortunately I then encountered (lots of) issues with the panel shop (who
shall remain nameless) as well. We all know the story; taking ages to do very
little and charging too much for bullshit excuses on missed milestones. It was
in that shop for around six years and cost more money than I care to admit
to, still not finished.
I later discovered that those razor-sharp lines on the bodywork they had
achieved was all due to plastic filler – in some places up to 10mm thick!
Not happy, Jan.
So, I took the car out of workshop number one and took it to Mark Gane
at All Panels – he painted John Leech’s Poison Ivy Green Charger. That
thing looks great, and John had high praise for Mark’s professionalism
and quality of work.
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I am now also a fan of Mark’s work – he did what he said he would do, when
he said he would do it, in the time frame he set out and for the cost that we
had agreed on.
The finished product speaks for itself and everywhere the car goes, it turns
heads with comments like ‘love the colour’ and ‘that paint job is insane’.
Needless to say, I am a happy camper now.
In the background, while the Charger was being painted, I bought a donor
car for an engine, trans, running gear and wiring loom. It was a CM Regal SE
and you needed a tetanus shot just to look at the thing. It was absolutely shot
with rust. Iron oxide as far as the eye could see...
But, with a 318/727, it was actually all there – and pretty much unmolested
over its life. So off to the engine shop for the 318, off to the trans guy for
the 727 and just get the tail shaft shortened, which was a fairly painless
process – aside from all the delays in getting parts because someone in
China thought it would be a good prank dare to eat a bat.
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Lots of body work later, we are finally one colour and in primer
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Swiss Cheese; rust everywhere I looked
No windscreen, cabin full of pine needles and about 10 years’ worth of dust and sand

FW: In the shop - Oh Poop!
FW: In theto
shop
- Ohonce
Poop! it has come back from the sand blasters……she look
There is nowhere
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rust
everywhere
Swiss Cheese; rust everywhere I looked

FW: In the shop - Oh Poop!
There is nowhere to hide once it has come back from the sand blasters……she looked like
Swiss Cheese;
rust
I looked
In the shop
– oh,everywhere
shit! There is nowhere
to hide once it has come back from the sand blasters... she looked like swiss cheese; rust everywhere I looked!

FW: In the shop - Oh Poop!
There is nowhere to hide once it has come back from the sand blasters……she looked like
Swiss Cheese; rust everywhere I looked
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passion and pain
CL charger resto

steve de wIT
Well, it all started some time in 2011.
I was on the lookout for a Charger – preferably a VH – just to have a bit of a play with. You see, I learnt to drive in a VH Charger.
Dad had one when I was a kid, and my brother Tim and I pretty much grew up in the back of that thing. It was Bahama Yellow
with a 245 column shift auto.
Dad sold it to my best mate Dean in 1989 and he still has it to this day – albeit a little butchered with a triple Webered Sixpack and
a four-speed with aftermarket seats, with the rest of the interior spray painted black. Dean tells me he intends to restore the car
again one day when he gets around to it...
When I got my first job, I scored a shitbox 1972 TC Cortina that was Kermit
the Frog green with a 250 auto. What a piece of junk that was – the bastard
tried to kill me four or five times. So I soon traded that pretty quickly on a VH
Charger XL with a 245 and three-on-the-floor. It was Citroen Gold with a
Landau style black vinyl roof.
I drove that Charger everywhere – and it just kept going and going. I paid its
value in speeding fines in eighteen months – between 1989 and 1991. I was
18 or 19, and I was earning about $120 a week…. damn near sent me broke
and without a licence (totally the car’s fault, not mine!!!!).
When I moved to Adelaide at the end of ‘91, I was living with my girlfriend
in a flat with two car spaces. She had a car, I had the Charger and I gained
a company car – so something had to go. The Charger was it – and the
proceeds of that sale bought a fridge and a washing machine, although I was
more than sad to see it go.
A quick check on the SA Rego website says SSW-154 is still registered
somewhere out there, so if you are reading this and currently own that car, I
would love to hear from you and see her again….
Anyway, pretty much all of you know in the late 1990’s I bought the hardtop
which everyone recognises as the Plum Crazy Dodge Dart clone which has
kept me occupied for years – but I always longed for another Charger. There
is something special about them to me. I will always stop and spend five or
ten minutes checking them out whenever I see one, no matter what it looks
like – reminiscing my teen years.
So now that I was older and more financially viable, with lots of spare time
on my hands (yeah, right!), I kept my ears and eyes open on the hunt for
one pretty much just when they started skyrocketing in value.
But on one fateful club meeting night back at the Model T rooms, the late
great Mick Zerk offered up a CL for sale with no engine or trans. And he
only wanted $2,500 for it.

This car had obviously had a hard life. Like most Chargers, it had been raced,
rallied and put through the ringer.
She was missing the windscreen and was full of pine needles, but there it
was – a Charger!
And I thought to myself “How bad could it be?”
I had all good intentions to do all of the work myself, basically learning how to
do stuff as I went – but geez, how life can change!
The first twelve months was spent finding a spot at my house (then in the
Barossa) for it to actually go – and by the time that happened we had opted to
move to our current place in the hills. The second year it sat in my shed whilst
I was doing all manner of jobs around the new place, slowly getting covered
in dust, bits of timber and used as a storage spot for power tools.
It was then I kind of figured I should just send the body off and get a
professional to sort it. I had the money (I thought!) but just did not have the
time, so off she went. My estimate was around three years and my budget
would be $30K...
What is that saying about tripling the cost and the timeframe?
And then, soon after it went there my beautiful wife Marie fell pregnant!
I still recall visiting the car at the panel shop a few weeks after I dropped it
there. Let’s just say that there is nowhere to hide once it comes back from
media blasting, and it is sitting with just a thin coat of primer on it.
She looked like a big block of Swiss cheese. I still kept saying to myself: “How
bad could it be…?” and gave the go-ahead to start doing the rust repairs.
Rear quarters, doors, sills, plenum chamber – and pretty much everywhere
else. In a word, it was bad, and I probably should have pulled the pin on the
whole project and started again, but once you are in a hole passing $10K,
you have to keep going.
It’s like a sickness or an addiction.

We were able to bring together a great showing of R and S Series Valiants in
our own club display, with a string of fine vehicles pride-of-place upfront near
the Gaza clubrooms which was great for all to see. It really was a celebration
of 60 years of Vals in Oz.
I was also pleased to pop the show-and-shine cherry for my daily driver, my
CH sedan. And I enjoyed chatting to randoms about the car and how crazy and
expensive – yet fun, it is to have it as a daily driver!

Shots of the Charger the day I picked it up from Mick Zerk’s place...
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The whole event went off without a hitch, and I’m pleased to say that everyone
was on their best behaviour right throughout the weekend. We had a great
contingent who joined us from interstate too, including a few from Queensland
who were spectating, a good crew from NSW who braved the fuel prices, and a

great contingent from Victoria too – who were all itching for a Mopar event after
(sadly) the cancellation of Chryslers On The Murray yet again. It was great to
see so many interstaters at our show (you are always welcome), and I enjoyed
chatting to them and making them feel welcome. And getting great feedback
about our event, which seems to continue to grow and grow.
And so here we are, at the end of a fantastic event. I did my thanks at the start
of the story, but of course, I do need to thank all of you who participated across
the weekend. Without that, all we’d have would be a handful of guys and gals
in a carpark kicking tyres, so it you were part of ACF for 2022, kudos to you!
Cheers to a great event this year, and let’s see how big we can make it next year!
– Luke
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1. Bob’s proposals for the ill-fated hatchback variant of the Charger for which additional 		
funding required was never provided.
2. Two other profiles for the Charger coupe that made it to the podium but did not materialise.
3. The Chrysler Atlantic was a retro concept car first shown in 1995. The Atlantic was 		
designed by Bob and inspired by the Bugatti Atlantique. The idea for this car began out 		
as a sketch on a napkin by Chrysler’s president Bob Lutz in early 1993 and also involved
the automaker’s chief designer, Tom Gale.
4. Bob’s vision of the 2000 Chrysler Nassau design concept that Ralph Gilles and team later
put into production in 2005 as the famous Chrysler 300C.

5.

“The International Studio was regarded as where they sent everybody just
prior to retirement, or if they’d done something wrong... whereas for Bob,
he was still sorta within the Chrysler family... at the beginning of his fame,
moreso than the end of his fame...” But respect was mutual.

And they connected as Bob had been interested in hot rods and custom
cars from the time he was in art school in LA – and grew up around a lot of
shared heroes like George Barris, Dean Moon and Von Dutch.
Bob and another hot rodder by the name of Larry Shinoda also once
worked for GM and did a lot of the initial design work on the Mako Shark
which eventually became the Corvette Stingray. Ever thought why the Audi
TT coupe and some Subaru models had grills that resembled the 300C?
Well, that’s also Bobs work at some international styling studios after he
retired from Chrysler! Thanks for the insight, Arnold.
Anyway, our sincere condolences to all of Bob’s family and friends – both
back in the US and here downunder. We’ve lost another great. Many
thanks to John Grant and Kerry Chinnick for keeping us posted.

Bill also fondly recalled one of Bob’s last visits to Australia.“Bob came out for the
35th anniversary and we drove (Bill’s restored 770 Charger) from Melbourne
to Albury-Wadonga, and then drove it back all the way to Adelaide.”
Apparently the boys ran amok on this roadtrip! As you would...
Arnold Patch was also good friends with Hubbach after they met when CAL
brought in the Viper around 1991 and had the Porsche factory convert them
– only a couple of K’s from where Arnold lived in Victoria. Detroit had Bob
come over to assess the workmanship on the interior and body conversion.
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Hubbach was actually at work on a reboot of the Dodge Charger around about the time 		
he was called out to Australia to troubleshoot the Valiant VH range.
6. Along with the 300C and our Charger, Bob’s most famous design is probably the iconic 		
Dodge Viper.
7. From early on in his career, restyling for the 1961 Chevrolet Belair coupe, September 1961.
8. Bob’s vision for a spyder concept.
9. Bob’s vision for a berlinetta concept.
10. Hubbach was a protege of Elwood Engel, and one of the major proponents of the
‘fuselage’ style which dominated the lines of cars from the late sixties into the seventies.
You can see a lot of VH Valiant in this Dodge Charger concept.

Vale.

33

RCCA
ARR
LLEER
CC
YYSS

S OO
OF

AL
IA

B
B
LU

CHR

1

UUT
T RR
TH
HA
USS T
AU

THE CHRYSLER CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA PRESENTS

2a

3

2b

4

5

MARCH 2023

GAZA OVAL, KLEMZIG
CCCSA.NET.AU/ACF
In 2019, during an interview for ACD 29, Bill remembered Bob as initially his
superior who eventually became a good collaborator and workmate.
Bill laughed, “He used to curse me for spraypainting (the clays) in the styling
studio, because the paint was gonna give him ‘white liver.’ But no, we got
on extremely well...”
There was always a strong influence from the States.
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But Bill remembered the American-Australian partnership on the VH
project to always be very amicable, describing Bob as quite a character.
“Not that we had any choice,” Bill jibes.“But we’d got to know him pretty
well prior to Charger. Bob... as well as Hal Pilkey... and the other stylists
that had been out here at various stages on the vehicles we’d been
working on – VF, VG, utilities, station wagons...”

CHRYSLERCARCLUBOFSA

PROUDLY
SUPPORTED
BY
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so long, old friend
In memorIam

BOB HUBBACH
It is with great sadness that we announce to the Australasian Mopar
community the passing of Robert N. Hubbach (Design Manager, Chrysler
Corporation: 1967-2001) who was virtually the ‘father’ of the mighty Valiant
Charger.
While in hospice in Clarkston, Michigan, Bob passed away peacefully on
Thursday May 12 aged 83 – with his daughter Sarah by his side. Both his
daughters Erica and Sarah are understandably heartbroken – but relieved
Bob is no longer suffering.
To honour both a luminary figure in aussie Chrysler history as well as
simply just a good bloke, the Chrysler Car Club of South Australia have set
a date of Sunday June 19 for the Bob Hubbach Memorial Cruise.
Hubbach enjoyed a 33 year and 3 month career in the Chrysler Product
Design Office (PDO) ranging from December 1967 to February 2001. During
that time, he was in charge of the design of several iconic production vehicles
and concept cars. Indeed, many of us are driving around in his vision.
Among his most iconic creations were of course our Valiant Charger coupe,
the 1994 Dodge Viper GTS coupe concept and its production variant in
1996, the 1996 Dodge Viper GTS/R race car, the stunning 1995 Chrysler
Atlantic concept, the popular 1997 Dodge Copperhead concept, and the
initial design concept dubbed the 2000 Chrysler Nassau design concept
that Ralph Gilles and team brought to production in 2005 as the one and
only Chrysler 300C.
Bob also had his hand in several other vehicles, including the original 1984
Chrysler minivans, the 1993 Dodge Intrepid, the 1996 Chrysler minivans,
1997 Plymouth Prowler, and the 2001 Chrysler Sebring and Dodge
Stratus coupes, and the convertible 2003 Dodge Viper SRT-10 roadster
– just to name a few.
Bob served in the US Army and earned a Bachelor of Fine Art degree
with honours from ArtCenter College of Design in Pasadena, California.
He was a multi-talented artist, creating beautiful watercolors as a fine
artist and playing several musical instruments – including the hammered
dulcimer and banjo. He even released a number of CDs.
So Bob touched many lives both in his professional life as well as a variety
of hobbies.
Here in Oz we know Hubbach mostly as a co-designer of the highly
successful Charger, Australia’s famed Hemi-Six powered successor to the
Valiant Pacer. This car set a long-standing Australian speed record with its
265 cubic inch inline six, fed by triple Weber carburettors.
Indeed, for most of the great brand-X unwashed the Charger is probably
the only Valiant or Australian Chrysler they’d even know or recall.
Bob was acclaimed by his co-workers, and graciously provided a number
of his Valiant Charger sketches to Gary Bridger and Gavin Farmer when

they wrote Hey Charger! Around the time of the book’s release, he also
appeared one year as a special guest at Chryslers On The Murray – duly
with rockstar status, naturally.
Hubbach was one of the leading American stylists in the late 1960s and
early 1970s behind the fuselage look. He was a protégé of Elwood Engel –
and Engel’s influence is most evident in Bob’s styling direction for Dodge’s
midsize B body later on in the early 1970s.
But the Australian Mopar community owe a lot to this likeable fella.
Bob wasn’t present at the early stages of the VH. He was actually working
over in the Dodge division before he came in part way through the exercise.
But when David Brown and Roy Rainsford returned to Oz from Detroit
in 1969 with not nearly enough money to retool the new Valiant over, they
sent out an SOS – and Hubbach came out to Tonsley Park to temporarily
act as Chief Artist. Where legend has it, under the pump, Bob came up with
some very lateral thinking. He directed the secret project team to basically
chop the bum off the VH hardtop to come up with the ducktail. And the rest,
as they say, is history!
Inspired by Engel, the VH Valiant range first took shape in the late 1960s.
And although it did not actually come out until 1971, the first VH – a hardtop
– was actually probably more related to the larger B body of a ‘68 or ‘69
Dodge Charger – than the midsize B body of a ‘73 Dodge Charger or
Plymouth Roadrunner which would come out in the US at the same time
as the VH did here in Oz. However there are arguments for the lines of both
the early and late B body shapes converging in our Aussie VH, as well as
foreshadowing the E body.
So, Hubbach would indeed affect the entire VH program with his influence.
But as Mal Holman (who helped him find a house in Adelaide) summarises,
“Bob’s fame ultimately would come with the Charger...”
Long after CAL, Hubbach remained very close friends with local stylist Bill
Chinnick and his wife Kerry up until today. They often holidayed together
and regularly spoke on the phone each weekend.
Bob’s original 1:1 (fullsize) final drawing of the Valiant Charger
– from which the first clays were actually sculptured from.
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cars can be healthy

member proFIle

duncan kaye
A brief story on cars, car clubs and mental health!
As a kid growing up on a dairy farm in the UK, I was used to the old Land
Rover and a Vauxhall Velox. But this all changed when we immigrated to
Australia in 1968. We followed my auntie down under after she’d married an
Australian Solo Speedway motorbike rider who had been racing over there
against the poms. We spent many Friday nights ducking the dirt at Rowley
Park Speedway.
Growing up, we always owned Holdens and I loved Toranas. My sister’s
boyfriend owned a beautiful GTX XUI and I got carted around in the back of
that. I also fondly remember sneaking in to see Alvin Purple Rides Again at
the drive-in – while being sworn to secrecy by my sister.
As soon as I turned sixteen, I bought an HB Torana, followed by an LC which
was a lovely car. Growing up, I went to Marion High School, and I used to ride
my bike past the Chrysler factory at Tonsley Park. I would often look at the next
cars for release which were promoted at the entrance.
After selling the LC, my mate’s dad who was a mechanic told me about a
customer of his’ red and black Mitsubishi Sigma turbo for sale. I loved that
car to the point of promptly losing my licence for six months. Might have had
something to do with the fact that I had once been clocked at 220km/hr coming
back from Mallala! It was an amazing car that handled beautifully. I owned it for
twelve years and was driving it when I first met my beautiful wife, Celine. That
extra boost of power from the turbo has always stayed in the back of my mind.
But my true introduction into Chryslers came by my brother-in-law who was
a driver for Suburban Taxis. He always drove CMs. Luckily, he had a brown
spare CM available one day when I was in the market for another car. The
boys at the Happy Valley Cricket Club used to call it “the brown cow” or “the
Barge” but they loved cruising around in it on country roads.
I manage a native plant nursery and run a landscaping business where I
concentrate on design consultancy. I had been looking for a ute for work. and
then I found one sitting outside at Cherry Gardens on my way to work one day.
I knocked on the front door and asked if the VJ ex-police ute was for sale. The
old lady replied “I have told my son that if he doesn’t move that ute, I’m going
to sell it and today is the day!”, so “you can have it for $150 as long as you
take the spare 265 motor in the shed.”
Um, righto... I couldn’t get out of there quick enough!
After a coat of fresh paint and a swap of the 245 for a 265, I had a ute which
dutifully served me and my family for a good fifteen years. Never once did it
let me down. That is until the police pulled me over... they suggested that due
to the increasing rust issues it was borderline unroadworthy. I tried to explain
to the young copper that it was an ex-police ute – but he didn’t really have a
sense of humour.
Moving on, a mate of mine told me about an AP6 ute available at Melrose in
the Flinders Ranges. So we drove up there with the car trailer but on seeing
it we realised that it was way beyond our capabilities. I wasn’t disappointed
for too long though when I saw another ute there that day, a VG, sitting in
their shed. Apparently it had been a farm hack for some religious cult once!
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But now was just gathering dust. Besides the roof having been jumped
on and a broken windscreen, it was relatively straight and rust free. So
I restored this VG over the next seven years with help from a few mates.
I am fortunate to have a good friend who is an excellent spray painter – and I
have been landscaping his property over the last five or so years. So he kept
an eye on my ute for me – and gave it a birthday present every year. I ended
up putting a 318 in it and it is now my daily driver to work. It’s so useful to carry
my plants around in. This car has since become a great icebreaker too when
I meet customers for the first time, and I have been given Chrysler parts and
paraphernalia on occasions by some of them.
I am currently working towards getting two more cars completed. My first
project is an S Series I have owned for the past fifteen years. I purchased
this from a mechanic who’d had it for thirty-five years. He’d repainted it as a
tri-colour. Now this is certainly not everyone’s cup of tea – but I do like green
cars! So it is currently undergoing a rebuild, and in the need for some boost we
are putting in a Torqstorm supercharger with a Demon camshaft (under the
lid) just for a bit of fun! These are built in the US and are available at Aussie
Speed Shop. I am really looking forward to seeing the results and there are
some good videos on YouTube of various cars with these particular blowers.
When I’d asked Celine one day which model Valiant she liked the most, she
decided on an AP6 Safari wagon. Followed with “...so why don’t you go out
and get one?!” After getting my hearing checked, I made a couple of quick calls
to a seller of one I’d already been looking at for sale in Noosa. So, I then was
up there the following weekend!
This car was an original with a recently rebuilt 225, and is now going through a
few changes at Andy Miller’s workshop. It has been converted to an auto with
a B&M shifter, upgraded brakes, power steering and vintage air conditioning.
This will be a weekend cruiser that I’m going to gift to my wife as a thankyou for
sticking by me for the last twenty-nine years. We were both victims of a fraud
perpetrated by family members, resulting in us losing two properties – including
our family home. This event pushed us over the edge as we had both worked
so hard to give our family a good life and a bright future. As a result of stress,
grief, and uncertainty I ended up with acute mental health issues and had to
find help. I now understand anxiety and depression – and am aware of the
importance of gratitude, and looking after yourself, as well as others.
I would just like to say how valued I feel to drive our beautiful Chryslers while
belonging to a club with such caring members. I really appreciate the opportunity
to tell my story, thanks to Dave Heinrich. So I would recommend to you to help
the club in any way anytime you can – maybe as a volunteer. I know I always
enjoy it. I have been a member of the CCCSA for about ten years now after
joining with my best mate Marco Crisanti. He also has a Safari wagon, and we
are planning to “sail off” into the sunset one day.
Nusrat is next up for a Val! Celine said so...
Cheers!
– Duncan
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As a kid growing up on a dairy farm in the UK, I was used to the old Land
Rover and a Vauxhall Velox. But this all changed when we immigrated to
Australia in 1968. We followed my auntie down under after she’d married an
Australian Solo Speedway motorbike rider who had been racing over there
against the poms. We spent many Friday nights ducking the dirt at Rowley
Park Speedway.
Growing up, we always owned Holdens and I loved Toranas. My sister’s
boyfriend owned a beautiful GTX XUI and I got carted around in the back of
that. I also fondly remember sneaking in to see Alvin Purple Rides Again at
the drive-in – while being sworn to secrecy by my sister.
As soon as I turned sixteen, I bought an HB Torana, followed by an LC which
was a lovely car. Growing up, I went to Marion High School, and I used to ride
my bike past the Chrysler factory at Tonsley Park. I would often look at the next
cars for release which were promoted at the entrance.
After selling the LC, my mate’s dad who was a mechanic told me about a
customer of his’ red and black Mitsubishi Sigma turbo for sale. I loved that
car to the point of promptly losing my licence for six months. Might have had
something to do with the fact that I had once been clocked at 220km/hr coming
back from Mallala! It was an amazing car that handled beautifully. I owned it for
twelve years and was driving it when I first met my beautiful wife, Celine. That
extra boost of power from the turbo has always stayed in the back of my mind.
But my true introduction into Chryslers came by my brother-in-law who was
a driver for Suburban Taxis. He always drove CMs. Luckily, he had a brown
spare CM available one day when I was in the market for another car. The
boys at the Happy Valley Cricket Club used to call it “the brown cow” or “the
Barge” but they loved cruising around in it on country roads.
I manage a native plant nursery and run a landscaping business where I
concentrate on design consultancy. I had been looking for a ute for work. and
then I found one sitting outside at Cherry Gardens on my way to work one day.
I knocked on the front door and asked if the VJ ex-police ute was for sale. The
old lady replied “I have told my son that if he doesn’t move that ute, I’m going
to sell it and today is the day!”, so “you can have it for $150 as long as you
take the spare 265 motor in the shed.”
Um, righto... I couldn’t get out of there quick enough!
After a coat of fresh paint and a swap of the 245 for a 265, I had a ute which
dutifully served me and my family for a good fifteen years. Never once did it
let me down. That is until the police pulled me over... they suggested that due
to the increasing rust issues it was borderline unroadworthy. I tried to explain
to the young copper that it was an ex-police ute – but he didn’t really have a
sense of humour.
Moving on, a mate of mine told me about an AP6 ute available at Melrose in
the Flinders Ranges. So we drove up there with the car trailer but on seeing
it we realised that it was way beyond our capabilities. I wasn’t disappointed
for too long though when I saw another ute there that day, a VG, sitting in
their shed. Apparently it had been a farm hack for some religious cult once!
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But now was just gathering dust. Besides the roof having been jumped
on and a broken windscreen, it was relatively straight and rust free. So
I restored this VG over the next seven years with help from a few mates.
I am fortunate to have a good friend who is an excellent spray painter – and I
have been landscaping his property over the last five or so years. So he kept
an eye on my ute for me – and gave it a birthday present every year. I ended
up putting a 318 in it and it is now my daily driver to work. It’s so useful to carry
my plants around in. This car has since become a great icebreaker too when
I meet customers for the first time, and I have been given Chrysler parts and
paraphernalia on occasions by some of them.
I am currently working towards getting two more cars completed. My first
project is an S Series I have owned for the past fifteen years. I purchased
this from a mechanic who’d had it for thirty-five years. He’d repainted it as a
tri-colour. Now this is certainly not everyone’s cup of tea – but I do like green
cars! So it is currently undergoing a rebuild, and in the need for some boost we
are putting in a Torqstorm supercharger with a Demon camshaft (under the
lid) just for a bit of fun! These are built in the US and are available at Aussie
Speed Shop. I am really looking forward to seeing the results and there are
some good videos on YouTube of various cars with these particular blowers.
When I’d asked Celine one day which model Valiant she liked the most, she
decided on an AP6 Safari wagon. Followed with “...so why don’t you go out
and get one?!” After getting my hearing checked, I made a couple of quick calls
to a seller of one I’d already been looking at for sale in Noosa. So, I then was
up there the following weekend!
This car was an original with a recently rebuilt 225, and is now going through a
few changes at Andy Miller’s workshop. It has been converted to an auto with
a B&M shifter, upgraded brakes, power steering and vintage air conditioning.
This will be a weekend cruiser that I’m going to gift to my wife as a thankyou for
sticking by me for the last twenty-nine years. We were both victims of a fraud
perpetrated by family members, resulting in us losing two properties – including
our family home. This event pushed us over the edge as we had both worked
so hard to give our family a good life and a bright future. As a result of stress,
grief, and uncertainty I ended up with acute mental health issues and had to
find help. I now understand anxiety and depression – and am aware of the
importance of gratitude, and looking after yourself, as well as others.
I would just like to say how valued I feel to drive our beautiful Chryslers while
belonging to a club with such caring members. I really appreciate the opportunity
to tell my story, thanks to Dave Heinrich. So I would recommend to you to help
the club in any way anytime you can – maybe as a volunteer. I know I always
enjoy it. I have been a member of the CCCSA for about ten years now after
joining with my best mate Marco Crisanti. He also has a Safari wagon, and we
are planning to “sail off” into the sunset one day.
Nusrat is next up for a Val! Celine said so...
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BOB HUBBACH
It is with great sadness that we announce to the Australasian Mopar
community the passing of Robert N. Hubbach (Design Manager, Chrysler
Corporation: 1967-2001) who was virtually the ‘father’ of the mighty Valiant
Charger.
While in hospice in Clarkston, Michigan, Bob passed away peacefully on
Thursday May 12 aged 83 – with his daughter Sarah by his side. Both his
daughters Erica and Sarah are understandably heartbroken – but relieved
Bob is no longer suffering.
To honour both a luminary figure in aussie Chrysler history as well as
simply just a good bloke, the Chrysler Car Club of South Australia have set
a date of Sunday June 19 for the Bob Hubbach Memorial Cruise.
Hubbach enjoyed a 33 year and 3 month career in the Chrysler Product
Design Office (PDO) ranging from December 1967 to February 2001. During
that time, he was in charge of the design of several iconic production vehicles
and concept cars. Indeed, many of us are driving around in his vision.
Among his most iconic creations were of course our Valiant Charger coupe,
the 1994 Dodge Viper GTS coupe concept and its production variant in
1996, the 1996 Dodge Viper GTS/R race car, the stunning 1995 Chrysler
Atlantic concept, the popular 1997 Dodge Copperhead concept, and the
initial design concept dubbed the 2000 Chrysler Nassau design concept
that Ralph Gilles and team brought to production in 2005 as the one and
only Chrysler 300C.
Bob also had his hand in several other vehicles, including the original 1984
Chrysler minivans, the 1993 Dodge Intrepid, the 1996 Chrysler minivans,
1997 Plymouth Prowler, and the 2001 Chrysler Sebring and Dodge
Stratus coupes, and the convertible 2003 Dodge Viper SRT-10 roadster
– just to name a few.
Bob served in the US Army and earned a Bachelor of Fine Art degree
with honours from ArtCenter College of Design in Pasadena, California.
He was a multi-talented artist, creating beautiful watercolors as a fine
artist and playing several musical instruments – including the hammered
dulcimer and banjo. He even released a number of CDs.
So Bob touched many lives both in his professional life as well as a variety
of hobbies.
Here in Oz we know Hubbach mostly as a co-designer of the highly
successful Charger, Australia’s famed Hemi-Six powered successor to the
Valiant Pacer. This car set a long-standing Australian speed record with its
265 cubic inch inline six, fed by triple Weber carburettors.
Indeed, for most of the great brand-X unwashed the Charger is probably
the only Valiant or Australian Chrysler they’d even know or recall.
Bob was acclaimed by his co-workers, and graciously provided a number
of his Valiant Charger sketches to Gary Bridger and Gavin Farmer when

they wrote Hey Charger! Around the time of the book’s release, he also
appeared one year as a special guest at Chryslers On The Murray – duly
with rockstar status, naturally.
Hubbach was one of the leading American stylists in the late 1960s and
early 1970s behind the fuselage look. He was a protégé of Elwood Engel –
and Engel’s influence is most evident in Bob’s styling direction for Dodge’s
midsize B body later on in the early 1970s.
But the Australian Mopar community owe a lot to this likeable fella.
Bob wasn’t present at the early stages of the VH. He was actually working
over in the Dodge division before he came in part way through the exercise.
But when David Brown and Roy Rainsford returned to Oz from Detroit
in 1969 with not nearly enough money to retool the new Valiant over, they
sent out an SOS – and Hubbach came out to Tonsley Park to temporarily
act as Chief Artist. Where legend has it, under the pump, Bob came up with
some very lateral thinking. He directed the secret project team to basically
chop the bum off the VH hardtop to come up with the ducktail. And the rest,
as they say, is history!
Inspired by Engel, the VH Valiant range first took shape in the late 1960s.
And although it did not actually come out until 1971, the first VH – a hardtop
– was actually probably more related to the larger B body of a ‘68 or ‘69
Dodge Charger – than the midsize B body of a ‘73 Dodge Charger or
Plymouth Roadrunner which would come out in the US at the same time
as the VH did here in Oz. However there are arguments for the lines of both
the early and late B body shapes converging in our Aussie VH, as well as
foreshadowing the E body.
So, Hubbach would indeed affect the entire VH program with his influence.
But as Mal Holman (who helped him find a house in Adelaide) summarises,
“Bob’s fame ultimately would come with the Charger...”
Long after CAL, Hubbach remained very close friends with local stylist Bill
Chinnick and his wife Kerry up until today. They often holidayed together
and regularly spoke on the phone each weekend.
Bob’s original 1:1 (fullsize) final drawing of the Valiant Charger
– from which the first clays were actually sculptured from.
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In 2019, during an interview for ACD 29, Bill remembered Bob as initially his
superior who eventually became a good collaborator and workmate.
Bill laughed, “He used to curse me for spraypainting (the clays) in the styling
studio, because the paint was gonna give him ‘white liver.’ But no, we got
on extremely well...”
There was always a strong influence from the States.
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But Bill remembered the American-Australian partnership on the VH
project to always be very amicable, describing Bob as quite a character.
“Not that we had any choice,” Bill jibes.“But we’d got to know him pretty
well prior to Charger. Bob... as well as Hal Pilkey... and the other stylists
that had been out here at various stages on the vehicles we’d been
working on – VF, VG, utilities, station wagons...”

CHRYSLERCARCLUBOFSA

PROUDLY
SUPPORTED
BY
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1. Bob’s proposals for the ill-fated hatchback variant of the Charger for which additional 		
funding required was never provided.
2. Two other profiles for the Charger coupe that made it to the podium but did not materialise.
3. The Chrysler Atlantic was a retro concept car first shown in 1995. The Atlantic was 		
designed by Bob and inspired by the Bugatti Atlantique. The idea for this car began out 		
as a sketch on a napkin by Chrysler’s president Bob Lutz in early 1993 and also involved
the automaker’s chief designer, Tom Gale.
4. Bob’s vision of the 2000 Chrysler Nassau design concept that Ralph Gilles and team later
put into production in 2005 as the famous Chrysler 300C.

5.

“The International Studio was regarded as where they sent everybody just
prior to retirement, or if they’d done something wrong... whereas for Bob,
he was still sorta within the Chrysler family... at the beginning of his fame,
moreso than the end of his fame...” But respect was mutual.

And they connected as Bob had been interested in hot rods and custom
cars from the time he was in art school in LA – and grew up around a lot of
shared heroes like George Barris, Dean Moon and Von Dutch.
Bob and another hot rodder by the name of Larry Shinoda also once
worked for GM and did a lot of the initial design work on the Mako Shark
which eventually became the Corvette Stingray. Ever thought why the Audi
TT coupe and some Subaru models had grills that resembled the 300C?
Well, that’s also Bobs work at some international styling studios after he
retired from Chrysler! Thanks for the insight, Arnold.
Anyway, our sincere condolences to all of Bob’s family and friends – both
back in the US and here downunder. We’ve lost another great. Many
thanks to John Grant and Kerry Chinnick for keeping us posted.

Bill also fondly recalled one of Bob’s last visits to Australia.“Bob came out for the
35th anniversary and we drove (Bill’s restored 770 Charger) from Melbourne
to Albury-Wadonga, and then drove it back all the way to Adelaide.”
Apparently the boys ran amok on this roadtrip! As you would...
Arnold Patch was also good friends with Hubbach after they met when CAL
brought in the Viper around 1991 and had the Porsche factory convert them
– only a couple of K’s from where Arnold lived in Victoria. Detroit had Bob
come over to assess the workmanship on the interior and body conversion.
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Hubbach was actually at work on a reboot of the Dodge Charger around about the time 		
he was called out to Australia to troubleshoot the Valiant VH range.
6. Along with the 300C and our Charger, Bob’s most famous design is probably the iconic 		
Dodge Viper.
7. From early on in his career, restyling for the 1961 Chevrolet Belair coupe, September 1961.
8. Bob’s vision for a spyder concept.
9. Bob’s vision for a berlinetta concept.
10. Hubbach was a protege of Elwood Engel, and one of the major proponents of the
‘fuselage’ style which dominated the lines of cars from the late sixties into the seventies.
You can see a lot of VH Valiant in this Dodge Charger concept.

Vale.

33

passion and pain
CL charger resto

steve de wIT
Well, it all started some time in 2011.
I was on the lookout for a Charger – preferably a VH – just to have a bit of a play with. You see, I learnt to drive in a VH Charger.
Dad had one when I was a kid, and my brother Tim and I pretty much grew up in the back of that thing. It was Bahama Yellow
with a 245 column shift auto.
Dad sold it to my best mate Dean in 1989 and he still has it to this day – albeit a little butchered with a triple Webered Sixpack and
a four-speed with aftermarket seats, with the rest of the interior spray painted black. Dean tells me he intends to restore the car
again one day when he gets around to it...
When I got my first job, I scored a shitbox 1972 TC Cortina that was Kermit
the Frog green with a 250 auto. What a piece of junk that was – the bastard
tried to kill me four or five times. So I soon traded that pretty quickly on a VH
Charger XL with a 245 and three-on-the-floor. It was Citroen Gold with a
Landau style black vinyl roof.
I drove that Charger everywhere – and it just kept going and going. I paid its
value in speeding fines in eighteen months – between 1989 and 1991. I was
18 or 19, and I was earning about $120 a week…. damn near sent me broke
and without a licence (totally the car’s fault, not mine!!!!).
When I moved to Adelaide at the end of ‘91, I was living with my girlfriend
in a flat with two car spaces. She had a car, I had the Charger and I gained
a company car – so something had to go. The Charger was it – and the
proceeds of that sale bought a fridge and a washing machine, although I was
more than sad to see it go.
A quick check on the SA Rego website says SSW-154 is still registered
somewhere out there, so if you are reading this and currently own that car, I
would love to hear from you and see her again….
Anyway, pretty much all of you know in the late 1990’s I bought the hardtop
which everyone recognises as the Plum Crazy Dodge Dart clone which has
kept me occupied for years – but I always longed for another Charger. There
is something special about them to me. I will always stop and spend five or
ten minutes checking them out whenever I see one, no matter what it looks
like – reminiscing my teen years.
So now that I was older and more financially viable, with lots of spare time
on my hands (yeah, right!), I kept my ears and eyes open on the hunt for
one pretty much just when they started skyrocketing in value.
But on one fateful club meeting night back at the Model T rooms, the late
great Mick Zerk offered up a CL for sale with no engine or trans. And he
only wanted $2,500 for it.

This car had obviously had a hard life. Like most Chargers, it had been raced,
rallied and put through the ringer.
She was missing the windscreen and was full of pine needles, but there it
was – a Charger!
And I thought to myself “How bad could it be?”
I had all good intentions to do all of the work myself, basically learning how to
do stuff as I went – but geez, how life can change!
The first twelve months was spent finding a spot at my house (then in the
Barossa) for it to actually go – and by the time that happened we had opted to
move to our current place in the hills. The second year it sat in my shed whilst
I was doing all manner of jobs around the new place, slowly getting covered
in dust, bits of timber and used as a storage spot for power tools.
It was then I kind of figured I should just send the body off and get a
professional to sort it. I had the money (I thought!) but just did not have the
time, so off she went. My estimate was around three years and my budget
would be $30K...
What is that saying about tripling the cost and the timeframe?
And then, soon after it went there my beautiful wife Marie fell pregnant!
I still recall visiting the car at the panel shop a few weeks after I dropped it
there. Let’s just say that there is nowhere to hide once it comes back from
media blasting, and it is sitting with just a thin coat of primer on it.
She looked like a big block of Swiss cheese. I still kept saying to myself: “How
bad could it be…?” and gave the go-ahead to start doing the rust repairs.
Rear quarters, doors, sills, plenum chamber – and pretty much everywhere
else. In a word, it was bad, and I probably should have pulled the pin on the
whole project and started again, but once you are in a hole passing $10K,
you have to keep going.
It’s like a sickness or an addiction.

We were able to bring together a great showing of R and S Series Valiants in
our own club display, with a string of fine vehicles pride-of-place upfront near
the Gaza clubrooms which was great for all to see. It really was a celebration
of 60 years of Vals in Oz.
I was also pleased to pop the show-and-shine cherry for my daily driver, my
CH sedan. And I enjoyed chatting to randoms about the car and how crazy and
expensive – yet fun, it is to have it as a daily driver!

Shots of the Charger the day I picked it up from Mick Zerk’s place...
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The whole event went off without a hitch, and I’m pleased to say that everyone
was on their best behaviour right throughout the weekend. We had a great
contingent who joined us from interstate too, including a few from Queensland
who were spectating, a good crew from NSW who braved the fuel prices, and a

great contingent from Victoria too – who were all itching for a Mopar event after
(sadly) the cancellation of Chryslers On The Murray yet again. It was great to
see so many interstaters at our show (you are always welcome), and I enjoyed
chatting to them and making them feel welcome. And getting great feedback
about our event, which seems to continue to grow and grow.
And so here we are, at the end of a fantastic event. I did my thanks at the start
of the story, but of course, I do need to thank all of you who participated across
the weekend. Without that, all we’d have would be a handful of guys and gals
in a carpark kicking tyres, so it you were part of ACF for 2022, kudos to you!
Cheers to a great event this year, and let’s see how big we can make it next year!
– Luke
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Swiss Cheese; rust everywhere I looked
No windscreen, cabin full of pine needles and about 10 years’ worth of dust and sand
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to hide once it has come back from the sand blasters... she looked like swiss cheese; rust everywhere I looked!

FW: In the shop - Oh Poop!
There is nowhere to hide once it has come back from the sand blasters……she looked like
Swiss Cheese; rust everywhere I looked
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Finally applying some paint. Now it is starting to look pretty!

ACF Overview - Saturday

Besides, I wanted to be responsible for saving a Charger, not cutting one up
to sell for parts.
Unfortunately I then encountered (lots of) issues with the panel shop (who
shall remain nameless) as well. We all know the story; taking ages to do very
little and charging too much for bullshit excuses on missed milestones. It was
in that shop for around six years and cost more money than I care to admit
to, still not finished.
I later discovered that those razor-sharp lines on the bodywork they had
achieved was all due to plastic filler – in some places up to 10mm thick!
Not happy, Jan.
So, I took the car out of workshop number one and took it to Mark Gane
at All Panels – he painted John Leech’s Poison Ivy Green Charger. That
thing looks great, and John had high praise for Mark’s professionalism
and quality of work.
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I am now also a fan of Mark’s work – he did what he said he would do, when
he said he would do it, in the time frame he set out and for the cost that we
had agreed on.
The finished product speaks for itself and everywhere the car goes, it turns
heads with comments like ‘love the colour’ and ‘that paint job is insane’.
Needless to say, I am a happy camper now.
In the background, while the Charger was being painted, I bought a donor
car for an engine, trans, running gear and wiring loom. It was a CM Regal SE
and you needed a tetanus shot just to look at the thing. It was absolutely shot
with rust. Iron oxide as far as the eye could see...
But, with a 318/727, it was actually all there – and pretty much unmolested
over its life. So off to the engine shop for the 318, off to the trans guy for
the 727 and just get the tail shaft shortened, which was a fairly painless
process – aside from all the delays in getting parts because someone in
China thought it would be a good prank dare to eat a bat.
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Shiney colour – now she really pops, doesn’t she?

ACF Overview - Saturday

Assembly

Every part installed was either new, refurbished or had the crap polished out of it!

Assembly; every part installed was either new, refurbished or had the crap polished out of it!
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nterior assembly

All new seats and covers….
ACF Overview - Sunday

Interior assembly; all new seats and covers….

Nobody’s fault really, but a straightforward engine build was held up for a
good six months because we could not get pistons, rings or a cam shaft.
However the engine is now 20 thou over running 9.5:1, a bigger camshaft,
pacemaker headers with a 2.5” twin system and I managed to find an original
340 intake manifold which sits nicely on top with an Edelbrock 600.
I was not after a ground shaking, 500+ HP monster that is undriveable in city
traffic, but a nice 318 putting out 280-290 HP with a nice exhaust note suits
me fine (remember when we were kids and if you had a 300 HP V8, you
were a rockstar?).
Hell, I am too old to drive like an idiot anymore anyway and do you really want
to race something you have just put six figures into rebuilding – or just have
the pleasure of driving?
Quite a lot of bits were carried over from the donor car to the Charger.
I recommend going this route rather than forever scouring wrecking yards or
eBay looking for infuriatingly tiny clips or a dopey little light fitting, etc.
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Much of the trim is either reproduction or had weekends thrown at them to
be polished or cleaned up. Hell, the re-chroming of the bumpers cost me
more than whole the car would have new in 1976, while it also took them 16
weeks to do it.
Some things are just not cheap or easy!
A lot has to be said about rebuilding a car with original bits and not modifying
it to any large extent, because for the most part, the car went back together
without the use of any large hammers, a hoist, or a cast of thousands to help
or give advice on how it should go together or be modified to fit. And yes, the
car has 14” wheels on it and always will. Not a single Charger left Tonsley
Park with anything else on them and in my opinion, big wheels on Valiants
look weird, the car loses so much personality and originality. And don’t give
me that crap about better handling, this is a Valiant! I mean, come on...
Big shout out also to Willshire for making the rusted out and wonky original
seat frames into works of art.   
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Heart transplant: here’s some shots of the engine build, morning and afternoon install day... went in like a glove…

morning and afternoon shots of install day….went in like a

finished product

Ready to present to Regency Park

ACF Overview - Saturday

Anyway, I set myself the goal of having her running, roadworthy and registered before I turned fifty – which was on November 3 2021. She passed
Regency Park first go on the 2nd!
So, there she is, ten years and more money than I care to admit to, later. But like the hardtop, I never plan to sell it – so who cares, as long as the mortgage
is still being paid? My daughter Liana who came into this world around halfway during this build has grown into a six-year-old petrolhead and loves both
my Mopars. She saw the Charger being assembled firsthand in my shed and has a basic understanding on how cars work. She also knows that Mopars
are the best cars on the planet and will one day own and love both of them. My work is complete.
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Finished product ready to present to Regency Park

Car porn in the man cave. Now I am just showing off!

ACF Overview - Saturday

inished part 2

Ready to go

Here is some stuff you can take away from my experience:
If you have any desires to rebuild a car from the ground up – don’t!
It is true – any ground up, nut and bolt rebuild of a 50-year-old car with chrome bumpers will cost you six figures if you want it done PROPERLY.
Regardless of your maths, it will take you three times longer than you thought it would – probably four times!
Don’t entrust your car to a workshop based on the cars they said they have fixed or pictures of cars they said they have done – insist that you speak to a
previous satisfied customer!

inished part 2

Don’t think that the old one will do or that you really don’t need to replace the wonky bit of trim – you will anyway, so buy it once and buy it right first time.
Ready
toonce
goyou see the shoddy old bit you bought the first time…
Not twice
Here are some really good people to deal with that do great work
(from my personal experience):
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•

Mark Gane at All Panels Wingfield

•

Harman Engines Salisbury

•

Willshire Auto Trim Richmond

•

Ned at Smart Road Wreckers

•

Eddie and the guys at Auto One Clovercrest

•

Gary at Complete Exhausts Salisbury

•

Dave at Holden Hill Radiators

•

Con at AutoTrans Hampstead Gardens

•

James at Minus Paint Wingfield

And finally, here are some thankyous:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Jason Rowley for his time and assistance; also for his automotive
prowess and engineering excellence in making engine measuring
devices
Dave Hocking for giving up a few of his valuable weekends to help me,
and who will appreciate the private joke above!
Luke Balzan who can make a complicated electrical problem even
more complicated! (Hey, as long as it got fixed, yeah?)
Tony and Enza Cooper who have become guns at putting in headliners
My father-in-Law Mike for some very clean fabrication work; making
custom parts look original (see if you can spot them on the car...)
My beautiful (and patient) wife Marie for putting up with my addiction
and obsession...
– Steve de Wit
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OTHER R/T pacers they should've made...
West Aussie Scott Kelly has built the hardtop muscle car that Valiant never did – but should have. Aileron, a little town about two
For some reason, CAL never built a hot version of
the two-door hardtop Valiant in the VH-VJ model.
Most likely it’s because they didn’t want to take the
focus – and perhaps sales – away from the locally
developed R/T Charger. Instead, they put the 265
Hemi and go-fast stripes on the four-door Pacer.
But what if CAL took a leaf out of the US designers’
handbook and built a properly hot two-door version
of a Pacer?
They almost got there with the E55 Charger, but that
got watered down into more of a luxo-cruiser than an
all-out race machine. Well, wonder no more.
It’s common knowledge that the Ford and GM-H
muscle cars were always more highly valued than
the Chrysler offerings, but the latter were still just
out of reach for a young bloke on a sales rep’s
wages, so while Scott had always lusted after one of

the Sports package cars, there was never one in the
garage. “When I had two grand, an R/T might have
been four; when I had four or five grand they were
eight or 10,” he explains.
For a long time Scott admits he was a bit of a ‘gunna’;
it got so bad that his wife actually told him to do
something about it. “I was just a spectator for a long
time, didn’t have a car I could race at the drags or
anything, so I spent all my time watching flash cars
going around,” he says. “I had these bodies lying
around my place but never did anything with them.
Then my wife said: ‘You’re never going to get around
to doing anything with them, just go out and buy
one!’ So I did.
“I got the car out of Mudgee in NSW because there
was bugger-all floating around here at the time. It
was just an asthmatic old 318, but had a really

good-nick body and a factory black interior, so I
bought it. I drove it around for a couple of years, then
pulled it apart and it sat around for about six months
in pieces, so then my wife said: ‘Great!... so now
we’ve got three junkers just sitting around?’”
Yep, those two junkers that Scott was ‘gunna’ fix up
one day were still taking up space in the backyard.
“They had rust so bad you could kick a footy through
them,” he says. But after putting the new hardtop on
the rotisserie and blasting it, Scott was very happy
with the condition of the body. The floor needed a
few patches and there were some old repairs that
needed sorting, but crucial areas like the A-pillars
and plenum were mint.
The task at hand wasn’t quite as simple as painting
it a bright colour and throwing some R/T stickers at
it, because the car is actually a VJ, and while the VH

and we were on our way to Tailem Bend, past the
COVID testing station (insert maniacal rebellious
laughter) and onto the track in no time!
It was a great showing of vehicles on the track, and
I was happy to be among the first cars out, showing
ol’ mate in the Mondeo Pace Car that an old Valiant
holds its own! In a unique turn of events, we were
able to pull up on the track for a sensational group
shot, where a few S-Series Valiants, including club
identity Leslie, pulled to the front in a show of class
celebrating 60 years of Valiants in Australia. What
an opportunity, and some great shots were taken!
Proceedings continued after a cruise back to
Adelaide, with dinner and a talk at Gaza for our
Friday Meet and Greet. We had a number of
speakers lined up, but for one reason or another,
all our plans fell apart as speakers were unable
to attend. Such is life when you realise that the
majority of former CAL workers are reaching their
twilight years.
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Thankfully, local historian Gavin Farmer was more
than happy to say a few words, and we also heard
from data enthusiast and Valiant Infobase boss
Bill Papanicolaou – with both talks generating
quite a bit of conversation.
Saturday’s proceedings focused on our every
growing Mopar MegaCruise, which commenced
from the birthplace of so many of our Mopars at
Tonsley Park, and wound its way through Adelaide
and along the beach to Fulham Shopping Centre
– where we were greeted by undercover parking
and plenty of light.
How good was the sunset along the beach as we
drove? The Southern Ocean in all it’s glory with
Antarctica just over thataway...
The cruise was massive, with easily over 250 cars,
and probably more like 300 – 400 joining at various
points along the way. There were a few folks
out and about lining the cruise route too, which

was great to see. A few stray brand X’s found
themselves inadvertently on the cruise along the
way too, but the Mopar mob showed all who was a
force to be reckoned with!
Finally, the Sunday main event rolled around, and
it was probably one of the biggest we’ve had. We
counted in the order of 300 cars on the main display
and another 100 or so in the MoParking, meaning
we’re edging toward the half-ton, which is an amazing
effort! CoastFM joined us on the day, broadcasting
and interviewing members throughout the day,
and as usual, the Gaza footy club crew were very
gracious hosts. We had some great displays from
the Chrysler Restorers and R&S local chapters,
while the Bergamin Brothers put on a great display
of their own, with some truly amazing drag cars
on show – as always.
The swap meets were healthy in size, which was
great – and while I didn’t snag a bargain, I’m sure
plenty did!

Continued page 23
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ACF Overview - Saturday

front sheet metal bolts straight on, the tail-lights are a pretty major modification.
“I’d picked up a Regal 770 VH that I pinched the front clip off,” Scott says.
“It came with the driving lights, centre console shifter and trumpet horns as
standard gear – it was a good donor car. The hardest part was those rear taillight housings. They’re not the same as the sedan and they only made about
900 or so VH hardtops, so the pickings are pretty slim. There’s probably 1020,000 sedans that have been wrecked, but only a few hundred hardtops.
That’s the beauty of Facebook and like-minded people; I found a bloke down in
the southern suburbs of Perth who had a couple of [tail-light] sets.

back window,” he explains. “ Where the stripe goes across the ducktail on the
Charger it’s really quite skinny and when we laid it out across the boot of my
car where it sits now, it looked stupid. So what we ended up doing, we took the
width of the stripe that goes down the front guard and applied that to the bit that
goes across the boot lid. I took the car and stripe kit down to Ascot Signs and
explained everything to them and when I went to pick it up they told me they
ended up throwing all of it in the bin and starting again from scratch!”

“What got me flowing on the US big brother idea was that they seem to have a
bit more status than what they had here in Australia,” Scott continues.“I’ve rolled
in all the things that have pushed my buttons over the years: the colour, the R/T
set-up, the 340 six-pack, the big tank with the twin fillers, W35 rims and black
interior.” Without doubt, the crowning jewel of that list is the engine, those ‘magic
numbers’ as Scott puts it: “It just has a real ring to it.” It sure does, but it also has a
fair bit of zing to it. Scott didn’t muck around with the donk and put together a forged
stroker combo that punches the cubes out to 416ci. With that Edelbrock intake
and triple two-barrel Holleys – a 350cfm in the middle and two vacuum-operated
500cfm units outboard – the big old girl has run a best of 12.188@112.4mph. It’s
not quite an ‘11-second street animal’, but with a bit more tuning and some shorter
gears, Scott hopes it might be able to sneak it into the 11s.

Unfortunately, Pacer sales faded sharply back in the day, when perhaps CAL
once again could’ve marketed something better. If only they’d done a Pacer 340
or a 770 SE hardtop for the folks who like stripes! But we’re probably talking
about a car we’d like today – rather than a car CAL actually ever had to try hard
to sell then. CAL was never in a position to offer up a low-volume specialty to
take on the Falcon GT or Monaro GTS… both of which sold in tiny numbers
too. Some suggest there was a need for a four-door Pacer – to fit the family into,
because Chargers were too small. But then you could always get a fully spec’d
E48 Ranger with a small stripe instead. In hindsight, Pacers were actually only
about 2% of the VH output – and with sales steeply in decline, CAL perhaps
realised the model was a dead duck. Especially as insurance companies began
to price these types of car (‘budget performance cars’) out of the market.

EARN YOUR STRIPES

Just the same, it would’ve been interesting to see a Pacer hardtop with a 340
six-barrel and a four-speed box! How would it have handled back in the day?
Would that car even have ever been good enough to win Bathurst?

If you’re doing a hot muscle car, it’s gotta have stripes, but there’s nothing off
the shelf for a hardtop Valiant, so what do you do? In Scott’s case, you get a
Charger stripe kit, then throw it in the bin: “I started taping it into place to see
what it looked like, but with the Charger being two feet shorter, where it turns and
goes up over the boot it was going across where the boot join was just behind the

I JUST WANT ONE

Who knows! But we still want one....
– Parts of this article were extracted from the January 2018 issue of Street Machine

(Above left): A few times the VH hardtop of another sandgroper (and all-round legend) Andrew Lax has appeared in Torqueback. We believe Laxy’s iconic hippo actually
originates from here in South Australia – built by Ray Ikin, which we first spotted in the long-gone Chrysler Enthusiast magazine – once published by Michael Manuel.
(Above right): There’s also a very cool R/T ‘wagon’ getting around Adelaide, owned by a resto specialist at Charger Spares in Burton. Novel idea, hey.
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Hardtops and wagons? Then imagine a van or a ute?!
This Valiant 265 van (top and left) was photographed at the recent 60 Years of the 1962 Valiants in Australia show at Whiteman Park, over in Perth in Western
Australia. It’s actually a 1977 car with a ‘72 VH front end and Charger stripes. And this E49 ute (bottom right) also recently appeared at the Motor Museum of WA, on
loan from Maureen Harris – a bespoke 1971 VH Charger ute! Of course these are custom builds. That’s why you’ve never seen one. But the imagination boggles...

44

13

7

overhead underbelly
cold case CM

nIck houwelIng
Shades of Matlock or Division Four! A coupla monthly meetings ago, Damian Tripodi announced how he had received a phonecall
from Channel Nine TV, looking for a late-model Valiant sedan to feature in an upcoming episode of Under Investigation with Liz
Hayes called “The Cop Who Knew Too Much”. So the call went out to find a CM model Val in cream, light blue or a similar tone
colour, to look like a police-spec vintage...
Channel Nine were presenting a ‘cold case’
about a veteran detective who was originally
thought to have committed suicide, but since the
event it’s now suspected he was murdered.
They intended to film a re-enactment of his
last known whereabouts – so they needed a ‘D
car’ (which were cream in colour) Valiant that
detectives drove from the early 1980s.
But the TV crew could always light the scene if
the colour was not accurate.

So the editor got onto club veteran and legend
Roy Houweling, whose son Nick had recently
got his beige CM back on the road. Roy was a bit
concerned that she may not be in “good enough
condition” (looked alright to me, mate – Ed) but
after a quick tidy-up (and throwing back on some
original wheels more contemporary for the time)
Nick got his baby on television!
Starring local aussie actors Paul Reichstein,
Eddie Morrison and Scott King, the shoot took
place mid-June (mostly night scenes) around the

airport, the old Adelaide Gaol, the courthouse
at Victoria Square, Parliament House, and
on location in Franklin Street, Clarendon and
Myponga. The show is expected to be aired later
this year. And Roy promises to keep us posted
so we’ll look out for it!
We haven’t had something like this since a
serial killer went stalking in Andy Rad’s dark
green hardtop in an indy horror movie, or the
President’s Charger was driven around by Ian
Chappell in Julia Zemiro’s Home Delivery...

ACF Overview - Friday

Sewer and stormwater
drainage specialist
New homes and additions
Bathroom renovations
Hot and cold water systems
Gas fitting
Mini excavator and backhoe hire
General maintenance
Servicing all areas
For All Your Domestic and
Commercial Plumbing Needs

0409 404 940
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family album

the bob hubbach memorIal CruIse

SunDAy 19/o6/22
The CCCSA held a memorial run to celebrate the life of Bob Hubbach, the artist and designer of the aussie Charger in addition to
many other legendary Chrysler vehicles. The cruise left Big W at Goodwood Road, Cumberland Park around 11am on the Sunday
morning, before finishing up at the grounds of the National Motor Museum at Birdwood about lunchtime.
It was a very good turnout of Chargers and other Valiants, considering the inclement weather. And the club was particularly
pleasingly surprised to see felllow CAL veterans Bill Chinnick and John Grant get along to the salute to Bob.

ACR Overview

JJEM Finance Solutions
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event-ually
overvIew

adelaIde CHRYSLER FESTIVAl - 2o22
Well, that’s a wrap on ACF for 2022 – and what a fantastic festival it was!
Amid a backdrop of COVID uncertainty, the committee did a stellar job of bringing everything together, and in my opinion, it
was one of the most enjoyable Adelaide Chrysler Festivals I’ve had!
So it goes without saying that there is a huge
debt of thanks to give to the ACF committee for
this year, including Chris and Di, Paul Williams
and his ever-amazing work as both Sponsorship
Coordinator and council/government liaison,
Andrew, who did manage to make it to a meeting
or two, John Leach, newbie Dave Osborne, our
event maestro and The Bend aficionado Damian
Tripodi, Rick Saxon, and the youth contingent,
Billy Karapetis.
A special mention goes out to former ACF
committee chair Jason Rowley, who gave
immeasurable support to me inmy first year
helming the main event.
Special shouts out too to Dave Heinrich, master
of the artwork that has adorned so many events in
the past – and impressed no less this time; and Iain
Carlin, who made sure the IT ran without a hitch as
usual – and made sure everyone was across using
the new Square form of payment at the event!
And of course, a huge thankyou to all our
volunteers, without whom the event would have
been a mediocre attempt at best!
Well done all!

Our sponsors also deserve a big round of applause
too, as they allow us to host such an event, confident
that we will be able to do what we need to do. The
Port Adelaide Enfield Council came to the party in
a big way, and we are eternally grateful, along with
Shannons, plus all our other sponsors including:
All Gassed-Up Diecast & Collectables, AMS
Security, APR Removals, Barossa Sound &
Vision, Bridgestone, Elko Performance Parts,
Glow HCE, Gtek Automotive Repairs, Hyka
Technology, JJEM Finance Solutions, Lonsdale
Paint & Panel, Metro Waste, Motor Active, Pat
McGrath Plumbing, Price Alexander Motors,
Rubber Seals Australia and ULX 110 Pty Ltd.
At the event, we were very pleased to welcome
PAE Council Deputy Mayor Hannah Evans, who
came for a bit of a tour around the event on Sunday
and was pretty impressed with the Mopar quality on
show! Mayor Claire Bowan was unable to attend on
the day, but did send her regards too.
Of course, we couldn’t forget the great contribution
made by the Gaza Footy Club who ran the bar,
hosted both the Friday and Sunday events, ran
barbecues, and generally helped the whole event
run smoothly, and enjoyed a different crowd to their
normal Saturday footy crowd.

It was a great new experience chairing the
sub-committee for the ACF this year, and one that
I look forward to doing again. With our old friend
COVID-19 lurking around in the background, there
were a few uncertainties we uncovered as we
progressed through planning stages. There was
the on-again/off-again requirement for a COVID
management plan from SA Health, where we
received multiple forms of advice, sometimes
conflicting, and then having to relay such info to the
next level of government in the council, which was
an interesting experience.
Thankfully in the end, we were able to run the show
with minimal requirements, and while it took quite
a while for the council to give us the official go
ahead (I’m talking 11th hour stuff here!), it all came
together well, as planned and expected!
The weekend kicked off with our jaunt around the
track at The Bend, thanks to the great efforts of
Damian We managed to sort through a few dramas
of a changed booking and liability waiver process,
and kicked off the day from Westies in fine fashion
with a sizeable contingent making their way up
the hill. A quick stop at the old Eagle On The Hill
(evidently, not quite long enough for a wee break!),
Continued page 15

ACF Overview
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And to very briefly summarise the rest of my USA trip, I headed from
Canada to a conference in Pittsburgh where I learned how many interesting
technological things came from Steel City. I then did a quick pit-stop at
Niagara Falls, had meetings in upstate New York, spent a nice weekend in
the East and West Villages in New York City, got my essential photo of the
Chrysler building, and then headed to the South. I arrived late into Atlanta,
where Avis car hire told me they didn’t have the rental that I was meant to
get, so was there anything else I wanted? I explained I drive a Mopar V8
in Australia, and in the blink of an eye, I was behind the wheel of a red V8
Dodge Challenger R/T!
That’s how you tour America!
I made the pilgrimage to the famous Summit Racing in Atlanta, scored
a few cool Mopar t-shirts, before finishing in North Carolina where
I caught up with a mate who has a Dodge Challenger Scat Pack Widebody.

8

And then he let me take it for a spin... and after driving the R/T, which is
indeed a cool car, you quickly discover how a few hundred extra horsepower
make a difference! What a sensational car!
This mate also is doing up a ‘70s Duster, that he’s planning to turn into a
340-powered drag-strip monster – so I’m looking forward to seeing (and
hopefully driving!) that!
From there, I dashed over to Europe, which about brings me up to date. It’s
been a whirl-wind and long trip, and it’s tricky playing catch-up after such a
long time of closed borders, but fingers crossed I’ll be able to squeeze in
some more car-related things (including maybe a visit to Spa in Belgium)
while I’m here...
And next magazine, I promise I’ll talk some more about the sensational car
museums that can be found scattered across Southern US!
– Luke
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they’re actually not too far from Kamloops! Alas, COVID happened, and
any plans I had on returning to Canada were put on hiatus... until this year!
So, with a trip to BC planned, I figured I’d at least try to head out to where
the Rust Bros (as their auto shop is actually called) are based and get a
photo with their famous sign. Luckily, I was able to finish work with enough
time to make it there during the day, and decided to check it out.

The little town is on the main Trans-Canada Highway, and you know you’ve
made it when you come across a little museum called the White Post
Auto Museum – a place that’s featured in the show, mainly as the site for
a local swap meet. Turns out I missed the swap meet by a few days, but
nonetheless was able to look around at some cool cars on display, and a
massive amount of memorabilia and various antiquey things. There’s a
good collection of wrecks out the front, looking for that special someone
to do some resto work, and many of the cars on display are also for sale.

For us Mopar fans, there was a sweet DeSoto and a killer Dodge pick-up
hot rod in the museum, and of particular interest was a Mercury ute…
yep, an actual ute! It was a Canadian-built, left-hand to right-hand-drive
converted car that spent time in Oz before being shipped back to Canada
at some point, where it remained as a RHD. The museum staff were
impressed that I knew exactly what a ute was when they described the
car to me!
As a result, we got to chatting about cars and things, and they said that
Mike and Avery usually don’t mind people heading up a nearby road to
take photos outside their shop. I figured I’d come all this way already, so
why not get a few quick snaps in.
I drove up, and got the ubiquitous photo with the sign, and then noticed that
Avery was lurking around in a shed further up the drive. I called out to him
and asked if I could come up to say hi, and he waved me in. As I walked
up, I realised they were filming – and Mike Hall and a bunch of others were
busy pushing (or trying at least) Mike’s Chevelle into his main shop.
With cameras rolling, Mike yelled out, “Hey Avery, get over here and give
me a hand… and you too, get over here”, indicating me, who had just
appeared on the scene!
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Of course, I did what any car-loving fan would do: I went over and helped
them get the SS up onto the hoist! The banter between Mike and Avery
continued, and I was ushered into the workshop and got to chatting to a
few of the guys and gals in the shop.

Soon, the cameras stopped for a time, and Mike came over to say hi and
asked what I was doing. He was pretty impressed that an Aussie had come
to visit, and I got a grand tour of the workshop – including a sneak peak
into some of the cars that will later appear on the show (I’ve been sworn
to secrecy on these, but I can tell you there’s something special coming
up for Mopar fans!). From there, I was pretty much accepted as a member
of the crew, and hung out with the guys all afternoon! I had a tour through
Mike’s lot, and I must say, while he drives a Chevy, he has a lot (and a lot
of respect for) Mopar product. I also saw a bunch of cool cars that may end
up on the show, including some Roadrunners, Challengers, a Satellite
and more. I got to chatting with Avery too, and while he comes across as
a little aloof on the show, he’s a pretty switched on guy – as he had some
good knowledge of the work that I do (as he’d previously worked in mining
and resources), so he asked me to defend his honour whenever people
call him a fool!
Mike’s a real genuine guy too. While I was there, he also spent time with a
local group of wayward kids (read: young druggies), talking about the work
he does, and how it’s important to focus on things like work, to get ahead
in life. Really nice how much time he spent with the youngsters.
Best of all, after spending a bunch of time with these guys, it was
abundantly clear that what you see on the show is very much a sincere
representation of reality. Mike and Avery we’re at each other the whole
time, and the banter was classic! Mike’s dog is really friendly too! I guess
it’s the sincerity that I’d picked up on in the show that is reflected in real life,
and I’m so relieved to see that it’s not made up.
I think I love the show even more now!
So all in all, it was a lucky chance that I got in to see the guys, as from what
I can tell, that doesn’t normally happen… still, it’s why you always “follow
the music” when you travel, as you never know what you’ll find!
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balzan all

luke balzan travelog

where to go durIng covId-19
So, it would seem that travel is back on the cards after Australia’s border opened
finally at the beginning of this year.
I’m currently sitting in a hotel in excruciatingly expensive Oslo, Norway – but am
nonetheless happy at the quality of the heavy metal music that’s easy to come by in
the bars around here (that are too expensive to drink in… yay socialism!).
In the last issue of Torqueback, I talked about a bunch of pre-border-opening travel
things we had to look forward to, based on my travel experiences of old. After
discussing some great car related activities in Europe, I promised to talk about
some similar experiences I’d had in America.
While this article is certainly going to deal with the topic of North America, it is
going to diverge a little while I indulge myself in a story about the trip I’m currently
on, and where I may have made a cameo with a couple of super cool hippie dudes
in Canada…
But first, some context. So as I said I am currently in Norway, and I am
in fact heading onwards through all of Finland, Sweden, Germany, Italy,
France, Luxembourg (that’s a teeny-tiny country squished between
France, Germany, Belgium and Netherlands), Belgium and the UK over
the coming weeks. However, while I’m over this side of the Atlantic, my trip
did begin on the other side of the Atlantic (and the other side of the Pacific
to where you’re likely reading this)...

streaming and free to air. One that I found on Netflix few years ago was
about a hippie dude who decided to open his own restoration shop, and
tells the tale of the work they do and (mostly) the dramas they encompass
doing them! The show is fairly refreshing in a world of reality TV, as it
seems to highlight the struggles that I experience working on classic cars
(the joys of discovering what lies beneath a bonnet, or below a head, under
seats or under carpet…).

As many of you know, I work for an international company based out of
little-ol’-Adelaide, and we sell all over the world in the mining industry.
Thanks to our zealous government, I haven’t been able to service many
of my customers during the COVID era, and simultaneously had an
ever-increasing backlog of conferences to attend and present at. So I
haven’t been home too much this year, save for a period in March and
April that encompassed my wife’s birthday, my birthday, and of course, the
Adelaide Chrysler Festival!

History Channel show Rust Valley Restorers is the story of Mike Hall,
a dreadlocked dude who has a penchant for classic muscle, and has
amassed an enormous collection of (mostly) wrecks with the intention of
saving these classics. He’s joined by his son Connor (the straight-man of
the operation), and his mate Avery Shoaf, a similarly aloof mechanic that
is somehow both Mike’s polar opposite and yet his partner in crime. The
show’s in its fourth season now (hopefully to be released sometime soon),
and has seen some ups and some downs, but is a lot of fun. I’ve definitely
become a fan over the three seasons that have been aired so far.

So, to make a short story long, while I’m in Europe now, this journey, and
this story, began in North America…
Like many car enthusiasts, I’m always looking for content on my favourite
subject, and “cars” and “motoring” are common search keywords I enter
into YouTube and Netflix. I’ve come across some good shows too, both in

6

I do business in rural British Colombia in Canada, and often base myself
out of a small-ish town in the rockies called Kamloops, about an hours’
flight from Vancouver. After watching my friends Mike and Avery and their
antics, and knowing they were Canadian, I decided one day to look up
where they were based. And I was surprised and pleased to find out that
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dialog
from the secretary

Hi all!
(“Good after-noon Mis-sus Hast-well...”)
Time again for my Dialog...
Hope all the mums out there had an enjoyable
Mother’s Day – I know I did!

Us big kids enjoyed our xmas sleepover at The
Bend where we were once again able to do
some laps in our Chryslers around the track.
Then after the drive we cleaned up and went
upstairs for our evening meal – and marking our
run sheets.

Before that we had our xmas breakup at the
West Adelaide Football Club with a barbie and
a few drinks – and it was a good night.

We haven’t had many cruises this year due to
COVID restrictions but those that have happened
have been really great. Australia Day, we met in
McLaren Vale for a cruise through the hills and
lunched at Willunga. A good day was had by
all. And at the beginning of March a few of us
headed over to Moonta Bay for their Show and
Shine Day which was well attended by many
different makes and models of all vehicles, again
in perfect weather. In April we did a cruise to
the Uraidla Hotel for lunch. On the way through
the hills a kangaroo decided to jump out in front
of Jason and Karen, unfortunately hitting their
Challenger! Luckily no one was hurt but there
was some damage to their car. Bugger!

We also had the kids xmas barbie on the South
Coast down at Maslins Beach. Again, another
perfect afternoon! Also a big thankyou to
Father Xmas who turned up to give all the kids
their xmas pressies and a stocking filled with
chocolates – sorry, mums and dads.

In May we had probably our last ACF Volunteers
and Sponsors Dinner at the Tonsley Hotel, which
most of you have heard by now is going to be
demolished to make way for the new South Road
tunnel upgrade going through there. However,
the Tonsley Hotel is relocating to a proposed

Well, we are almost back to normal again. Nearly
– with a few COVID restrictions still in place –
which I guess will probably still have to be the
case for a while going forward. That’s life.
But, what a great three-day weekend the
Adelaide Chrysler Festival again was! Even the
weather was good to us, with over 400 Chryslers
parked on the Gaza Oval. What a fantastic sight
and a very busy day for all concerned.

new shopping centre precinct planned near Daws
Road at Panorama. Apparently they are taking
along with them all the Chrysler memorabilia on
display in the Chrysler Bar – which is great news.
Anyway, thats about all for now. Stay tuned to
the club website for information and updates
on the CCCSA. I should also thank Damian for
organising all these great club outings.
Take care and drive safe in your Mopars...
– Di

Above left:
Then – electric cars charging back in 1917. This technology was lost (as a flourishing
petrol industry coerecd the world into swapping their horses for the combustion
engine) only to be re-invented again a hundred years later. The irony...
Above right:
Today – and sadly, now the past. The last active drive-in in South Oz in this new
millennium, Wallis Cinemas’ famous Mainline Drive-in at Main North Road, Gepps
Cross finally ceased operation on Thursday February 24. Local radio station SAFM
organised it’s swansong, the Last Night at the Drive-In event. The night, which
included a screening of the new blockbuster Uncharted, was hosted by SAFM’s Bec,
Cosi & Lehmo Show. As part of the pre-movie entertainment, the Adelaide Symphony
Orchestra performed the classic waltz The Blue Danube, with movie goers getting
in on the act. Afterwards there was a ‘car horn symphony’ – the brainchild of Andrew
‘Cosi’ Costello – who played conductor to 720 carloads of drive-in nostalgia lovers all
co-ordinated by coloured windshield stickers. The final honking by the dashboard
lights officially farewelling Adelaide’s only remaining drive-in forever. Operating since
1955, the drive-in is closing because of hardship caused by Covid-19. The night was
an overwhelming success, a sellout. Mixed emotions all around.
Left:
And the Future – Pedal Prix cars in the pits at The Bend earlier this year. Maybe
not quite a match for the performance of a real Hellcat – but a cheeky sense of
humour nevertheless.
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fully chargered

from the presIdent

enthusiasm by the subcommittee members. So,
to all of the people on the subcommittee, I say
thankyou on behalf of all CCCSA members.

As I look out the window to see the grey skies of
winter setting in, the sunshine that was so plentiful
for our 2022 ACF seems like an eternity ago.
The Adelaide Chrysler Festival is our biggest
event of the year and has its origins dating back
to the 1980s. There are a lot of members in the
club who can speak with greater authority about
those early years, but as an event that has been
running for nearly forty years, we should all be
proud to be part of the institution now known as
the Chrysler Club of South Australia. Chryslers
on the Murray is by far the largest Chrysler event
in Australia, but as one of the smaller states, SA
punches well above our weight given the consistent
size and success of the ACF. This is no doubt partly
attributed to Adelaide being the home of Chrysler –
but is also reflected by the participation of you, the
members, in attending this great event.
This year’s All Chrysler Day at Gaza was one of
the most successful held, and some people have
rated it as being the second best ACD behind the
famous Tonsley event.
I was proud to be associated with such a great
event even though the bulk of the credit should
go to the Vice President and his subcommittee
who started meeting nine months in advance. The
success of this event doesn’t happen by accident.
It is a combination of careful planning and great

Some of the strongest feedback came from
interstate members who travel every year for
this, and other Chrysler events. They said that
the strength of the Adelaide Chrysler Festival is
the quality of events over all three days. We are
obviously blessed with quality guest speakers,
many of whom are former employees. We have
different styles of events with many attending
the Saturday MegaCruise in their high powered
monsters that would prefer not to have them
parked on the Klemzig oval all day Sunday. And
on top of all that, I believe that we have the largest
number of original and preserved cars.
Personally, I would like to see the ACF weekend
get bigger and stronger. But I don’t want that to
come at the expense of our volunteers having
to spend more and more their time just for the
benefit of the visitors. One of the easiest ways to
achieve this is by encouraging greater numbers to
the current events, and there is a massive market
of Chrysler owners outside of South Australia.
It would be fantastic to think that more interstate
people would make the trek to Adelaide in the
same way that so many Adelaide-ians make the
trek to Chryslers on the Murray. I have made it one
of my personal goals to find ways of marketing our
event to interstate owners and get more of them
from over the border.
The Friday night welcome-dinner for the ACF
is traditionally a function where we have guest
speakers talking about the production of Chryslers,
or their time working at Chrysler. Something we
must be mindful about is that many of the people
that worked there are no longer with us, or are
becoming very, very fragile. As a club whose
ethos is to maintain and promote the history of
the Chrysler brand, it is in our interest to record as
much of this history as possible for prosperity.
We have been very lucky as a club to recently
receive a lot of documentation from John Grant.
He was employed in the experimental department

of Chrysler at a time when the Charger racing
programme was undertaken – and has provided
us with memos, telexes and many other interesting
letters that we will both preserve and share with
you. Some of that detail relates to the timing of the
mythical 340 V8 race program which was much
later than others have lead us to believe. We are
currently in the process of arranging an interview
with John to capture as many stories and as much
data as possible; to share with you our members
both now and in the future.
Sadly we have just learned of the passing of Bob
Hubbach – the architect of the Valiant Charger.
And there may be a few others in the next year or
two. If you know of any former employees who are
willing to share their stories, please reach out to
one of the committee members so that information
is saved permanently for all to enjoy.
One of the more enjoyable parts of being club
President is meeting new people all the time. At
the ACF, I met lots of Interstate visitors in addition
to many local members attending the events for the
first time in a while. I always find it a little surprising
how many of our club members very rarely make an
outing in their historic cars. No doubt there are those
whose cars are in pieces, but there seems that there
are many who are happy just having them locked
away. And it makes me curious; are they frightened
to drive them on the open road, or are they just
preserving them for their children or grandchildren?
I am very much of the ‘driven, not hidden’ category.
For those of you who are propagating barn dust on
your Chryslers due to lost enthusiasm, think about
passing them on to somebody else, or simply let
them see the light of day every now and again –
while you still can. If you are thinking of selling your
Chrysler, you might be very pleasantly surprised at
how much they are now worth after big escalations
over the last twelve months.
Anyway, for now – and if the sun is shining – get
those mighty Chryslers out onto the road and be
proud that you own one.

– Andrew

Visit meguiars.com.au
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bear metal

from the edItor
G’day folks. Welcome to issue 43 of Torqueback.
The annual pictorial Special celebrating the 2022
Adelaide Chrysler Festival. This one is for Bob.

Karapetis, Lucky and Stella Kokorinos, Manny
and Paula Kollios, and a Coopers Stout far too
early in the morning with Theo Theodosi.

A special number. And what’s so special about ‘43’
you ask? It’s about as Mopar as you can get, man.

I couldn’t quite catch the elusive Ugur Ahmet, or
my childhood mates Chris White or Joe Steiner
for another D&M – maybe next year? But I did
track down Grant and Sue-Anne Bain to discuss
our preferences in US musclecars. I also really
enjoyed just sitting and yakking next to the bar
towards the end of a warm afternoon with amongst
others Germukh Dhami, Andy Rad, Cathy Groot,
Iain Carlin, John Koz and Duncan Kaye.

Well, Richard ‘The King’ Petty of course drove
a number of different Chrysler Nascars to many
victories wearing that very number. So I figured it
was a good segue to celebrate the longevity of our
little magazine here (plus I kinda missed our 40th
anniversary and it’ll be a while before we reach
‘265’, ‘318’ or ‘440’). Hey... it’s a vibe.
Any excuse to try and shine a positive light on
something somewhere. Not that we need to try all
that hard with the overwhelming success of this
year’s ACF, our thirty-first annual show n’ shine
(can you believe that?).
Anyway, we bloody needed it.
What a time we are living in. It’s hard not to get
depressed. And I’m so over doomscrolling.
What’s that meme quote? You’re just a ghost
driving a meat-coated skeleton made from
stardust, riding a rock floating through space – so
what do you really have to be scared of? I reckon
Carl Sagan was right.
Don’t spend too much time in your head...
So I’m not going to mention bushfires, floods,
pandemics, elections or the war in Ukraine. I’m
still devvo about Shane Warne and I already miss
Andrew Symonds – and it’s not even cricket
season! And even though it is footy season, AFL is
shit at the moment.
Thank Odin then for local footy (my beloved South
Gawler Lions were finally premiers in the Barossa
once again in 2021, you bewdy!).
And lucky we have our Valiants.
And car shows.
There was one car show recently. At this place on
North East Road where I have some of these other
connections in life. My cousins Wayne and Jayson
Hart grew up playing footy there with the famous
Jarman brothers. And a former coach of mine,
Mullet McGrath also coached there for a spell. The
Gaza Eagles are a pretty famous and successful
football club by the way.
Turns out it’s a great place to hold a car show too!
People-wise, my highlights of the show this year
include seeing Dave Hocking back up and about
again at last; finally meeting mad Queenslanders
Geoff James and Julie-Anne Aisthorpe; and
enjoying the best carrot cake in the world at ‘the
Parthenon’ marquee – with Peter and Maxine
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And the rides?
Mate, I only ever really look at hippos!
But – I’d probably have to nominate two cars as
my “best of show” – not that such subjectivity
ever means anything. The purple Dodge Charger
from Victoria and the black Plymouth Roadrunner
440+6 jumped out at me. I really like the later US B
bodies. As I think they are the closest in shape to
our VH, CH and VJ hardtop. You can see the family
resemblance. Adam Lochead and I agree.
Speaking of yankee muscle, those icons of
south Oz, the mighty Bergamin Brothers
are the boss. I could’ve mentioned any one of
their scary cars, but their white Dodge Charger
pro-stocker was the monster I gravitated to this year.
My “best survivor” was another B body Charger in
off-white and brown. That probably doesn’t sound
all that glamorous but I thought that car was cool.
Something different.
There were actually a few examples of ‘different’.
I’d never seen a Coronet convertible live before.
I don’t really look at earlier Cudas either, but an
immaculate silver one stopped me in my tracks.
It’s red interior was classic. And how about that
incredible grey ‘39 Plymouth sled?
My “most interesting” car would have to have
been Darren Meldrum’s ‘39 Plymouth coupe,
built in Adelaide by TJR. It was once sacrificed
in a demolition derby back in 1968 before being
rescued from a wreckers out at Wingfield for
$50 in 1971. Darren then scored it for $400 from
a paddock in the riverland in 1993, before he
completely had reincarnated it by 1998. This
thing runs an original 1957 Chrysler Firepower
392 Hemi!
Honourable mentions to a tough-as CxC four-door,
Steve de Wit’s chugga (featured later in this
magazine) which is a TRIUMPH of accomplishment
– what an incredible resto, and a black S series with
whitewalls and spoke mags. One for the theme.
And as always, Rick Trembath’s immaculate and
authentic Superbird is remarkable – and has such
a cool backstory as a drug cartel mule!

I’d also like to welcome home fellow former Gawler
boy Zoran Kanti-Paul and his new wife Hanna
back from Finland. Z is teaming up with Rob ‘Fuzzy’
Fazzino (a good bloke too) – out of Fuzzy Media
in Melbourne (behind shows like Rides Down
Under and Workshop Wars). On behalf of celebrity
custom-builder Richard Rawlings, Zoran will be
heading up Gas Monkey Garage’s expansion
downunder – and will be searching for projects,
finished cars, owners (characters) and shops to
feature in their new TV shows. Get around it!
So try not to look at social media too much – except
for our club page on Facebook maybe! And don’t
always believe everything you see, read and hear –
there’s a lot of fake news and alternative truth out
there. A lot of agenda’d editorial opinion is often
misleadingly assumed to be fact – especially in
mainstream media. Brave New World predicted
this chaos. Log off and take a break from the
information madness of the world wild west...
Get back out there into the real world, hey.
When I took the Bearmobile to the doctor down at
Andy Miller’s garage last weekend, I also caught up
with Scott Lawrence there as he was finishing up
a Gen III implant into his CxC (and mate, it’s gonna
be SICK). Blimey, G-Tek is like Aladdin’s cave –
treasures everywhere! So much cool stuff to see you
don’t know where to look first, and it’s so inspiring
and exciting to hang out with creative fellas like
these blokes.
And I remember thinking to myself how lucky I am –
to meet, get to know and become good mates with
so many different people, from all over Australia,
and even the world. How we’re all brought together
by one thing in common...
Our love of cars – and our passion for Mopar.
So – in these trying times, keep the faith.
Cheers,
Dave H
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At home with the Bonnier’s.
Jo Bonnier drove this BRM V12 powered
McLaren M5A to sixth place in
the 1968 Italian Grand Prix.
And then he stuck it on his wall!

DISCLAIMER
Chrysler, Jeep®, Dodge and Mopar are registered trademarks of FCA LLC and are used with permission by the Chrysler Car Club of South Australia.
Torqueback is not a commercial publication and is only published in good faith as a newsletter for a not-for-profit organisation.
The mention of companies, products or services, and the inclusion of advertisements in this magazine does not immediately imply any automatic
endorsement by the Chrysler Car Club of South Australia or its editorial team. The CCCSA accepts no liability for any misfortune or dissatisfaction
resulting from any sponsor’s disservice, or any misleading information, errors or omissions herein.
The opinions expressed in Torqueback are not necessarily the views of the CCCSA, only of the individual volunteer contributors.

ADELAIDE CHRYSLER FESTIVAL 2o22 SPECIAL
55

IA

OF
SO

NO ONE UNDERSTANDS YOUR
PA S S I O N L I K E S H A N N O N S

UT

AL

CHR

B
LU

LER CAR C
YS

H AU S T

R

Issue

The passion, the pride of ownership, the sheer emotional attachment no one understands it better than Shannons.
When it comes to insurance for your special car,
daily drive, bike or your home, there’s only one
person you should talk to – a fellow enthusiast at
Shannons. You can even pay your premium
monthly at no additional cost.
So call Shannons for a

quote on 13 46 46.

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS
CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE | SHANNONS.COM.AU
Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer.
Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance. Contact us for a copy.
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